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Covering the Wensum Valley from Norwich to Fakenham and beyond 

 

Founded in March 2003, our aims are to:- 

 

Encourage and share the enjoyment of birdwatching in the Wensum Valley. 

Encourage novice birdwatchers to take an active part in birdwatching. 

Share information with other members. 

Gather and collate data on birds in the area. 

Participate in regional and national surveys within the defined area. 

Liaise with other conservation groups within the area and more widely. 

Administer the Society in an environmentally sensitive manner. 

 

Meeting venue – Great Witchingham Village Hall 

Third Thursday of each month. 
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Chair Report 2022 

Keith Walker 

 

I have pleasure in presenting the twentieth Annual Report of the Wensum 

Valley Birdwatching Society. 

 

2022 was a mixed year for the Society. Our membership numbers 

overall have been very stable with c140 people signed up. It was pleasing 

that we were able to provide a full Indoor and Outdoor programme for 

members after the trials and tribulations of previous years caused by 

COVID. 

The year was marred by the loss of three long standing members and 

tributes to them follow. We also remember our good friend Philip Howard 

who passed away in the last days of 2021. He helped so much on club 

projects at Sparham. 

We decided to create a memorial to our departed friends and I am 

delighted to report that the club have entered into an agreement with 

Charles Sayer and his family for us to build a hide on their land at 

Sparham Pools. 

We have agreed a ten year licence for members to use it. The hide 

will be completed early in 2023. Early indications are that the bulk of costs 

will be funded from donations from members and friends with any 

shortfall being covered from WVBS reserves. 

All that we have accomplished is through a tremendous team effort 

and some personal thoughts are reflected below. 

Our treasurer Martin Spriggs has continued to carefully and capably 

control our finances which remain sound. We pay for the ordinary running 

expenses of the Society from membership income. 

Richard Norris continues to keep our Membership records in 

excellent order as he has done for many years. 

Reported bird sightings in 2022 for the Wensum Valley grew 

substantially and our Recorder David Gibbons continues to meticulously 

collate and report the information we all supply. Please continue to keep 
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him busy and where possible please submit information to him via our 

website as this will reduce his huge workload. 

In 2022 our activity both Indoors and Outdoors increased to pre-

COVID levels and our programme coordinators Ray Gribble, Mary 

Walker, Sue Gale and Cath Robinson did a brilliant job in producing a 

varied and enjoyable year. 

Our Social Media team of Mary Walker, Nick Edwards and Steve 

Chapman continued their excellent efforts to raise our profile and keep 

us smiling. 

Our Newsletter continues to inspire with Alan Hughes our Newsletter 

editor working tirelessly to keep members informed and entertained and 

our spirits high. We really appreciate the tremendous support from 

members who have produced so many excellent contributions. 

We took the brave step of rebranding the WVBS website during 2021 

and this looks more vibrant and has a number of extra features including 

an enhanced sightings section. You can now find locations of places to 

bird on the patch, historic information in respect of activity and report local 

sightings via your laptop and tablet. This includes a facility to show less 

common birds that have been seen on our patch in the previous 28 days. 

Huge thanks to Emily Leonard who did all of the work in terms of the 

building of the site and its ongoing maintenance. 

David Laurie with help from David Gibbons took over the production 

of our Annual Report which is an excellent read. This was produced and 

distributed in record time. Members were also provided with a digital 

copy. David L has also produced digital copies of previous Annual 

Reports going back to the foundation of the club and these appear on our 

website. 

I would like to thank the efforts and support of all of the unsung 

committee who have been so proactive throughout 2022. Without their 

willingness to be involved and the selfless contributions of our friends 

above, we wouldn’t have such a wonderful club. So a big thank you to 

you all. 
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Many members supplement the work of the Committee, and help the 

Society in so many different ways, and we remain very grateful for their 

help. 

In the background we continue to have the guidance and support of 

co-founder Ray Gribble who constantly provides wise advice and 

constant practical support. 

We pride ourselves on our friendly and supportive membership and I 

know we are all looking forward to seeing and socialising with WVBS 

friends in the months ahead. 

 

 

 
Commemorations 

 

Alwyne Jackson – Founder of the WVBS 

30th September 1942 – 7th May 2022 

 

Sadly, Alwyne Jackson lost his battle with COVID on 7th May 2022, 

aged 79 years. 

Alwyne’s interest in birds was originally sparked by finding nests and 

egg collecting with his older brother, Terry. Together they poured over 

The Observers’ Book of British Birds to identify their finds. He was always 

a lover of the outdoors playing both football and cricket for local teams. 

At college, where he met Carole, he became a keen member of the 

Wayfarers which introduced him to walking in the Peak District and the 

varied wildlife found there. As a teacher he loved to introduce children to 

the natural world, arranging many field trips to Derbyshire and the Isle of 

Wight. 

He spent a year as Education Officer at Wollaton Hall natural history 

museum in Nottingham, then somewhat reluctantly returned to the 

classroom, but joined a local birding group and went to night school to 

study ornithology. He began to go birding at first light on school days 

leaving Carole convinced that he’d be shot by the local gamekeeper if he 

was found lurking in the woods at that hour. 
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Alwyne’s first introduction to birding in Norfolk was in 1976 when 

Carole and Alwyne brought their children, Dale and Siobhan, here on a 

Youth Hostelling holiday – never imagining that they would move here 

permanently in 1977 when he was appointed Head Teacher at Lyng 

Primary School. 

Once in Norfolk Alwyne soon met up with local birders Pete Lambley 

and Brian Bosley, among others, and Saturdays became “birding days”. 

Birding on the Norfolk Coast soon expanded into twitching trips all over 

the UK and ultimately to foreign destinations. He studied for an 

ornithology diploma at the UEA under the guidance of Mark Cocker which 

enhanced his expertise even further. As all of us who knew him 

appreciated, Alwyne was a keen and willing teacher, always patiently 

taking the time to share his knowledge with others. Furthermore if asked 

a question he could not answer there and then he would research the 

answer and inform whoever had asked. 

He was a much respected volunteer at RSPB Titchwell and only 

reluctantly gave this up when ill health and general tiredness from cancer 

began to manifest itself. More locally he acted as voluntary warden for 

NWT Sparham Pools where he organised a comprehensive conservation 

management regime for the site, again only giving this up due to ill health. 

Birding for Alwyne was never about ticking off another new species, 

though he kept meticulous records of what he had seen, but was driven 

by a genuine interest in gaining more knowledge about a particular 

species. He never lost this thirst for knowledge and had recently 

rediscovered the pleasure of drawing birds in the field and at home in his 

studio (aka the dining room table). 

Alwyne long harboured the idea of setting up a local birding group 

and it was the chance meeting of Chris Gribble and Alwyne that lead to 

the formation of WVBS. Initially he thought just a few people might be 

interested but about 80 people turned up to the inaugural meeting. The 

Society now has a membership of about 140. In Carole’s words “In his 

wildest dreams he never expected it to become the successful club it is 

today. The rest is history.” Alwyne chaired WVBS from 2003 to 2011 and 

again in 2017 and 2018. He then becoming president from 2019 to 2022. 
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For many WVBS members their first memory of Alwyne will be him 

meeting and greeting them with a smile and making them feel very 

welcome when they came to their first meeting. For others it will be 

Alwyne explaining the key features of a species in a kindly, articulate 

manner or, as Nick posted on the WVBS WhatsApp group, doing a jig 

when he saw a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. 

Alwyne was a natural leader but not at all pushy. I recall a birding trip 

to China with him where we had to push him to the front to make sure he 

would see a new bird otherwise he would always have been last to see 

it, allowing everyone else to go first. 

We will always be grateful to him for creating the Society that 

continues to give so much pleasure not just birdwatching wise, but 

through the friendliness of the club, which is so welcoming to all abilities. 

A celebration of Alwyne’s life was held in Elsing Church on 27th May 2022 

and in place of flowers donations to Norfolk Wildlife Trust were 

requested. 

I will miss this kind, gentle, 

intelligent, humorous man I was 

honoured to call a friend. 

 

Ray Gribble, 

with much assistance from 

Carole Jackson 

  

Alwyne on a birding trip in Turkey, 
riding up a bumpy track in a cart 
behind a tractor. 
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Peter Lambley OBE 

4th November 1946 – 27th January 2022 

 

Sadly, Peter Lambley also succumbed to COVID, passing away on 

27th January 2022 aged 75 years. Peter was a member of WVBS for over 

10 years. 

Peter was involved in natural history and the environment all his 

working life. We remember him from his days at Norwich Castle Museum 

as a curator in the Natural History Department. From there he went to 

Papua New Guinea on a 5 year contract to develop their plant collection 

at Port Moresby University. On his return to Norfolk he joined Natural 

England as Chief Scientific Officer for the North Norfolk Coast. It was in 

this role that he proposed the coastal re-alignment policy for North 

Norfolk. 

His main interest outside his 

professional role was botany and 

specifically the study of lichens, 

discovering several new species for 

Norfolk and the UK. He was 

President of the British Lichen 

Society and the Norfolk lichen 

recorder, he had many roles in the 

Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists' 

Society, aided in the publication of 

the Norfolk Bird and Mammal 

Report for many years and had 

strong links with Norfolk Wildlife 

Trust. 

He also had many interests of 

an environmental nature including 

ornithology, geology and many 

other aspects of natural history and 

had a great love of travelling Peter working on the WVBS 
Tern Raft at Sparham Pools. 
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particularly to experience the natural world. 

Peter was awarded the OBE in 2006 for his contribution to natural 

history, hence his nickname “Lord Lambley of Lyng”. Outside natural 

history he was active in the local community being on Lyng Parish 

Council for many years and was also a key member of the team that was 

instrumental in building the new village hall. 

He will be remembered for his wisdom, wit, friendship and his love of 

exploring marshes, heaths and commons. Birdwatching with Peter was 

always a delight and education and if there were no birds to be seen he 

would always find something else for us to look at – inevitably a plant or 

lichen! 

 

Alwyne Jackson and Ray Gribble 

 

 
David Knight 

12th December 1936 – 21st October 2022 

 

David had been interested in bird watching as far back as he could 

remember. As a schoolboy, like many at that time, he went seeking birds' 

nests and eggs and remembers back in the late 1940s a cousin in 

Cornwall sending him some gulls eggs through the post in a cocoa tin. 

He became more seriously involved with bird watching after taking 

early retirement. He had moved to Norfolk with his job as a Civil Engineer 

at Lenwade and settled at Worthing in August 1986. He had noticed The 

Hoe Bird Walk taking place on various Sunday mornings and after 

making inquiries he joined for the first time in March 1995. He enjoyed it 

so much he became a regular. When Jocelyn Wormsley retired as leader 

in 1996, David was asked to take over, which he did from the 17th of 

March that year till 2004. 

In 2004 David joined the Wensum Valley Birdwatching Society, 

quickly helping on the committee and leading walks and bird recording. 

He was overjoyed on becoming President in 2015. He was a member of 
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the RSPB for nearly 50 years and also a member of the mid Norfolk group 

of the Norfolk Wildlife Trust. 

In 2009 he started to trap moths and soon became a knowledgeable 

“Moth-er” as one of six locals who did regular moth traps and shared their 

catches. David did the diary dates, not to clash with a full moon. Over the 

fourteen years David took part, the group trapped 10,122 moths of 346 

species. David was keen on photography and contributed many 

photographs to the Norfolk Moth Survey. 

Worthing church and its round tower was another of David’s interests, 

but possibly it was the Little Owls that lived there that interested him the 

most. For many years David also had Little Owls breeding almost in his 

back garden. 

David leaves wife Val, son Matthew, daughter Emma, Grandchildren 

Charlie, Maisy and Beatrice. A Gentleman and Friend, missed but not 

forgotten. 

 

Barry Pummell 

  

David and Val Knight 
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Programme of Meetings and Events in 2022 

 

Sunday 2nd January 

Outdoor Meeting 

The Annual Winter Bird Count 

Coordinator: Cath Robinson 

Thursday 20th January 

Zoom presentation 

Better Birding 

Speaker: Nick Moran 

Saturday 29th January 

Outdoor Meeting 

Hickling Broad & Stubbs Mill 

Leader: Ray Gribble 

Thursday 24th February 

Zoom presentation 

The Wildlife of Shetland 

Speaker: Matt Eade 

Sunday 27th February 

Outdoor Meeting 

Strumpshaw Fen & 

 Buckenham Marshes 

Leader: Alan Hughes 

Thursday 17th March 

Indoor Meeting 

Birds by Habitat 

Speaker: Carl Chapman 

Saturday 26th March 

Outdoor Meeting 

Santon Downham & 

 Lynford  Arboretum 

Leader: Sue Gale 

Thursday 21st April 

Indoor Meeting 

Annual General Meeting followed by 

The Reintroduction of the 

 White-tailed Eagle 

Speaker: Zoe Smith 

Sunday 24th April 

Outdoor Meeting 

Lakenheath Fen & Weeting Heath 

Leader: David Gibbons 

Sunday 8th May 

Outdoor Meeting 

Dawn Chorus at Pensthorpe Natural

 Park 

Leader: Nick Edwards 
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4th-11th May 
WVBS trip to Mallorca 

Guide: Jason Moss, Oriole Birding 

Thursday 19th May 

Indoor Meeting 

Beach Nesting Birds of East Anglia 

Speaker: Paul Davis 

Sunday 29th May 

Outdoor Meeting 

How Hill 

Leader: Emily Leonard 

Thursday 16th June 

Indoor Meeting 

The Wildlife of Borneo 

Speaker: Martin Hosier 

Sunday 19th June 

Outdoor Meeting 

Summer Bird Count 

Coordinator: Alan Hughes 

Saturday 25th June 

Outdoor Meeting 

Sparham Hall Farm & Pools 

Leader: Ray Gribble 

Thursday 21st July 

Indoor Meeting 

Summer Social Evening 

Coordinators: Keith & Mary Walker 

Saturday 23rd July 

Outdoor Meeting 

Marsham Heath – Nightjar Evening 

Leader: Nick Edwards 

Saturday 13th August 

Outdoor Meeting 

Wild Ken Hill & Snettisham 

Leader: Chris Stone 

Thursday 18th August 

Indoor Meeting 

Looking for the Goshawk 

Speaker: Conor Mark Jameson 
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Thursday 15th September 

Indoor Meeting 

Wheatfen Nature Reserve 

Speaker: Will Fitch 

Saturday 25th September 

Outdoor Meeting 

Frampton Marsh 

Leader: Nick Edwards 

Thursday 20th October 

Indoor Meeting 

Tricks of the Trade 

Speaker: Su Gough 

Saturday 29th October 

Outdoor Meeting 

North Norfolk Coast 

Leader: Steve Chapman 

Thursday 17th November 

Indoor Meeting 

Thunder Cape Bird Observatory 

Speaker: Allan Hale 

Sunday 27th November 

Outdoor Meeting 

Denver Sluice & 

 Welney Wetland Centre 

Leader: David Gibbons 

Thursday 8th December 

Indoor Meeting 

Christmas Social 

Coordinators: Keith & Mary Walker 
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Diary of Events in 2022 

 

Sunday 2nd January. Outdoor Meeting 

The Annual Winter Bird Count 

Coordinator: Cath Robinson 

We took the decision to cancel the post-count social function due to 

rapidly escalating COVID-19 cases and this also took its toll on the 

number of teams entering. Nevertheless, we had some excellent 

sightings and in all 93 species were listed. Congratulations to Wensum 

Loseum who were the highest scoring team with a breathtaking 83 

species. 

 

Thursday 20th January. Indoor Meeting (Zoom presentation) 

Better Birding 

Speaker: Nick Moran, British Trust for Ornithology 

Nick gave a talk on this subject to WVBS some 7 years ago, but 

assured us that this was an updated version. Nick is currently Training 

Manager for the BTO, based in Thetford, having moved from managing 

Birdtrack 5 years ago. He has always been interested in birding, and a 

tip from his father has stayed with him. ‘Common things occur 

commonly’. 

Nick asked his audience to choose one of 10 aspects of birding as 

their greatest challenge, and was not surprised that the most common 

choices were ID by sound and by sight. So his talk was ID, Opportunities 

for improvement, ways to practise and patch birding and recording. 

ID - There are many things to focus on other than plumage, and these 

should be learned and looked for first. (There are lots of good resources 

to help including BTO’s training videos, online records of bird calls and 

the many guide books.) Structure is the first aspect, followed by shape. 

Leg length, bill size, tail length etc are the place to start. Shape is helpful 

but can easily vary whereas structure will not change. Size comes next, 

but is often unreliable. A single bird has no reference point, and distance 

can be misleading, so use with care. An exercise then paired male and 

female ducks using structural features. 
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Opportunities to improve – Know your own weaknesses and push 

yourself to improve. Don’t try to do everything at once, but choose a pair 

or small group of species and try to become familiar with them. Keep 

trying and remember to practise! 

Practise – Some can be done indoors. Remember a photograph and 

try to describe the bird, or read a description for someone else to note 

down. Anything that encourages careful observation and equally careful 

note-taking is helpful. BTO ID videos are excellent, and BTO also offer 

training courses. Surfbirds.com can be helpful as can natureid.no/bird 

(Norwegian site). However, practising in the field is always the best way 

to learn. It’s a good idea to buddy up with someone, either for security or 

to share ideas and learning. 

Patch birding - Select a local area and get to know it. Pick somewhere 

that is in easy reach but has enough birdlife to keep you interested. 

Visiting the same site over years reveals trends for that location. For 

example, Nick has seen fewer and fewer pochard at Nunnery Lakes, 

while over the same time numbers of Little Egrets have rapidly increased. 

These local trends can then be compared with national ones. You also 

build connections with species on your chosen patch. Nick sees far more 

Jack Snipe than he used to, perhaps because he has learned the places 

they prefer. Similarly, he feels a close connection with Cuckoos, which 

are seen on the reserve and are also the subject of tracking research by 

BTO. Finally, it is a pleasure to be part of a community of like-minded 

individuals all focussed on the same area. Patch birding even leads to 

unusual finds, the most celebrated in Nick’s area being the male Little 

Bittern found in 2019. 

Nick finished with a question: what would like to focus on in the 

coming year? Top of the list was still ID, mostly by songs or calls, but 

patch birding also featured heavily. I’m sure Nick left everyone with plenty 

to think about, and perhaps the intention to be a little more systematic in 

their approach to improved birding. Many thanks to him for an engaging 

presentation. 
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Saturday 29th January. Outdoor Meeting 

Hickling Broad & Stubbs Mill 

Leader: Ray Gribble 

We started the day in the NWT car park at Hickling with hellos and 

welcomes to new members. After an introduction to the reserve we split 

into 2 groups as we were operating at full capacity for the trip. Ray led 

one group and Steve Chapman the other. We all headed onto the reserve 

and towards the Cadbury hide where Ray’s group were surprised to find 

a Hooded Crow which came down and gave us very good views. A few 

Marsh Harriers were seen quartering the marsh, as well as a Great White 

Egret. Steve’s group spotted a Stonechat while they were visiting the 

hides, as well as Marsh Harriers. We walked around to the view point 

over Hickling Broad. To say it was windy was an understatement and 

though a Mute Swan was seen on the Broad the other birds had taken 

cover. We headed back to the visitor centre where the two groups met 

for lunch. 

After, around 6 members stayed for an afternoon walk to Stubbs Mill 

and the Raptor Roost. Along the track there were many ducks on the 

scrapes including Wigeon, Teal, Gadwall, Shoveler and a male 

Mandarin. A flock of Curlew flew over, along with one Black-tailed 

Godwit. We had good views of a group of Snipe and two Mistle Thrush 

were in the adjacent fields, showing well in the sunshine which made an 

appearance in mid-afternoon. 

We arrived at the Raptor Roost viewpoint about an hour before 

sunset. We had a total of 10 cranes fly past as the wind picked up and 

the temperature dropped. Marsh Harriers could be seen all over the 

marsh, both male and females. The regular male Hen Harrier didn’t make 

an appearance though a ringtail Hen Harrier was spotted by Steve in 

amongst the Marsh Harriers. We headed back down the lane with a 

stunning sunset to our west to finish a truly brilliant day out, with great 

company. 56 species were seen in all. 

Many thanks to Ray for leading the day and Steve for leading the 

second group. 
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Thursday 24th February. Indoor meeting (Zoom presentation) 

The Wildlife of Shetland 

Speaker: Matt Eade, Naturetrek 

Matt Eade manages tours to Shetland and was keen to convince us 

that it is a splendid place to go birding. Shetland is at a similar latitude to 

Oslo and has a different range of common birds than Norfolk. You won’t 

find Robins and Blue Tits all over the place, but you might easily 

encounter Eider, Black Guillemots or Red-throated Divers. These are all 

breeding birds, so the Diver looks very different from the ones we see 

off-shore here in winter. 

There are few birds of prey but you can see Merlin and Kestrel and a 

few Sparrowhawks. You will, however, see Curlew displaying, Whimbrel 

breeding on high ground and Whooper Swans all year. Many want to see 

the Shetland Wren. It’s a separate race, larger than ours, darker with a 

sturdier bill and quite a different song. 

Starting in the South at Sumburgh Head, Matt introduced us to the 

birds and cetaceans of 5 areas of Shetland. Most people go to see the 

Puffins that nest in numbers on the sloping cliffs of the Head, but look out 

also for Arctic Terns and several Skua species. Matt’s favourite is the 

elegant Long-tailed Skua, but this is the rarest. You are more likely to be 

entertained by Arctic Skuas or Bonxies (Great Skuas) as they hassle and 

dive-bomb other birds to steal their prey. Sumburgh Head is also a great 

place to look out for Orcas, Dolphins and even Humpback Whales. 

The tiny island of Mousa provides perhaps Matt’s favourite spectacle. 

One of the most complete brochs in Shetland provides crevices for 

nesting Storm Petrels. Over 400 pairs nest in the broch itself and up to 

10,000 in the island as a whole, nesting in the dry-stone walls. By day 

you might hear them calling from inside the walls, but it is at night when 

the hunters of the pair return to feed their partners and swap sitting 

duties. Under cover of darkness you can see hundreds of birds wheeling 

around like bats. If you are lucky they may land briefly in front of you 

before they disappear into the walls. 

Noss is an island close to the capital, Lerwick, and there are boat trips 

around the enormous high cliffs of the headland to see the hugh breeding 
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colonies of sea-birds. There are Gannets, Razorbills, Guillemots, 

Kittiwakes and Cormorants and if the weather is right for a close 

approach they are almost within touching reach! The island is also 

excellent for orchids for those who venture on land. 

Further North is the island of Fetlar. It is sparsely populated and an 

excellent area for breeding birds. Redshanks are plentiful and in early 

morning the sky can be full of Snipe making their characteristic drumming 

sound. 

One of the star birds is the scarce Red-necked Phalarope which can 

be found along the shore-line. These small waders spend their winter 

thousands of miles away off the Pacific coast of America. But don’t forget 

the cetaceans. When catching the Fetlar ferry you are likely to encounter 

Harbour Porpoises, although you won’t see much more than a fin! You 

might be lucky enough to see White-sided Dolphins and even the rarer 

Risso’s Dolphin. Minke Whales and Orcas are also possible. 

Lastly Matt took us to Unst, the most Northerly tip of Shetland. 

Bonxies nest at the Hermaness RSPB reserve but remember a hat and 

don't stray too close to a nest. The cliffs here are 600ft high, and from 

them you can see the vast Gannet colonies on the rocky islets offshore 

and marvel at the huge numbers swirling below. Also, around 25,000 

Puffins nest on the tops of the cliffs. 

With a few words about the islands in general to finish, Matt 

mentioned the Grey and Common Seals that can be seen on the coast, 

and the Otters that are frequent and often seen around ferry ports. 

There are 4 species of Orchid to entertain the botanists, not to 

mention some tiny rare plants like the Shetland Mouse-ear and the 

Moonwort. 

Plus, rare birds show up on migration from time to time, with Bee-

eaters, Rose-coloured Starlings and Red-backed Shrikes recorded in 

recent years. Matt ended with a beautiful sunset view, and left many of 

us itching to get to Shetland again. Many thanks to Matt for an enjoyable 

talk illustrated with beautiful photographs. 
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Sunday 27th February. Outdoor Meeting 

Strumpshaw Fen & Buckenham Marshes 

Leader: Alan Hughes 

A group of 16 members met at the RSPB Strumpshaw car park at 

9.30am. It was a bright, clear day with not a cloud in the sky and stayed 

that way all through the visit. We looked out from the visitor centre hoping 

for a view of Otter or Bittern but to no avail. The pools of water were a 

Mediterranean blue but the cool breeze reminded us we were still in 

Norfolk. At the feeders we noted Marsh Tit, Siskin, Robin, Blue and Great 

Tits. 

The group divided into two, one heading for the woodland circuit and 

the other going to the Fen Hide. Unfortunately, due to flooding, the Tower 

Hide was out of bounds. The woods, as so often is the case, seemed 

quiet at first but bit by bit we caught up with Treecreeper, Nuthatches, 

Marsh Tit and an obliging Song Thrush. Along the paths we came across 

Siskins and Bullfinches and on leaving the tree cover we saw a very 

smart Reed Bunting in the undergrowth as we headed towards the river. 

Geese and duck were few and far between. Along the river bank we 

spotted a Marsh Harrier flying low over the tree line on the opposite bank. 

Some hardy boaters were out to enjoy the sunny but fresh day and a 

Great Crested Grebe joined them on the water. 

We passed the other half of the group as we made our way to the 

Fen Hide and they told us they had seen Golden Plover and Common 

Crane before they left. We only managed Greylag Goose, Coot and 

Moorhen on the pool but spotted five Snipe which flew over our heads 

just as we arrived. We headed back to the car park for our lunch and then 

made our way to Buckenham Marsh. Between the two sites we spotted 

a field full of Fieldfares and a Mistle Thrush. 

It felt strangely empty when we first started the walk at Buckenham. 

The wind was blowing in across the marsh, and there was far more of a 

chill than at Strumpshaw. The marsh was, however, populated by at least 

twelve Chinese Water Deer grazing in amongst the tussocky grasses, 

but geese were very few in number with the most dense groups 

sheltering up near to the river bank. 
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It seemed odd not to see the Wigeon all along the side of the track as 

is so often the case, but later in the walk four large flocks came onto the 

marsh from further afield. They are particularly beautiful as the light 

catches their wonderful plumage. Scattered over a large area were Mute 

Swans, one Great White Egret, Teal, a single Oystercatcher and one 

Redshank. Lapwings flew and dived over the marsh and there seemed 

to be a large number of Rooks on the ground promising a possible 

viewing later in the day as they came to roost. 

A group of seven stayed a while longer, walking along the river to the 

old windpump tower. We were sheltered from the biting wind and were 

lucky enough to have great views of a group of Pintail, two Ruff and a 

Red Kite that sailed over us looking magnificent in the low afternoon sun. 

We noted a Barn Owl box installed in one of the window openings of the 

tower and found several fresh-looking pellets on the ground below. We 

were all quite tired by then, and headed back to the car park rather than 

waiting to see if the corvid roost was still operating. 

Thanks go to Alan Hughes for having ordered such a beautifully 

sunny if bracing day for our walks. 60 species were seen in all. 

 

Thursday 17th March. Indoor Meeting 

Birds by Habitat 

Speaker: Carl Chapman, Wildlife Tours and Education 

Carl is a noted local naturalist and photographer who is the County 

Recorder for cetaceans, Chair of the Liaison Committee of Norfolk and 

Norwich Naturalists Society and he set up the Marine Conservation for 

Norfolk Action Group though he considers himself principally an 

ornithologist, and certainly knows his birds. 

Carl delighted us with many wonderful images to illustrate his 

message about the importance of habitat when it comes to conservation, 

and the ways in which species are adapted to certain conditions. He 

began with the Bearded Tit, a gregarious reedbed bird which feeds on 

insects in summer and seeds in winter, modifying its behaviour to suit the 

circumstances. In a hard winter it may even irrupt – moving to a new area 

in an effort to find food. 
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The Bittern is another reedbed specialist and has evolved its loud, 

carrying boom to enable it to attract a mate in dense habitat. Bitterns also 

display lateral compression, enabling them to move through the tightly 

packed stems. 

As an example of how to use our knowledge of the needs of birds for 

the right habitat, Carl introduced us to Bert Axell, the first warden at 

Minsmere, who came up with the idea of the scrape to cater for wading 

birds. It was successful and attracted the then seriously endangered 

Avocet. But birds can also adapt to other habitats if their usual one is in 

short supply. 

The Black Redstart in this country is a bird of industrial landscapes 

that imitate its natural scree-type habitat. The Little Ringed Plover has 

discovered that gravel pits provide suitable shingle habitat. Peregrines 

use buildings as man-made cliffs, and the rare Alpine Swift will also pick 

high points on buildings. 

The Eyebrowed Thrush is a rare bird in the UK, but it clearly knows 

what makes a suitable place to stay when displaced from its natural area. 

Of the 23 British records, two have occurred in the same small area of 

the Scillies, on Telegraph Hill. They were different birds, both first winter 

individuals, but they recognized that small area as being like home 

habitat. 

The Kelp Gull of South America provides an example of adaptation 

to changing circumstances. A big population had built up in the bays 

around Puerto Madryn in Argentina, feeding on the numerous waste tips 

in the area. However, this food supply was seriously curtailed when an 

incinerator was built. The gulls then learned to feed on the Southern Right 

Whales that breed in the area. These whales feed near the surface so 

the gulls can sit on their backs and strip off bits of skin. This works well 

for the birds, if not for the whales, for four months of the year, but still 

leaves a shortage for the longer time when the whales are in the 

Antarctic. Carl predicted that the population of Kelp Gulls will naturally 

reduce unless a further food supply is found. 

We see many examples locally of populations reducing dramatically, 

especially among farmland birds. Changing farming methods and 
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warming climate have proved too much too quickly and birds like Snow 

Bunting and Lapland Bunting are wintering further north. Some, like the 

Turtle Dove, are being lost from the UK altogether. Ptarmigan are moving 

to higher and higher ground, but haven’t anywhere further to go in the 

UK. 

We are, however, also seeing species prosper from the changes. 

Large wading birds like Little Egrets, Spoonbills and Great White Egrets 

are now breeding locally and the prediction is that Glossy Ibis and Cattle 

Egret will soon join them. So it isn’t all bad news, but conservationists 

need to take note of the habitat requirements of birds and provide what 

they need. Often this means focusing on a good supply of invertebrates 

or the protection of the plants that are needed for shelter and nest sites, 

like the bushy understory needed by Nightingales that has often been 

lost because of the activity of Muntjac deer. 

Plenty of food for thought in this presentation, as well as the beautiful 

photographs. Many thanks to Carl for a stimulating evening. 

 

Saturday 26th March. Outdoor Meeting 

Santon Downham & Lynford Arboretum 

Leader: Sue Gale 

On a beautiful blue morning we assembled in the Forestry 

Commission car park at Santon Downham. The first half dozen to arrive 

were dispatched along the river bank with Steve Chapman in charge at 

7.45. The earlier the better when it comes to the annual challenge of 

seeing a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. The rest of the group was only 20 

minutes behind, and the first lot hadn’t yet seen the bird, although they 

had seen Mandarin Ducks flying along the river. Then it was sighted, and 

many of us had reasonable but brief views of two birds which soon flew 

into the woods at the back. We waited a while, and then decided to split 

up again, some of us waiting and hoping the birds would return, those 

who had seen enough leaving to look for Woodlark. 

While we waited on the riverbank, we saw both other resident 

woodpeckers, Siskin, Brambling, five species of Tit, most pleasingly 

Marsh Tits, and Stock Doves. But patience was rewarded and a male 
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Lesser Spotted returned and began excavating a nest hole in a closer 

tree. We were able to watch it for some time and several good photos 

were taken. On the return walk Stonechat and Reed Bunting were seen. 

Under the railway line and we were in Woodlark territory. Soon one 

was located, singing in a tree by the line. The other group had not seen 

this one but found another, in Santon Warren, by tracking its singing. So 

good views were enjoyed by all. 

Throughout the day Nuthatches were a constant, noisy presence and 

we heard at least two Song Thrushes singing loudly. We all returned to 

the cars for some well-earned refreshments, and decided to move on to 

Lynford Arboretum. Lynford was quite busy, as might be expected on a 

weekend in good weather, and we couldn’t find the hoped for Firecrest 

by the car park. However, the feeders inside the arboretum did provide a 

number of Yellowhammers, including a couple of very bright males, and 

some Bramblings along with the usual Tits, Robins and Dunnocks. There 

was even a brief sighting of a Hawfinch. 

Taking a walk down the hill towards the paddocks we stopped to scan 

a group of tall conifers where a Tawny Owl was known to roost. We were 

in luck and in a patch of sunshine at the top of a tree you could see the 

feathers of the owl’s back. Telescopes were trained and it rewarded us 

by turning its head and gazing down at us. We were delighted, especially 

as after a while it moved back into the dense shade and could be seen 

no more. Nearby we also added Treecreeper to our list. 

We walked on around the paddocks and back beside the lake. We 

had a Mistle Thrush in the paddock and Little Grebe, Gadwall and 

Egyptian Goose by the lake but no further sign of the Hawfinches. 

After lunch the group split, some going home, three members 

heading for Lynford Lakes, and the remaining seven of us heading for 

the pig fields near Great Cressingham where a search revealed a hoped 

for Stone-curlew. An excellent day, with 62 species seen in all. 
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Thursday 21st April. Indoor Meeting 

Annual General Meeting followed by a talk on The Reintroduction of 

the White-tailed Eagle 

Speaker: Zoe Smith 

The club was very happy to see Zoe return following her previous talk 

on Peregrines. Her new job with the Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation 

involves the reintroduction programme of White-tailed Eagles in the Isle 

of Wight. The focus of the organisation is wildlife conservation and 

species recovery and Roy Dennis himself has been involved in 

reintroduction programmes of Osprey, Red Kite, Golden Eagle and 

White-tailed Eagle. 

White-tailed Eagles used to be widespread natives in the UK but were 

absent as breeding birds in England for more than 200 years. The last 

known nest in Southern England was on the Isle of Wight in 1780. They 

are the largest UK bird of prey and the 4th largest eagle in the world with 

an adult a wingspan of 2.5 metres. The female weighs up to 7kg; the 

male more like 5kg. It takes four years to moult to the iconic adult 

plumage. 

They are generalist predators which Zoe described as lazy feeders. 

They rely heavily on carrion and dietary studies have shown a mix of fish, 

waterbirds and crustaceans depending on the available prey. They are 

also kleptoparasites, stealing other bird’s prey. Typically, they nest on 

sea cliffs but will use trees and can be ground nesting. They raise 1-2 

young each year. 

Reintroduction efforts date back to 1968 with a failed attempt on Fair 

Isle. Learning from this and other efforts the programme became 

successful and by 2000 100 young had fledged in Scotland. There has 

also been a successful programme in Ireland with 68 breeding pairs; 

there are now 130 breeding pairs in Scotland and Scottish Natural 

Heritage has given permission for the use of these birds as the source 

for the Isle of Wight reintroduction. 

The Netherlands provided useful background to reintroduction in a 

low-lying area: diet was shown to be chiefly fish and water birds with no 

evidence of conflict with livestock or farmers. 
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The Isle of Wight was selected as a good site for reintroduction as it 

matched the habitat of other breeding areas and was the last known 

breeding site in England. There is a good dispersal route along the coast 

and suitable hunting potential in local counties. The reintroduction is a 

partnership between Forestry England and the Roy Dennis Wildlife 

Foundation. Natural England has given a licence for the release of 60 

birds over 5 years starting in 2019. 

Birds ideally 10 weeks old are taken from nests in Scotland with at 

least two young and flown south. The chicks are fed with no human 

contact but are camera monitored. 

Just before release they are checked and fitted with satellite radio 

trackers that record where birds go and at what height and speed. One 

which flew to Denmark crossed the channel in 40 minutes. 

Seven individuals have found their way to Norfolk, which may be 

attractive because of rabbits and hares and large inland water areas. You 

can report sightings on roydennis.org and the organisation can confirm if 

it was one of their birds. 

Mortality is associated with collision, lead shot consumption, 

deliberate poisoning or not quite so deliberate poisoning. One of the 

recent deaths in Dorset was an eagle that had visited Norfolk: it had 

seven times the lethal level of a poison (brodifacoum) in its liver but there 

will be no prosecution as it is “inconclusive” if the poisoning was 

deliberate or secondary. 

There is also concern about Avian flu and wind turbines. More 

positive is the news that a released pair has formed a territorial bond on 

the Isle of Wight and hopefully will develop into a breeding pair. 

Zoe finished her talk with a mention of the Raptor Research 

Foundation where she is now Director Outside North America. 
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Sunday 24th April. Outdoor Meeting 

Lakenheath Fen & Weeting Heath 

Leader: David Gibbons 

We started at Lakenheath Fen and though the days of finding Golden 

Oriole at the reserve are sadly gone we hoped for a successful haul of 

early spring migrants undeterred by the cold northerly winds which has 

beset the early part of the week. The day started promisingly; bright and 

sunny though with a cold nip in the air and reports of two Cuckoos. 

Whilst getting ready we were entertained by Pied Wagtail, Robin and 

Great and Long-tailed Tits using the car park’s solar panels, sculptures 

and scrub to explore and forage. A pair of Stock Doves flew over, and we 

also heard distant Cuckoo calls which were to become the soundtrack to 

the day. As we entered the reserve, the visitor centre pond gave good 

views of Reed Bunting and Mallard before we ventured out along the 

main circular trail. At this time of year, the sounds are as spectacular as 

the sights, and our first spring migrant, a Common Whitethroat, gave us 

its song and song flight. As we continued along the path the Whitethroats 

were joined in song by Chiffchaffs, Great Tits, a Song Thrush and a 

yaffling Green Woodpecker. This part of the reserve also threw up a 

couple of surprises as a Curlew flew over and a Kingfisher, the first of 

two seen in this area, darted across the path. 

Our first stop was at the New Fen viewpoint which provided more 

expansive views over the reserve. The small pool held Shoveler, Greylag 

Goose, Gadwall, Mallard and Tufted Ducks, and the surrounding reeds 

provided views of Sedge Warbler and the sound of Cetti’s Warbler. Our 

one and only view of a Cuckoo came from here, in flight heading into 

East Wood. We also had distant views of Common Buzzard and Marsh 

Harrier and enjoyed trying to separate these species at distance. As we 

continued along Trial Wood, the plantation of poplar trees once used for 

Bryant & May matches and by breeding Golden Orioles, we got further 

good views of a Whitethroat and a Wren perched unusually high in the 

trees. 

A brief visit to Mere Hide was quiet but what it lacked in quantity of 

birds it made up for in quality with a clear view of a Great Crested Grebe 
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in near-perfect light as well as a Coot chick disappearing down a gap in 

the reeds. As the morning warmed up, the butterflies began to become 

more active and our first Orange-tip and Green-veined Whites 

supplemented the numerous Peacocks. Also becoming obvious were the 

St Mark’s Flies which hung delicately in the air, displaying and true to 

their name. St Mark’s Day is the 25th April. 

Continuing along the main trail we stopped briefly to watch a male 

Pochard amongst other water birds in the first of the lagoons at the 

western end of the reserve. We were also treated to a singing Sedge 

Warbler, so close its orange mouth could be seen without binoculars and 

completely unfazed by the growing group of admiring birdwatchers. 

At Joist Fen we had an extended stop hoping for some of the 

reserve’s star species. Although the pools seemed quiet at first, careful 

inspection along the island’s edge revealed a Snipe and a Common 

Redshank as well as some duck species that came in and out of view. 

Whilst the nesting Common Cranes remained elusive, a number of 

Bittern calls were heard and one of the year’s first Hobbies impressed 

with its aerial acrobatics. We also heard a Water Rail and had a 

Cormorant fly over. 

In contrast to the main reserve, the walk back along the river was 

quiet though a hunting Kestrel kept us entertained and the numerous 

Mute Swans were carefully checked in the hope of a Little Egret which 

never materialised. The Washland proved more fruitful with plenty of 

Oystercatchers, Black-tailed Godwits, Avocets and Ruff in a variety of 

plumages. 

After lunch we drove the short distance to Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s 

Weeting Heath reserve. The target here was Stone-curlew but the first 

person we encountered asked if we were here for the Hoopoe! We 

weren’t, but plans expanded to incorporate this unexpected opportunity. 

Fortuitously, the route to the Hoopoe hotspot was via the Stone Curlew 

hide where NWT have, as in previous years, set up a camera on a nest. 

Unlike previous years, however, the birds were nesting much closer to 

the hide and provided excellent views. Behind them, a few Lapwing flitted 

nervously, keeping a close watch on their chicks, one of which had fallen 
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victim to a Stone-curlew earlier in the day. A Brimstone flew in front of 

the hide and a Skylark sang overhead. 

From the west hide it was a short walk along the road to Fire Track 

49 and up to a house overlooking an area of open grassland. A small 

group was watching the Hoopoe which had been seen on and off 

throughout the day, and was now foraging in and around the gorse and 

Mistle Thrushes. A great end to a great day with 67 species seen. Thank 

you to David for organising and leading, and to the other members of the 

group for sharing their time, knowledge and scopes. 

 

Sunday 8th May. Outdoor Meeting 

Dawn Chorus at Pensthorpe Natural Park 

Leader: Nick Edwards 

Firstly, a big thank you to Amy, our Pensthorpe guide who met 16 of 

us at 5:00am. It was a chilly, misty start (5°C) but with plenty of singing 

birds including Blackcap, Wren, Song Thrush and cawing Rooks. In the 

park, were there Cattle or Little Egrets in the mist at Moon Water? 

Consensus was there were both. We found Little Egrets later but the 

Cattle Egrets had gone elsewhere, presumably in search of cattle. 

Passing Old Squaw Lake we found the first Reed Warbler and a pair 

of Common Terns as well as Mallard, Tufted Duck and Great Crested 

Grebe. Heading into the woodland there was a Treecreeper, Chiffchaffs 

and a Great Spotted Woodpecker. The woodland had a fine display of 

Bluebells, while the meadows had plenty of Cuckoo Flowers (aka Lady's 

Smock) and although the accompanying bird was heard it was not seen. 

Likewise for several Cetti's Warblers. 

By 7:00 it was warming nicely with a clear sky and a light north-east 

wind. We made a detour to see a box with nesting Tawny Owls, though 

none of the youngsters were showing. On the way a Garden Warbler was 

singing in a Hawthorn giving us a good opportunity to compare its longer, 

smoother song with the Blackcap's shorter, more jittery vocals. 

At the Wader Scrape there was an elegant Greenshank, Avocets, 

Lapwings and a Common Sandpiper plus a very distant plover - Ringed 

or Little Ringed? We were unsure, but the latter is more likely. There were 
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many Black-headed Gulls nesting and squabbling in their usual way but 

no Mediterranean Gulls, though they had been seen recently. Next was 

the path by the river which gave us a good comparison of Sedge and 

Reed Warbler songs as well as an excellent view of a singing Willow 

Warbler. 

We then walked round to the Wetland Hide where there was a good 

range of birds including assorted ducks and Lapwings. There was also a 

Lapwing chick, a welcome sign of breeding success. A Kingfisher was 

perched in the reeds on the far side while two Cormorants sat in the trees 

opposite. Elsewhere, Barnacle and Greylag geese had goslings and 

there were several young Coots, so they had bred successfully too. The 

final leg was along the path in front of the Farmland hide. There were 

Swallows over the field, a Green Woodpecker flew past and the hedges 

gave us a Whitethroat. 

By now it was around 9:00 and a chirping House Sparrow in the cafe 

courtyard brought our list for the day to 69 species seen and/or heard. 

Our thanks to Nick for organizing a very enjoyable morning which ended 

with the luxury of a much-appreciated cooked breakfast. 

 

4th-11th May 

WVBS trip to Mallorca (see page 51) 

 

Thursday 19th May. Indoor Meeting 

Beach Nesting Birds of East Anglia 

Speaker: Paul Davis, RSPB 

Paul's official title is Suffolk Little Tern Project Officer but this extends 

to all beach-nesting birds so includes Ringed Plover, Oystercatcher and 

more recently Avocet. He manages a team of volunteers to look after 

Little Terns in Kessingland, Suffolk with the ultimate aim of making the 

volunteers self-sufficient. 

Initially the EU funded a 5-year project to prospect sites where Little 

Terns might nest and be protected. That funding has gone but there 

remains some RSPB and individual funding. The scheme is heavily 

dependent on volunteers, many of whom have built up years of 



Twentieth Annual Report_2022 

 32 

experience. The RSPB does not own all these sites and has to ask 

permission from landowners to access, monitor and put protective 

fencing in place. With Schedule 1 birds, everyone on the project has to 

have a licence. 

Little terns are one of the rarest breeding seabirds in the UK. The 

numbers are reducing for a variety of very familiar reasons: loss of 

habitat, in this case sand and shingle beaches, climate change, rising 

sea levels, predation and disturbance. 

They are summer migrants, the West European population 

overwintering in West Africa and arriving late April. The nest is a shallow 

scrape and they lay 2-3 eggs, occasionally 4 if small fish are abundant. 

Migration occurs soon after fledging in late July. Colonies are scattered 

around both east and west coasts dependent on suitable habitat and a 

good food source. 

Ringed Plovers are Red listed and are residents, passage migrants 

and winter visitors. They have a more varied diet than Little Terns: 

spiders, flies, crustaceans and marine worms in a feeding pattern of 

constant stop and go. They nest close to the high-water mark and also 

inland at gravel pits. They lay 4 eggs arranged with the pointy ends in the 

centre and the young are precocial and are up and scurrying 

immediately. They have 2-3 broods from April to July. 

Oystercatcher is Amber listed and also a resident, passage migrant 

and winter visitor. They are a scarce residents on the east coast but bred 

widely in the past. Their diet is mussels and cockles or worms when they 

are inland. Avocets are a Schedule 1 bird. They nest mainly on scrapes 

but will nest on beaches. Kessingland had one successful pair last year 

on a natural lagoon and have 2 nests so far this year. 

The team sometimes use decoys: bird models put into the colony to 

encourage more to come. They also sometimes use “sand lenses”: on a 

very stony beach a hole and a bucket of sand provides a better surface 

for prospecting birds. 

On some sites they use oyster shells from fishermen to raise the 

beach level to encourage nesting on higher ground: sometimes they will 

raise vulnerable nests to higher ground or on to fish boxes when higher 
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tides are expected. If the nests are moved gradually and the surrounding 

stones are moved with them then the birds accept this. Many beaches in 

East Anglia had been preserved with “recharge”. Dredged material is re-

sited and spread to raise levels and provide habitat. This has happened 

at Old Hall Marshes, Tollesbury and Horsey Island in Essex. 

Apart from the seemingly inevitable problem of human and dog 

disturbance, the distressing part of the talk was about predators. Apart 

from egg thieves who are still active, there is a constellation of ground 

predators: Hedgehogs, Mink, Otters, Badgers and Foxes but really Paul 

emphasised the aerial predators: Kestrel, Hobby, corvids and gulls, 

especially the first two. 

Kestrels are mobbed by the adults but are able to pick off the chicks 

one by one. Hobbies are a threat to adults and are not mobbed but will 

clear a colony and the young are then taken by corvids and gulls. Last 

year the colonies at Eccles and Kessingland failed and many adults 

relocated to Winterton. 

They have tried techniques including diversionary feeding near the 

Kestrel's nest and volunteers will monitor Kestrels over the winter to see 

where nests might be in the spring but these approaches have not been 

very successful. Despite this, East Norfolk colonies had over 200 chicks 

fledge in 2001. 

Will Bevan, the Norfolk project leader, completed the presentation 

with a description of the crucial work the volunteers did including fencing, 

signage, counting nest and fledgling numbers, help with ringing and 

assessing the level of disturbance. 

They had an invaluable role in public engagement and education, 

especially with dog walkers. Will himself was a night warden last year 

with a tent on site and half hourly patrols! 

The team are keen to recruit more wardens and to learn more go to 

littleternproject.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

http://littleternproject.org.uk/


Twentieth Annual Report_2022 

 34 

Sunday 29th May. Outdoor Meeting 

How Hill 

Leader: Emily Leonard 

Fourteen WVBS members assembled at How Hill car park for a 6 mile 

walk around the surrounding area on a cool overcast day with a northerly 

breeze. In her welcome speech Emily gave us some of the history of the 

site and pointed out that it was not a nature reserve, thus trying to 

manage our expectations of what to expect. It was totally unnecessary, 

as we recorded 66 species. 

The weather, however, had a damping effect on insects, dashing all 

hopes of Swallowtail butterfly which Emily had seen the previous week. 

We set off across the mown area and down towards the river Ant and 

before we left the car park we had recorded a Treecreeper and a far more 

obvious Song Thrush singing close by. 

Reaching the river Ant we turned left and followed the bank along a 

path to Ludham Bridge. A female Marsh Harrier was seen and a few 

Swifts were over the reedbed. Both Sedge and Reed Warblers plus Reed 

Buntings showed well for all to see. The latter were particularly common 

in the mix of bushes and reeds. 

The highlight along this stretch was a Bittern which flew past in clear 

view with the rarely seen sun shining on it. It was a first sighting for some 

of our members. Emily explained that the Broads Authority are carrying 

out works to improve the habitat here for Bitterns so we can expect this 

wonderful marshland bird to become more successful here. 

A high-flying Hobby was also a picked up while we continued to add 

many of the commoner wetland species, plus Teal which is unusual here 

in the summer months. Bearded Tits were less obliging, with a few 

members hearing their distinctive “ping” call and a couple glimpsing brief 

flights. 

After a refreshment stop at the bridge, we retraced our way along the 

Ant for about a mile before taking a footpath which lead up to a high point 

where we shared Emily’s favourite view in the Broads. And what a view 

it was, though only 10m above sea level! We continued along a footpath 

until we came to a yard where we stopped for lunch accompanied by the 
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song of a couple of Wrens. From there we crossed arable fields picking 

up Pied Wagtail and Yellowhammer along the way. 

A search for Spotted Flycatcher near How Hill centre failed but we 

rewarded ourselves with ice creams on the quay before concluding the 

walk. Many thanks to Emily for organising and leading a successful field 

trip and to everyone for making it a most enjoyable day. 

 

Thursday 16th June. Indoor Meeting 

The Wildlife of Borneo 

Speaker: Martin Hosier 

In 2016 Martin Hosier was lucky enough to win a 2 night stay in the 

Danum Valley in Borneo – a seriously exotic and luxurious base for 

birding. So he extended the stay, both there and elsewhere in Malaysian 

Borneo. He started at Sepilok, a lodge with a garden full of birds like 

Black Hornbills, Crimson Sunbirds and Yellow-vented Bulbuls. Stunning 

flowers and butterflies added to the scene though a visit to the Orangutan 

rehabilitation is the main reason for staying here. The residents are 

mainly orphans who need to be taught how to survive in the wild. 

Orangutans have a long childhood, normally staying with the mother 

for 3-5 years, during which she teaches them survival skills. Some never 

achieve true independence, perhaps because they get too used to 

human company, but there are some successes. Martin, of course, also 

observed the other mammals and birds in this lovely site, including Pig-

tailed Macaques, Giant Squirrels and a Maroon Woodpecker. 

Not far from the centre are huge caves in the limestone mountains 

that are home to millions of bats and Birds-nest Swiftlets. The locals 

harvest these nests from precarious bamboo ladders from which there 

are fatalities most years. They are worth more than their weight in gold 

so you can see why they persevere. The floor of the caves is made up of 

mountains of guano, courtesy of the bats, and is alive with cockroaches, 

as well as the centipedes that prey on them. Best to stick to the 

boardwalk and touch nothing! 

Near the Kinabatangan River, Martin and his guide were delighted to 

see a rare Straw-headed Bulbul, a bird with a lovely song which is 
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popular as a caged bird and as a result is close to extinction. There were 

also Brahminy Kites and Long-tailed Macaques, but the big star of this 

area is the Proboscis Monkey. They are hanging on in narrow strips of 

forest alongside the river, outside of which are huge palm oil plantations. 

These monkeys are surprisingly agile, considering their size, and jump 

between the trees. The rivers beneath are home to large Saltwater 

Crocodiles, which Martin saw on a night-time outing, and also fireflies, 

which synchronise their pulses of light to magical affect. Kingfishers roost 

along the banks, and there are snakes and Monitor Lizards. 

Martin then moved on to the Danum valley, accessed by a wooden 

bridge that was so precarious they were asked to walk across, leaving 

only the driver to risk the vehicle. The stunning lodges offered multiple 

Flowerpeckers from the balcony, with Spiderhunters, Bulbuls and a rare 

Ground Cuckoo. A canopy walkway crosses the valley, from which birds 

like Rhinoceros Hornbill, Red-rumped Trogon, Paradise Flycatcher and 

Blue-throated Bee-eater could be seen. 

At the edge of the reserve a guard post illuminates the night (sadly a 

guard is necessary to prevent poaching) and attracts vast numbers of 

insects including the huge Atlas Moth, whose wing tips mimic a snake’s 

head to deter predators. Here guests are few, and rarely run into other 

groups while out on walks, with one exception – the appearance of a wild 

Orangutan. A big male drew a crowd and was the star of the trip. 

A flight to Mount Kinabalu gave a whole new range of birds. The loop 

road reveals the edges of the forest and birds like the Ashy Drongo, 

Bornean Whistling Thrush and the multicoloured Bornean Green Magpie. 

This area also offered plenty of mammals like squirrels and tree shrews, 

some beautiful scenery and carnivorous plants. There are many species 

of pitcher plant in the area, and also the most expensive orchid in the 

world. 

Many thanks to Martin for a splendid round-up of the wildlife of 

Borneo, accompanied by his wonderful photographs. 
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Sunday 19th June. Outdoor Meeting 

Summer Bird Count 

Coordinator: Alan Hughes 

Planned as a complement to the Winter Bird Count, this new event 

for the club got off to a modest start with a handful of teams and 

individuals participating. Even so there were 273 sightings of 85 species, 

and we hope to improve on this next year. 

 

Saturday 25th June. Outdoor Meeting 

Sparham Hall Farm & Pools 

Leader: Ray Gribble 

A group of 19 members and guests enjoyed a rewarding morning’s 

birding and mothing. The weather was fine and bright with a light south 

westerly. Land-owner Charles Sayer very kindly invited us to his house 

and grounds where he had set up two moth traps overnight, one in the 

walled garden and another in the woods. 

The wind felt cool at first which was probably a good thing, as when 

we opened the traps most of the moths were quite lethargic and this 

enabled close examination and identification. Charles astounded us with 

his knowledge of all the names and I think most of us came away knowing 

more. In all 71 different species were identified plus 35 'micro-moths'. A 

great haul! 

After this the group walked down to the lakes via a field footpath 

avoiding the main road. It was lovely to see the variety of wild flowers 

and insects that were present on the field margins which Charles had left 

to rewild. 

The footpath continued across private land which Charles had kindly 

given us access to so we enjoyed great views of the lakes and 

surrounding woodlands. Birds included Common Tern, Great-crested 

Grebe, Little Grebe, Buzzard, and singing Blackcaps and Garden 

Warblers. Fifty species of bird were seen in all. 

Lots of butterflies were on view including Meadow Brown, Red 

Admiral, Small Tortoiseshell, Ringlet, Peacock, Painted Lady, Comma, 

Large Skipper, Green-veined White, Small White and Speckled Wood. 
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There were also Common Blue, Red-eyed and Blue-tailed 

Damselflies plus Banded Demoiselle and, for dragonflies, Four-spotted 

Chaser, Black-tailed Skimmer and Common Darter. After visiting the 

lakes, the group went on to Lyng bridges. From there most of the party 

followed part of the Wensum Way long distance footpath for a while 

before re-joining the original path back to Sparham Hall. 

 

Thursday 21st July. Indoor Meeting 

Club Summer Social Evening 

Coordinator: Keith Walker 

We were fortunate to have good albeit cool weather and five 

appropriately socially distanced tables were set up outside. Members 

brought various delicacies to share and enjoyed the "Pimms" as the air 

was filled with convivial chatter as friends caught up on the news. There 

were some dastardly table quizzes to enjoy too! It was a hugely 

successful and enjoyable evening and thanks are due to members who 

helped set up and clear away. 

 

Saturday 23rd July. Outdoor Meeting 

Marsham Heath – Nightjar Evening 

Leader: Nick Edwards 

It was nice to see new members turning out for the Nightjar evening 

as many of them had never seen a Nightjar before. The evening was 

cloudy with no moon, which wasn’t ideal, but we waited patiently for the 

Nightjars to begin their churring. Then, in the evening gloom, we caught 

sight of a female flying around catching insects and occasionally calling. 

One bird nearly settled on the overhead wires. In all we had 3 females in 

flight but, this time, no males. 

At the beginning of the evening as Nick was waiting on the road to 

direct members to the car park on the heath he was lucky enough to see 

a Goshawk which was trying to hunt down a pair of corvids. 
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Saturday 13th August. Outdoor Meeting 

Wild Ken Hill & RSPB Snettisham 

Leader: Chris Stone 

Seven intrepid members braved the second heatwave of the year for 

an afternoon walking along the Snettisham beach scrub area past the 

lagoons of Wild Ken Hill and then, with others joining them, they went to 

the celebrated high tide wader spectacular at RSPB Snettisham. But the 

afternoon first: We started along the inner sea bank northwards towards 

Heacham. Turning to our left we saw the ravaged landscape left by the 

fire that raged through the scrub on July 19th in the startlingly high 

temperatures of the first heatwave. Now, not quite four weeks later, there 

was substantial regrowth of young reeds and grasses in amongst the 

charred cinders of trees and scrub. A welcoming sight of life re-emerging 

from a devastated land. Turning to our right we looked out over the 

wetlands of Ken Hill. The creeks still had water and there were small 

patches of standing water but very much diminished and it was hard to 

imagine the vast wet expanses of autumn and winter. 

It wasn’t long before we saw raptors circling over Ken Hill woods and 

a Buzzard perched on a post. Further along a Spoonbill with its bill tucked 

under its wing stood on the edge of a small patch of water which held 

Teal, Canada Goose and the first of many Green Sandpipers. We spotted 

three juvenile Marsh Harriers hanging out together, a few Black-tailed 

Godwits and Common Terns flying over. We descended into the burnt 

scrub and then to the sea wall again where we had great views over the 

Wash and our first sight of swirling clouds of Knot. There were several 

Curlew but other waders were hard to locate in the heat haze. 

Walking back towards Snettisham we had good views of a mixed 

flock of finches in the burnt branches of the scrub: Linnets, Goldfinches, 

Greenfinches plus a Stonechat family. In a sandier scrub area was one 

then two then either three or four Northern Wheatears – so well 

camouflaged. These were followed by two Yellow Wagtails, one perched 

in the high branches of a tree. Very satisfied (apart from missing out on 

Turtle Dove) we returned to the car park via the fish and chip shop, 

adding Common Gull and Collared Dove to our list. 
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Many of you will have been to Snettisham to see the well named 

wader spectacle. Chris had selected this date as high tide coincided with 

sundown and it was well worth it for the birding bonanza and the glorious 

sunset. Knot were flying over the Wash in small groups and we were 

pleased to see a Whinchat obligingly perched on a bush and then a 

Common Sandpiper along with some Moorhen chicks in the first lagoon. 

A Wood Sandpiper at the bar across the lagoons half way down looked 

wonderfully spangly and elegant. Already on the edges of the gravel pit 

the birds were squashing in. Oystercatchers preferred a different site to 

other species and there were several Spoonbills on the far bank while in 

other places species were mingling together with Knot, Ruff, Turnstone 

and Dunlin in amongst the Godwit which were present in both summer 

and winter plumage. Every now and then another wave of 

Knot/Godwit/Dunlin would fly over our heads with a wonderful sound of 

wing beats. Just after a small group of Dunlin flew over there was a 

commotion and we saw a Peregrine with a bird in its talons fly past. It 

was a wonderful experience on a lovely mild evening with a glorious 

sunset. 

Many thanks to Chris Stone for leading a truly memorable day with 

62 bird species seen. 

 

Thursday 18th August. Indoor Meeting 

Looking for the Goshawk 

Speaker: Conor Mark Jameson 

Conor's subtitle was ‘The Lost Raptor’ because Goshawks became 

extinct as a breeding bird in the UK in 1879. The last pair nested in 

Birnham Wood but were shot and stuffed. Fortunately, they were re-

established in the ‘60s and ‘70s and are currently increasing. They are 

widespread across the Northern hemisphere, have become the national 

bird of North Korea and the state bird in the Punjab and are used in 

falconry in many countries, including our own. The difficult thing to report 

about this talk is the quality and quantity of images of Goshawks that 

Conor showed us. 
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Goshawk nests mainly in coniferous forests in the UK, although, as 

we were to hear, that is not always the case elsewhere. The smaller male 

builds the nest and then does the hunting, leaving the female to guard 

the nest and protect and later feed the young. The food he brings back 

is 50% Grey Squirrel and 20% Woodpigeon. They don’t take much game, 

a fact that needs more publicity. They are found mostly in Scotland and 

Wales, but also in the Kielder Forest of Northumberland, but it’s a large 

forest and Conor has never seen one there. In Europe the Goshawk can 

be an urban bird, which seems very strange to us. In Berlin Conor was 

taken to cemeteries, industrial sites and a small park where he had 

excellent views. The birds have become quite habituated to people and 

went about their usual tasks in full view of the population. They are very 

widespread in the Netherlands and have been shown to cross the North 

Sea, so perhaps we can benefit from that? 

Conor’s own search for the Goshawk was the topic after the tea 

break. He particularly wanted to see the last pair of Goshawks before 

extinction in 1879. They can be found in the museum at Perth, in 

Scotland, although it took some persistence for Conor to gain access to 

them. For living birds he travelled, visiting the Trossacs, Kielder, the Dee 

Valley, Catalonia and of course Berlin. Goshawks are often seen in open 

country now, perhaps even more than have been reported. People often 

discount sightings, perhaps thinking they have seen a large 

Sparrowhawk, because they don’t expect to see them away from forests. 

As Conor said, we tend to see what we expect to see. 

A search for Goshawks in history found their fossilised bones in 

Orkney, reports in the Domesday Book, an appearance in the Bayeux 

Tapestry and Kings John and Henry VIII using them in falconry. More 

recently they were shot and collected before they disappeared entirely 

from the UK. TH White is a hero of Conor’s, and his book The Goshawk 

is recommended. He seems to have had a similar quest to Conor’s own, 

seeking the Goshawk abroad and dying in Athens, where he is buried. 

At the present time the numbers of Goshawks here are increasing, in 

spite of continued persecution, and current counts are approaching 1000 

pairs. The BTO has tagged Goshawks locally, with similar studies in the 
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Forest of Dean and the New Forest, which is where the data on 

Goshawks in open country originated. An interesting halo effect has been 

noted around Goshawk nests. Small birds tend to nest close to the large 

predator because they get less trouble from others! So, a fascinating talk 

ended on a very positive note, as Goshawk numbers continue to 

increase. Many thanks to Conor and long may he continue to observe 

these beautiful birds. 

 

Thursday 15th September. Indoor Meeting 

Wheatfen Nature Reserve 

Speaker: Will Fitch, Reserve Manager 

We were entertained by the current Warden Will Fitch who gave a 

fascinating, humorous and informative presentation about one of 

Norfolk's natural jewels. He started by giving the background of the 

founder Ted Ellis, who is a legend and who used to supply the EDP with 

a two hundred word article on a daily basis which was communicated to 

them by telephone. 

Ted Ellis (1909-1986) was a writer and broadcaster who was one of 

the most-well known and respected naturalists in East Anglia and 

beyond. Born in Guernsey of Norfolk parents who returned to Great 

Yarmouth in 1920, he was the Keeper of Natural History at the Castle 

Museum in Norwich from 1928-1956, and for forty years he lived with his 

family at Wheatfen Broad, Surlingham in a remote cottage amongst 130 

acres of woodland and fen. 

He discovered the property when its previous occupant sent Ted a 

huge quantity of molluscs, many of which were unknown. Ted was 

attracted to the site, spent many hours there and was offered the chance 

to purchase the property on the previous owner’s death just after the end 

of the Second World War. 

Although he was a naturalist with a national reputation and his 

research was highly respected by the academic world, he was a man 

who had the ability to communicate his enthusiasm to everyone. Ted 

sadly passed away in 1986, leaving not only a legacy of natural records 

and fascinating articles, but living proof that being inspired by nature is 
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one of the most wonderful things we can experience. Such a man 

deserves to be remembered, and so the Ted Ellis Trust was founded to 

do just that by preserving Wheatfen, the nature reserve and Site of 

Special Scientific Interest that Ted spent so much time in throughout his 

life. 

His wife Phyllis was a formidable partner who shared Ted's interest, 

continued his life’s work and was instrumental in helping create the Trust 

which has managed Wheatfen ever since. She is reputed to serve her 

guests with such delicacies as Coypu stew and once threw together a 

vegetarian soup which had a pheasant's foot at the bottom! 

One of the Trust’s main aims is to preserve Wheatfen’s rich and 

fragile ecology but, above all, it wants to keep its land and wildlife 

accessible for the enjoyment and education of children, students and 

everyone interested in Nature. 

Will has continued the work of previous warden David Nobbs in 

restoring the overgrown and silted dyke system that criss-crossed the 

reserve and is essential for its well-being. The reed beds have to be 

cleared of scrub, another mammoth task. 

With the help of a team of volunteers the reserve has been gradually 

and lovingly restored to health. Pathways were laid out and boardwalks 

and bridges built to enable visitors to explore the delights of the wetland, 

woods and broads. 

Amusingly, Will calls his volunteers Beavers and Cows as they 

physically emulate the work of these animals, whilst not damaging the 

environment and the highly specialised species that are nurtured on the 

Reserve. Ted Ellis is believed to have identified vast numbers of new 

species of plants and fungus and Wills' aspiration is to find new things 

too. He has started his list! 

The Reserve has been a unique freshwater Fen for thousands of 

years, but the threat of salt water invading the Broads and making it 

brackish hangs over them. With global warming there is a real risk that 

salt water will invade via the River Yare in extreme weather. 

In the meantime the Trust aims to maintain specialised species, the 

best known being the Swallowtail which occupies only 15 sites in the UK, 
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all in Norfolk. This is proving difficult as there is a disease of their host 

plant Milk Parsley which they are trying to eradicate with the help of the 

RHS. The plan is for the site to remain unspoilt with no gardening and no 

cafes. Just an idyll for us to get back to nature. 

 

Saturday 25th September. Outdoor Meeting 

RSPB Frampton Marsh 

Leader: Nick Edwards 

Six of us met at the car park at 8:30 on a sunny morning with a light 

NW wind. Alongside were some fine Yellow Wagtails among the cattle 

plus Pied Wagtails, a Meadow Pipit and a few Swallows overhead. A 

good start. Setting out towards the sea wall we found Greenfinch, 

Goldfinch, House Sparrow and Reed Bunting in the planted strip beside 

the path and in the hedgerows while the pools to the left held a good 

selection of ducks, still mostly in eclipse, and waders including Snipe, 

Black-tailed Godwit and Dunlin. There were plenty of Little Egrets today, 

but no Spoonbills on this occasion. 

Further on was a group of seven Red-breasted Geese. Wild birds or 

escapes? One had a blue ring so probably the latter, but either way these 

were beautiful birds. We also had an excellent view of a Water Rail 

preening itself in the sun while a passing Moorhen allowed a good 

comparison of their respective sizes and shapes. 

Turning left on the Wash Trail there were more Dunlin, Redshank and 

Stonechats while the hides gave us Little Grebe, ducks including Pintail 

and many Wigeon, one of which was a very unusual pale bird. A flock of 

Dunlin was accompanied by a Little Stint and as we returned to the pool 

by the visitor centre we found two elegant Curlew Sandpipers. Marsh 

Harriers and Kestrel made up the birds of prey, so no late Hobby or, 

surprisingly, any sign of a Buzzard. Back at the car park it was time for 

lunch. 

In the afternoon we set out along the Grassland Trail to the lake 

where we found Tufted Ducks among more Wigeon and another Little 

Grebe. We startled half a dozen Snipe from a ditch and, although it was 
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now cloudier and the wind was strengthening we saw Migrant Hawker 

and Common Darter dragonflies and a Small Copper butterfly. 

The remainder of the Grassland Trail yielded Chiffchaff, Golden 

Plover and Grey Heron but the bird of the day was a Nightjar spotted on 

the edge of the path by eagle-eyed Emily Leonard. Nightjar is rare bird 

by any standard, to see one in daylight rarer still, and it is exceptionally 

unusual for Frampton. It brought the day's total to 54 species. 

Our thanks to Nick for organizing an excellent day out, much enjoyed 

by all. 

 

Thursday 20th October. Indoor Meeting 

Tricks of the Trade 

Speaker: Su Gough 

Su Gough gave an excellent grounding in bird identification, helpful 

to the less experienced among us and an enjoyable revision for the more 

experienced. Firstly, Su introduced the tricks of ID by sight. Although 

plumage is the first thing most people think about when trying to identify 

a bird, it is by no means the only thing to take into account. Size is not 

always easy to be sure of if a bird is at a distance and alone, but it is 

important. Su told us of the neighbour who had reported a buff-coloured 

bird with a red face coming to the feeders in her garden. The obvious 

suggestion was Goldfinch, but when someone went to check it turned out 

to be a Sandhill Crane. The neighbour had omitted to mention that the 

bird was about 3 feet tall and was standing on the ground while reaching 

the feeders. Shape is also an important guide, for example when a 

juvenile Starling looks like a different species but has the same structure 

and bill shape at the parent. And don’t forget the jizz (general impression 

of size and shape) which includes posture, gait, feeding action, flight style 

etc. Habitat also needs to be thought about, as are the season of the year 

and the expected range of the species. 

After the tea break Su moved on to ID by sound, something even 

experienced birders often find challenging. So why learn? You can often 

separate two species with very similar appearances by the song or call 

and if you know common bird calls you may be alerted to the presence 
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of an unusual visitor by the unfamiliar song. There are two types of 

sound. The first, the song, is used during breeding or to claim or defend 

a territory, and is generally sung by males only. The second, harder to 

learn, are calls. These are used for normal daily activity, like contact calls 

or alarm calls, and are made by both males and females. 

You can forget the idea that birds only sing in spring. Many sing all 

year and all may call at any time. Su explained that the complex songs 

of Passerines (perching birds) are possible because of an organ called 

the syrinx, which is much more complicated than our own voice box. That 

said, many non-passerines manage to make very beautiful songs, the 

Curlew being an example. Other species contrive to make their 

distinctive ‘song’ without a voice by clapping their wings or by rubbing 

their heels together! 

The best way to learn songs, and indeed bird identification in general, 

is to practise in the field. A more experienced birder is a great help, but 

there are many other resources. The website xeno-canto.org has 

thousands of examples of each species and will say where they were 

recorded. This reveals regional accents (yes, really). The BTO, where Su 

worked for many years, has produced a series of videos showing how to 

separate similar species and is highly recommended. Many thanks to Su 

for an enjoyable and stimulating evening. 

 

Saturday 29th October. Outdoor Meeting 

North Norfolk Coast 

Leader: Steve Chapman 

Eleven members met in the Wells Beach Car Park before heading 

west to check the pond at the edge of the woodland. A couple of grebes, 

a Tufted Duck, some Mallard: just enough to warrant peering through the 

scopes before we started our meander along the path towards the Dell. 

It is a popular dog-walking area, but we were soon able to get amid the 

trees and shrubs which gave us views of tits, Blackbirds, Redwing, 

Linnets, and an elusive Great Spotted Woodpecker. 

After a quick coffee and snack at the refurbished and well stocked 

Wells Beach Café, we ended up on the lifeboat station slipway where we 
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enjoyed a regular series of birds – Red-breasted Merganser, Razorbill 

and Gannets were stars but even the diving Cormorants were 

entertaining. The slipway wasn’t just great for the birds – Wells RNLI’s 

new lifeboat Duke of Edinburgh was manoeuvring close to shore, with 

15000 names of loved ones in its decals. 

Next Steve led us to the Northpoint Scrapes where we ate a picnic 

lunch and looked over the pools which yielded a number of waders and 

water birds. A highlight was a herd of over 30 Curlew in the field behind 

the pool and the opportunity to see Rock Pipit, Meadow Pipit and Water 

Pipit closely enough to really see their differences. Those with scopes 

were incredibly generous to the rest of us. Finally, we headed to the salt 

marshes where we were blessed with the sight of a male Hen Harrier 

working the horizon trees. 

It was a fabulous day really well organized by Steve who is a mine of 

information, especially for those at the start of the learning curve. A well-

paced day with varying habitats and a total of 73 species. 

 

Thursday 17th November. Indoor Meeting 

Thunder Cape Bird Observatory 

Speaker: Allan Hale 

Members were delighted as always with Allan’s great photographs 

and detailed knowledge of the birds to be found at Thunder Cape, but 

what also impressed us were the adventures made by Allan and often 

also Ray Gribble. It’s one thing to travel widely and be driven about by a 

guide but it’s quite another to trek 9 miles over boulders, woods and hills 

to reach an off-grid wooden hut or two – home for two or three weeks! 

For several visits a boat trip instead of the hike was available, but only in 

calm weather, which was about half the time. Visits were in Spring or 

Autumn, and in Spring the weather could be anything, including deep 

snow! The Observatory is at the end of a cape reaching out into the 

western end of Lake Superior, the largest of the Great Lakes. It is in 

Canada in the Sleeping Giant National Park, but very close to the US 

border. Once at the observatory visitors become part of the team, doing 

their equal share of migration monitoring and bird ringing duties. The only 
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links with the outside world are that boat and the marine radio. Solar 

power gives some light and powers the computer where everything is 

recorded. Supplies all come in the boat, which means in rough weather 

food can get pretty scarce. 

The birds are very seasonally dependent, so we looked at the Spring 

birds first. There are 16 species of Sparrow caught and ringed here and 

Allan showed us each one. There were often very small differences, but 

he was quite at home identifying them all. They vary between 10g and 

40g, and in frequency of occurrence, with the Chipping Sparrow being 

the most commonly ringed in Spring. The rarest, Brewer’s Sparrow, was 

ringed when Allan was on duty and was a first for Ontario. Birds were 

trapped in two Heligoland traps and a variety of mist nests – all named 

so that precise records can be kept. (Recording is so precise that even 

the ‘outhouse’ – the loo shed – had its own list.) There are few waders 

as there are no shallow edges or muddy areas for them to feed, but plenty 

of water birds, often familiar ones like Great Northern Divers. 

Other wildlife included butterflies like the American versions of 

Swallowtail and Comma, and also of course the Monarch. Mammals 

include Otters, Beavers and Black Bears. The latter do come to the 

Observatory and on one night one must have come inside the sleeping 

quarters because there was dribble on the inside of the window! Ray 

slept through it all but Allan had been awakened by the stumbling about, 

only thinking it was Ray visiting the outhouse! They were careful to bar 

the doors after that. Alan has seen Chipmunks, Skunks, various species 

of squirrel and a Porcupine. The latter was eating the wood in the 

woodstore and even began to eat the cabin! It had to be removed and 

released far from the observatory. Perhaps the most remarkable sighting 

was a Lynx. 

We saw pictures of the many colourful warblers that are found mostly 

in the summer months – so much prettier than many of the warblers we 

see here. Allan showed us the ringing and recording methods using a 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak as an example. He showed us what they 

weighed and measured and how they aged the bird by its feathers. Then 

on to the American Thrushes. A new and helpful piece of information for 



Twentieth Annual Report_2022 

 49 

me was that if a thrush has a white wing bar it’s an American one. Some 

of my favourite birds are the Woodpeckers, but Alan may not feel the 

same. They caught and ringed a Pileated Woodpecker, which is quite a 

large bird, and it decided to drum on Alan’s nose. It was quite bloodied! 

Allan’s favourite birds were the Saw Whet Owls that come through 

the Cape in large numbers in Autumn. They are so engaging, and make 

for wonderful photos. The record during Allan’s visits was 126 owls ringed 

in one night. They were obviously a great enough attraction to keep him 

going there. Bird ringing in Canada and the US is much more regulated 

than in this country. Ringing can only be done as part of a registered 

organisation, which means there are far fewer records than over here. 

However, if you travel to stay at one of the observatories the 

accommodation and food are free, in return for your participation in the 

work of the station. You even get a T-shirt if you stay long enough! So 

many thanks to Allan for all that work over the years and for telling us 

about it in such an entertaining way. 

 

Sunday 27th November. Outdoor Meeting 

Denver Sluice & Welney Wetland Centre 

Leader: David Gibbons 

It was a cold, damp morning when the group met at Denver Sluice 

hoping that the forecasted rain would keep at bay. We were greeted by 

Cormorants, Great Crested Grebes and a very obliging Kingfisher. 

Moorhens, Tufted Duck and a friendly Wren made an appearance. As we 

crossed over the road to look at the fields we were delighted to see a 

small flock of Yellowhammers in the hawthorn along with Redwing plus 

Redshanks on the flooded fields beyond the hedgerow. Two Grey 

Herons stood hunched against the breeze on the flooded field and 

looking across the drain in the far distance was a Great White Egret and 

a Buzzard on a fence post. 

We left the sluice and headed in a shower of rain towards Welney 

looking out for swans on the way. Both Whooper and Bewick's Swans 

grazed the fields in reasonable numbers. Arriving at Welney we were 
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welcomed by House and Tree Sparrows as we headed upwards towards 

the coffee and lookout areas. 

From the main hide we watched over a very flooded area with few 

swans but many ducks, the majority being Pochard. A few Pintails were 

seen along with a Spotted Redshank, a large flock of Black-tailed Godwit, 

a few Ringed Plover, Ruff and Dunlin. Marsh Harriers flew over setting 

up large flocks of Lapwings. 

At lunchtime back in the visitors centre we were blessed with good 

views of a Barn Owl. From the back of the centre we looked out across 

the fields to catch glimpses of 5 Roe Deer and a large flock of Golden 

Plover. Just before leaving the group had great views of a Short-eared 

Owl from the viewing area by the cafe as it quartered Lady Fen. Some 

members decided to go back towards the sluice to have a chance of the 

Bewick's again and others headed towards Methwold at the news of a 

Great Grey Shrike. Luckily the shrike was still showing well and after a 

trek to its favourite field the day with good views of this smart bird. Many 

thanks to David Gibbons for organizing the day. 

 

Thursday 8th December. Indoor Meeting 

Christmas Social 

Coordinators: Keith & Mary Walker 

The evening followed the usual structure of a bring-a-dish-to-share 

buffet and tables with an assortment of quizzes to go with the general 

conversation and information exchange. The hot mulled punch (with or 

without alcohol) was much enjoyed on a chilly evening. There was a slide 

show of members photographs, including those that feature in this report, 

and a vote for the best chose the Blue Tit by Hilary Gostling that is this 

year's front cover. 

It was a very enjoyable evening and our thanks go to the organizers. 

 

This diary was compiled from contributions to the WVBS Newsletter by 

Kathy Blake, Steve Chapman, Deborah Duckham, Nick Edwards, 

Jacquie Fenn, Sue Gale, Ray Gribble, Alan Hughes, David Laurie, 

Emily Leonard, Cath Robinson, John Scoggins and Keith Walker.
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WVBS trip to Mallorca and Cabrera, 4th-11th May 2022 

Led and Reported by Jason Moss of Oriole Birding 

Photographs © Jason Moss 

www.oriolebirding.com 

 

Wednesday 4th May: Arrival, Prat de San Jordi, Portocolom 

Overcast, moderate winds, 16C 

The group arrived into Palma de Mallorca Airport at just before 1pm, 

meeting Jason in the arrivals hall before heading out to the minibus and 

on towards Felanitx after a look at a small wetland on the outskirts of the 

airport called the Prat de Sant Jordi. The wetland was little more than a 

flooded field, with most of the area dry already but with its associated 

horses it provided a superb selection of birds! Some of the first to be 

noted were 3 cracking Collared Pratincoles which were roosting by a near 

pool before flying across and setting down further in. A summer 

plumaged Temminck’s Stint was picked up soon after we arrived and 

showed well; the site was looking superb! 

Common Ringed 

Plover numbered 

around 20, while 3 or 4 

Little Ringed Plovers 

were also present. A 

single Wood 

Sandpiper was 

feeding in the churned 

up margins of the 

water, while a summer 

plumaged fiery orange 

Little Stint, a single 

Ruff and several Black-

winged Stilts made up the rest of the wader contingent. In addition, a 

good number of Spotless Starlings were floating around, sometimes 

perching on the horses, and a couple of Yellow Wagtails were hiding 

amongst the grasses. With only one point of viewing, we were soon 

Temminck's Stint 
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happy that we had seen the majority of what was to be seen here, so we 

headed on, arriving at the Hotel Aumallia at around 1500. 

After a welcome homemade lemonade we were soon out for a short 

but very pleasant wander along the lanes. Turtle Doves abounded, 

purring and flighting between the carob trees. Our first Mediterranean 

Flycatchers were also noted nesting inside the hotel grounds, while 

further up the lane a Thekla’s Lark was collecting food. 

A good but brief sighting here was of a Balearic Woodchat Shrike 

perched in a small carob, and darting between the ground and 

neighbouring walls and trees to feed. After a short while, we headed back 

to the bus, making our way to Portocolom where we would spend the 

available couple of hours before dinner. 

We headed straight for the coast, timing our arrival over the entrance 

of the harbour with the return of the local fishing boat, the Penyal Roig. 

The boat was trailing with it a good number of Scopoli’s Shearwaters, 

taking advantage of the discards. In smaller number, and generally 

further offshore were several Balearic Shearwaters, offering fine 

comparison with the larger Scopoli’s. A single Audouin’s Gull drifted by 

over the cliffs and a single Mediterranean Shag flew by, while a pair of 

Pallid Swifts were watched over their breeding cliffs. 

The coastal strip here held 3 Northern Wheatears and a male Blue 

Rock Thrush was singing from the rooftops nearby. Once we had had 

enough of the now brisk wind we headed for the van and went into an 

area of old fig grove and garrigue habitat. 

The area hosted a single Common Whitethroat of migrant interest, 

while Nightingales were bellowing out their song but remaining hidden, 

and a couple of singing Firecrests were heard but not seen. 

Wrapping things up, we headed back to Hotel Aumallia, enjoying our 

first of many fine evening meals before wearily heading off to bed after a 

long day. 
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Thursday 5th May: Cap de Ses Salines, Salobrar de Campos and Son 

Navata 

Sunny and dry most of the day, moderate to strong NE winds, 20C 

Today dawned overcast with a few spits of rain, though was dry for 

our pre-breakfast wander around Aumallia. With a fairly strong wind and 

overcast skies activity was fairly low as we walked through almond grove 

and pine stands, though we enjoyed sightings of Booted Eagle and Red 

Kite, and a cacophony of Nightingale and Corn Bunting song. A beautiful 

fallow field filled with poppies hosted the biggest surprise of the walk, with 

a pair of Short-toed Larks, including a singing male, apparently looking 

quite at home there and maybe making to breed. Thekla’s Larks and a 

fairly showy Cirl Bunting then saw us into a hearty breakfast, before we 

headed out. Our destination was the Cap de Ses Salines; the southern-

most tip of Mallorca. A walk along a quiet lane here appeared quiet 

initially, at least for migratory species, with local birds such as Balearic 

Woodchat Shrike and Mediterranean Flycatchers entertaining as we 

went. On the way back a male Common Redstart and, even better, a 

Honey Buzzard battling against a strong headwind being mobbed by Red 

Kites increased our optimism! Singing Short-toed Larks, Turtle Dove and 

Thekla’s Lark made up the rest here. We then headed for the peninsular, 

stopping briefly amongst pines where we noted another Balearic 

Woodchat Shrike, a Hoopoe and singles of Wood Warbler and Common 

Whitethroat, plus a male Pied Flycatcher a little further on; not bad! At 

the headland the sea was full of both Scopoli’s and Balearic 

Shearwaters, while the sky was teeming with Common Swifts coming in 

from the south; thousands were seen to arrive during the course of the 

morning. The lighthouse garden had a nice array of common migrants, 

with a patient watch yielding a female Whinchat, 2 Northern Wheatears, 

female Common Redstart, Willow Warbler plus several literally seen 

coming in off the sea, a flyover Yellow Wagtail and a Spotted Flycatcher. 

A female Marsh Harrier battled in over the waves also; we were enjoying 

migration on a pretty grand scale here! Once we had thoroughly checked 

the area for further migrants we moved on, having a quick coffee in Ses 

Salines before heading for the saltpans of the Salobrar de Campos. 
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First birding the road leading to the beach, we scanned the roadside 

lagoons, noting Greater Flamingoes, Black-winged Stilts, Avocets, 

Shelducks and Marsh Harriers. The wind was strong, with a lot of dust 

making for difficult viewing conditions. We noted a nice pair of Kentish 

Plovers tending to recently hatched young, and a Balearic Woodchat 

Shrike on a fence line, before retreating to inside the van, where we ate 

lunch out of the wind! Watching over the area we saw 2 Booted Eagles 

over distant pines, while a couple more Kentish Plovers and some 

Common Ringed Plovers were picked up, but not much else. From here 

we went round to the central track through the saltpans, parking near the 

Fontsanta hotel. Walking down the wind was fairly tough going but not 

unbearable, and it helped dry up the muddy track. We headed down and 

worked our way through the lagoons. The birding here proved 

exceptional, with the clear highlight being an adult White-winged Tern, 

initially roosting before getting up, dip-feeding and doing laps around the 

near lagoons; superb! ‘Supporting cast’ was provided by a great selection 

of waders, including summer plumaged Sanderling, at least 45 Curlew 

Sandpipers, 2 Spotted Redshanks, many Little Stints and Common 

Ringed Plovers, around 50 Ruff, several Dunlin in summer plumage and 

a fantastic Collared Pratincole roosting at close range. 

Curlew Sandpipers 
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The viewing conditions were superb, allowing us to admire these 

various species in their fantastic summer plumages. Walking back up the 

track a Gull-billed Tern flew alongside us and away; as if we hadn’t seen 

enough good birds already! 

It was time for us to head on, so we headed for the van and over 

towards Felanitx, stopping for a coffee in Cas Concos before heading for 

our last site of the day; the small water treatment works at Son Navata. 

This little wetland has limited viewing opportunities, bit what little we 

could view gave us some great sightings. A Western Swamphen feeding 

in a corner of open water was superb to see, its vibrant colours really 

shown off by the sunshine. A super male Spanish Yellow Wagtail did its 

best to vie for attention; quite successfully as it flew in and landed right 

alongside the bus! At another pool an adult Glossy Ibis was equally 

stunning in the sunshine, while a Zitting Cisticola shared a bush with a 

Corn Bunting behind; a nice selection of species! Finishing up, it was time 

to head back to Aumallia for a cold one and relaxed evening. 

 

Friday 6th May: S’Albufera 

Sunny all day with light NW winds, 20C 

A very pleasant day spent in the areas in and surrounding the mighty 

s’Albufera marshes. We headed straight up towards Alcudia, arriving at 

the park in good time and parking up, before walking out along the banks 

of the Gran Canal. A couple of Black-crowned Night Herons were 

roosting in their usual bushes, but only these two, and they were very 

well hidden amongst the foliage. It was soon apparent why there weren’t 

more in these roosting trees, as further up we discovered the heronry 

alive with birds! A flock of about 20 Glossy Ibises were circling and 

perching up in the trees, with some clearly on nests deep within, while 14 

Night Herons were sat very prominently throughout. 

A cacophony of noise from the many Little and Cattle Egrets was 

entertaining, while a star here was a single Squacco Heron sat in front of 

the colony, giving great views of this scarce breeding species. A couple 

of Common Terns were floating over, while Common Nightingale was 

singing loudly. 
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Further along the Cami de Ses Puntes our target was the elusive 

Moustached Warbler, and we succeeded in seeing one sat in a patch of 

rushes. It was soon off into deeper cover so only a couple of group 

members saw it, and despite hearing a couple more singing during the 

day, we didn’t manage another good sighting. Great Reed Warbler was 

singing, while Glossy Ibis and Cattle Egrets were noted in flight. 

Continuing onwards we made our way to the area around Sa Roca. The 

trees here held singing Common Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler , and also 

a fairly showy and vocal Sedge Warbler. We moved around to view the 

marshes from a hide, where we observed a couple of pairs of Red-

crested Pochards, a couple of flyover Purple Herons, several Little 

Ringed Plovers and Kentish Plovers and a single Western Swamphen. 

Further on we had good but brief views of a Great Reed Warbler playing 

hide and seek whilst belting out its song at close range. On from here, 

we walked over to the two Cibollar Hides, which proved fairly quiet bar a 

Common Sandpiper, Little Stint, 2 Ruff and the breeding Kentish Plovers, 

Black-winged Stilts and Avocets. An Osprey drifted over distantly before 

quickly dropping out of view. Walking back a Cetti’s Warbler showed 

extremely well before we headed back to the bridges for lunch. 

Glossy Ibises 
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Our time spent here 

was rewarded with 

views of an elusive 

female Little Bittern in 

the reeds and a single 

Red-knobbed Coot 

feeding with Common 

Coots. The coot was 

much easier to observe, 

with the Little Bittern 

keeping to deep cover 

at all times, slinking between reeds. Another Great Reed Warbler was 

seen along the reed fringes here before we started to head back out of 

the reserve. Our walk was interrupted by a fine Wood Warbler which we 

watched feeding in a pine near the visitor centre. Leaving the reserve we 

heard another Moustached Warbler singing but couldn’t locate it, and 

took another look at the now more tranquil heronry, while a Serin 

incubating her eggs in a nest close to the path was nice to see. Back at 

the van, we headed into Alcudia for a coffee. 

Finishing our drinks, we crossed the road to the wetland of Maristany, 

where the biggest surprise was 2 Cinereous Vultures which flew over 

high above our heads and away! The open water areas hosted Little and 

Great Crested Grebe, some splendid Red-crested Pochards including a 

pair with 10 recently hatched young, Common Pochards and Gadwall, 

while the reeds held 3 Great Reed Warblers, all singing and one closer 

bird showing briefly. On from here, we left Alcudia and headed to the 

outskirts of the Albufera, to Son Bosc and the Depuradora de Muro. 

Driving in we were stopped in our tracks by a pair of superb European 

Bee-eaters perched on dead branches of a big poplar! There were 3 birds 

at least in the end, and they gave us fantastic views through the scope 

and then flying around hawking for insects. A female Pied Flycatcher in 

the same trees was relegated to also-ran! Then on to the tower 

overlooking the Depuradora, where we enjoyed some fantastic birds. 

One summer plumaged individual each of Black Tern and Whiskered 

Kentish Plover 
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Tern were surely the highlights, dip-feeding actively in the nearest lagoon 

almost throughout our stay here! In addition we saw 6 Marbled Ducks 

foraging around the edges, waders including 2 Wood Sandpipers, Little 

Stint, Greenshank, several Common Sandpipers and Little Ringed 

Plovers, and a fly-past Purple Heron. 

The air was full of Sand Martins and Marsh Harriers were prominent, 

while an Osprey circled in the distance. We could have easily passed the 

whole afternoon here, but dragged ourselves away to finish at the tower 

of s’Amarador, just up the road. 

The visit could have been inspired if the birds had performed better, 

but a brief fly-through from a male Little Bittern and an equally elusive 

Moustached Warbler both eluded the groups eyes. However bonus birds 

were a fly-over Purple Heron, a Bee-eater which joined the many 

Swallows and Swifts and a couple of Great Reed Warblers which obliged 

by singing high in the reedbed beyond the pools. 

It was soon time we hit the road, so we wound things up and headed 

south, back to Aumallia in time for a cold beer and checklist, followed by 

another superb dinner. 

 

 

Marbled Duck 
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Saturday 7th May: Cabrera, Sa Barrala, Castell de Santuari 

Overcast with sunny spells, light variable winds, 20C 

A highly anticipated day today, seeing us head out to Cabrera! We 

headed down to Colonia de Sant Jordi in time for our boat across to the 

island at 09:30. We set off on a slightly choppy sea, still stirred up after a 

few days of windy weather, and after passing the large Audouin’s Gull 

colony on the island of Na Guardis, we were heading out into open water. 

The crossing took around 45 minutes, and we enjoyed some nice views 

of both Scopoli’s and Balearic Shearwaters as we crossed, while a 

couple of Eleonora’s Falcons high above the cliffs of Sa Conillera were 

good to see as we arrived alongside the archipelago of Cabrera. With the 

Castle of Cabrera looming over the bay, we entered the natural harbour 

and disembarked onto the island, looking forward to going in search of 

migrants! Shortly into the walk we were noting our first Common 

Redstarts and Pied Flycatchers; the former far more abundant than the 

latter by a good margin. A Wood Warbler was feeding at the shoreline of 

a small beach alongside a couple of Pied Flycatchers and Redstarts; a 

very Cabrera experience! It was pleasing to note a handful of Spotted 

Flycatchers; permitting comparison with their now split-from cousins, the 

many Mediterranean Flycatchers which we have seen this week. On from 

here we enjoyed the fantastic experience of witnessing the ground, 

bushes and trees littered with recently arrived migrants. Redstarts were 

everywhere, while 

several Whinchats 

perched prominently. 

Willow Warblers were 

feeding through short 

grasses as well as 

amongst the more typical 

bushes and trees. Pied 

Flycatchers were 

flycatching around 

where we sat, while 

Common Whitethroats 

Whinchats 
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were skirting the edges of the open area, shared also with 3 Yellow 

Wagtails and a single confiding Short-toed Lark. We sat for a while to 

soak in the spectacle, noting a brief Tree Pipit as well as some high-flying 

European Bee-eaters as they ‘prrt’ed their way north and the occasional 

calling Pallid Swift. A quick lap around the picnic area yielded a 

Melodious Warbler in a pine tree, offering occasional good views. From 

here we headed to the museum where the highlight for certain were 6 or 

more Moltoni’s Warblers, many of which we detected by their rattling 

calls, but a couple we managed to see as they worked through the pines, 

showing their salmon-washed underparts and grey upperparts; a very 

smart warbler at one of its Balearic Island strongholds. The museum and 

botanical garden area was fairly quiet barring some more Redstarts and 

a couple of Booted Eagles overhead, so we worked our way back 

towards the picnic area to further enjoy the sheer volume of migrants 

here. A short loop of the Napoleonic archaeological site (and its 

associated Redstarts and Pied Flycatchers of course!) we then started 

our walk back to the harbour, hearing several Balearic Warblers as we 

went, and seeing a couple briefly perched and in flight, but never very 

well, as the heat of the day began to see bird activity reduced. Back in 

the harbour, we sat at Sa Cantina and enjoyed a coffee before boarding 

our boat back to the mainland, enjoying some nice views of Scopoli’s 

Shearwaters as we crossed, before arriving in Colonia de Sant Jordi at 

around mid-afternoon. 

Once we had collected our vehicle we headed on to the farmland just 

outside of the saltpans; Sa Barrala. It was a short loop around the area 

to quickly see what was about, and it proved fruitful. A pair of Collared 

Pratincoles were great to see roosting in a bare field, while a Gull-billed 

Tern was hunting insects over the cereal fields, showing fantastically well 

at times. A number of Cattle Egrets were feeding in the cereal fields, 

while our best views of male Sardinian Warbler of the week were also 

had here. Finishing up, we headed next to the Castell de Santuari, where 

we finished the days birding in relaxed and stylish fashion! Our main 

target, the breeding Alpine Swifts made us wait a little but were soon 

whizzing past across our view at break-neck speed, while Crag Martins 
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gave an outstanding performance here. A male Blue Rock Thrush was 

singing from the castle turrets, while potentially the highlight of the visit 

here was a Wryneck which, singing from the pine forest below, went on 

to show really well for the whole group. A new bird for one group member; 

it was certainly worthy of a celebratory beer back at Aumallia! 

 

Sunday 8th May: Dragonera 

Sunny all day, light variable winds, 23C 

Todays itinerary was simple; Dragonera! We departed Aumallia in 

time to make the journey up to Sant Elm via a very quiet Sunday Palma, 

and had time to enjoy the ambience in this lovely seaside village, 

overlooking the mighty island of Dragonera. As 10:15 approached we 

could see the Margarita, our transport across to the island, bobbing its 

way gently across a flat sea, and we were soon boarding and heading 

across to the island, noting Audouin’s Gull and Mediterranean Shag as 

we went. Landing at the other side, we were soon birding, noting our first 

Willow Warblers of what would prove to be a visit filled with this species. 

We walked around to the picnic area overlooking Cala Lladó, noting both 

Common Redstarts and Pied Flycatchers, plus a single Whinchat. A 

single fig tree amongst the olive groves was jumping with at least 8 

Willow Warblers in and around this obviously invertebrate-filled tree! It 

was impossible not to notice the many Lilford’s Wall Lizards which were 

creeping around everywhere we went. A single Wood Warbler offered us 

good views in pine trees as we walked up towards the path to the 

Tramuntana lighthouse. Along here we noted numerous Pied 

Flycatchers, Mediterranean Flycatchers and Common Redstarts, and 

enjoyed good but often brief views of Balearic Warblers; one of our main 

targets of this visit, after yesterday’s brief views on Cabrera. As we went 

along, we slowly improved our views of this special warbler, and in the 

end noted at least 10 different birds, with everyone seeing at least one 

well. Another massive highlight here were the Eleonora’s Falcons which, 

after a 5 minute wait, showed superbly from a viewpoint overlooking the 

sea and the breeding cliffs of this species. Flybys by 3 or more individuals 

here were at times breathtaking, passing at eye level against an azure 
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sea and sky; just awesome falcons. A single Osprey also passed over 

the sea before we headed around to the lighthouse for our lunch, shared 

with swarms of Lilford’s Wall Lizards hoping to steal a crumb or two! 

After lunch (and a couple of Eleonora’s Falcon sightings more), we 

headed back slowly towards the harbour, picking up further good views 

of Balearic Warblers on the way. With a little time to spare, but with the 

warmth of the day beating down, we opted to enjoy the shade of the pines 

and to dip our feet in the cool water of the beach, before having a last 

loop around in search for any new migrants in the pines. With none 

forthcoming, we headed down for our boat, and were soon back in St 

Elm, enjoying a few cold beers and coffee before returning back to 

Aumallia. 

The days birding was not finished however, as a post-dinner attempt 

to locate the local Eurasian Scop’s Owl proved successful, spotting the 

bird both in flight and also perched in palm trees and telegraph poles, 

often duetting with another bird more distantly. Calling Stone Curlews 

completed the soundtrack before we retired to bed. 

 

Monday 9th May: Vilafranca, Maria, Albufereta, La Victoria, Albufera 

Light rain and overcast to start, warm and sunny later, light variable 

winds, 23C 

Today started overcast and threatening to rain, and in fact as we 

headed north through the island we did run through showers. Our first 

destination was Vilafranca to search the vast cereal fields for farmland 

birds. One of the breeding highlights of this area are the large numbers 

of breeding Greater Short-toed Larks, which tend to sit along the tracks 

and fill the air with song. Other common breeding birds are the Corn 

Bunting and Spanish Yellow Wagtail, with both noted in good number, 

while Marsh Harriers patrolled the area. Several Spotless Starlings 

showed well near the water treatment works, while a Common Quail was 

heard calling briefly. Our hoped for targets of Lesser Kestrel and Red-

footed Falcon were unfortunately not noted, so we moved up into another 

area of farmland where these species can occur; Es Blanquer near Maria 

de Salud. Here we had more joy, with a male and female Lesser Kestrel 
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noted on wires above 

the cereal fields. On 

from here, we headed 

for a coffee in a small 

bar in Can Picafort, 

before moving up to 

the Albufereta 

wetland reserve. We 

stopped to view Sa 

Barcassa from a 

small viewing screen, 

enjoying good views 

of Balearic Woodchat Shrike, Mediterranean Flycatchers, Little Stint, 

Greenshank and a number of Ringed and Kentish Plovers, while a 

highlight was a Purple Heron at the back of the lagoon which had caught, 

and was duly struggling with a large eel. The bird flew off to one site to 

deal with its prey out of view, so we headed round to enter the main part 

of the Albufereta. Stepping out of the van, our first distraction came in the 

form of a flock of around 25 Yellow Wagtails of various favours; 

flavissima, flava, thumbergi and an individual which may have been 

lutea, possessing such a yellow head and almost grey mantle that we 

initially thought it may be a Citrine! The flock was fairly mobile, later being 

visible in a thin cereal field from the top of the main tower overlooking the 

Albufereta marsh. From up here we noted a fly-past Purple Heron, and 

another 2 birds in flight at close range in a nearby pool, but otherwise it 

was pretty quiet; the Yellow Wagtails offering the bulk of the 

entertainment as we had lunch, before heading on. 

Departing the wetlands, we headed into a nearby mountainous area 

called La Victoria, where we went in search of Common Crossbill. We 

were successful, with two areas with water; a small spring and a dripping 

water pipe, yielding excellent views of numerous individuals, including 

males, females and juveniles. Crag Martins also put on a fantastic show 

up here, before we paused for a coffee by the hermitage, enjoying what 

was spectacular scenery in this local council run public finca. Finishing 

Yellow 
Wagtail 
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our coffees, we headed down, making our way to Es Forcadet (a lagoon 

at the back of the Albufera reserve), where we would finish off the day. 

Our walk along the high reed-lined track to the viewing tower was 

particularly interesting for its invertebrate sightings, with odonata 

including the Norfolk Hawker, Lesser Emperor, Goblet-marked Damsel 

and Small Red Damselflies, plus butterflies including Cleopatra, Clouded 

Yellow and Swallowtail. Bird interest came in the form of a single Great 

Crested Grebe on the lagoon along with small numbers of Coots and 

Gadwall, plus several singing Great Reed Warblers and the numerous 

Marsh Harriers patrolling the vast reedbeds around us. By now it was 

time to head home, so we loaded into the bus and made our way back to 

Felanitx. 

 

Tuesday 10th May: Sierra de Tramuntana 

Unbroken sunshine all day, light variable winds, 24C 

The warmest day of the week so far, with 26 degrees recorded in the 

south of the island, was spent in the high mountains of the Tramuntana. 

Our first destination was Cuber reservoir, where we would enjoy 

spectacular scenery under the highest peak in Mallorca; Puig Major. After 

an hour's drive through the island's centre we had a short coffee in the 

very scenic area of Lluc, with our first Griffon Vultures soaring over the 

ridge to keep us company! From here we continued along the winding 

and beautiful road towards the Cuber Reservoir, passing Gorg Blau as 

we went. Parking up, we walked out along the banks of the reservoir, 

noting high-flying Griffon Vultures over the ridges bordering the valley as 

well as an impressive flock of 30 or so Ravens, carrying amongst them 2 

Booted Eagles. The young pine forest hosted calling Wryneck and 

Common Crossbills, though both proved elusive, while many Common 

Nightingales belting out their fantastic song also kept themselves hidden. 

Wrens were singing; our first encounter of this trip, though unfortunately 

Moltoni’s Warblers failed to appear; a stark contrast to last week's 

excellent showing. Cinereous Vulture was noted, while at the other end 

of the size scale was the humble Blue Tit; an ubiquitous bird back in the 

UK, but a true mountain species here in Mallorca! 
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Completing our walk, we loaded back into the van and headed in the 

direction of Lluc again, stopping just after at the Public Finca of Menut, 

where we had lunch under the ornamental trees. The site provided by far 

our best views of the week of Common Nightingale, with a bird singing 

on exposed branches of an old fig, and even showing fantastically on the 

ground. 

In addition, a couple of 

male Firecrests were also 

appreciated as they showed 

fairly well in low-hanging 

branches. Common 

Crossbills were also seen 

pretty well here, while low-

flying Griffon Vultures over 

the picnic area completed 

the avian entertainment as 

we ate our Spanish 

omelette sandwiches! 

Finishing up here, we 

headed on to our last stop of 

the mountain tour; the Mortitx Valley. 

The valley and vineyards of Mortitx were just 10 minutes’ drive along 

from Menut, so we were soon there and walking down into what is one 

of the most scenically impressive valleys in the Tramuntana. Cirl 

Buntings were noted near the vineyards, while Blackcaps and Firecrests 

sang from the old evergreen oak forests. Overhead we were soon picking 

up our first Cinereous and Griffon Vultures soaring high overhead, while 

in the extensive vineyards at the bottom of the valley we noted a single 

Tree Pipit and a fine flock of around 30 Western Yellow Wagtails, 6 males 

of which were seen well, being of the Grey-headed Wagtail subspecies 

thumbergi; a great little flock! From here we walked on into the ancient 

olive groves towards a viewpoint overlooking the sea and entrance to the 

Mortitx valley, pausing on our way occasionally to watch overhead 

vultures. Setting ourselves up in this incredibly scenic spot, we began 

Nightingale 
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scanning the skyline in search of our main target for this site; the 

impressive Bonelli’s Eagle. With a known nesting site being not far from 

this area, we stood a reasonable chance of a sighting, so we were 

optimistic. 

During our watch we enjoyed superb views of low-flying Cinereous 

Vultures, some distant Crag Martins and calling Common Crossbills, but 

after 40 minutes with no Bonelli’s Eagle sighting, our optimism began to 

wane, and with a fair walk back to the van and a long drive home, we 

simply had to start heading back. 

Packing our bags up and turning to walk away however, Ray picked 

up 2 raptors circling below a Cinereous Vulture; the adult pair of Bonelli’s 

Eagles! An amazing spot, and fantastic timing! The pair circled over the 

rugged hillside before cruising south-west along the ridge and away. A 

brief but exhilarating encounter with this fantastic eagle! 

Walking back, a male Blue Rock Thrush showed and gave its full 

song flight, while Mediterranean Flycatchers entertained the walk back 

to the van. With a spring in our step after such a fantastic encounter with 

the eagles, we were soon back at the vehicle, and set off down the 

Cinereous Vulture 
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mountain road towards Pollenca, with the iconic views of Puig de Maria 

at the mouth of the Tramuntana range, before then heading south 

through the island and back to Aumallia. 

 

Wednesday 11th May: Son Prohenç, Vilafranca, Portocolom 

Unbroken sunshine all day, light variable winds, 25C 

Our last day on the island, with our fantastic Wensum Valley Bird 

Society group due to fly later in the evening. This left us with a decent 

day of birding to be had, and it can only be said that it started with a bang! 

Three of us headed out for a pre-breakfast walk around the lanes 

surrounding the hotel, noting a couple of Balearic Woodchat Shrikes in 

the almond trees and a small party of Tree Sparrows, one carrying 

nesting material; our first record of this species for the hotel surroundings, 

and for the trip! 

The backing 

sound track for the 

morning consisted of 

Nightingale, Wryneck, 

Turtle Dove and 

Hoopoe, plus another 

song which didn’t 

sound familiar. Initially 

sounding a bit like the 

repeated phrases of a 

Short-toed Lark, it 

didn’t have the wet 

chirping notes, and in 

any case the song sounded too strident and strong. A quick scan of the 

nearby fences yielded the answer; a male Black-headed Bunting! Oh my 

god, a monster record for the Balearic Islands! The three of us enjoyed 

good but distant views of the bird, getting a few record shots and videos 

as it went from singing prominently to dropping in and feeding out of sight 

on grass seeds. We left the bird and headed round to the hotel, where 

we tore everyone from their breakfast to come and join us in re-finding 

Balearic Woodchat Shrike 
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the bird. We were able to get much closer this time, and were soon 

enjoying great views as it fed within 10 meters of us in long grasses. An 

absolute cracker. News was put out to the local grapevine, and the first 

local birders were able to get on the bird while we got on with having 

breakfast! With breakfast finished, bar bills paid and suitcases stored 

ready for collection later, we had a quick look through the moth trap which 

we had put out the previous night; some of the group were keen 

‘moth’ers. It was a relaxed 20 minutes by the pool going through, the 

highlight of the trap probably being a couple of big Pine-tree Lappets and 

a beautifully marked Spotted Sulphur moth. 

Finishing up here, we headed out to Vilafranca in search of passage 

falcons. A female Red-footed Falcon had been reported in the area this 

morning, so we were hopeful, but despite an extensive search of the 

whole area of farmland, and with many more promising cut cereal fields 

than earlier in the week, we still could not find either Red-footed Falcon 

or Lesser Kestrels, though a dozen Common Kestrels were in the area. 

An unusual year, as the past 5 or 6 have seen these fantastic falcons 

present from the end of April onwards. Unfortunate, though we did enjoy 

the sight and sound of many Short-toed Larks, Corn Buntings, Yellow 

Wagtails here, plus several Spotless Starlings, Red Kites and Marsh 

Harriers. 

We headed back to the coast, having a refreshment break in a small 

plaza in Portocolom to the sounds of singing Hoopoe, before heading 

round for lunch at the scenic bay of s’Algar, complete with turquoise 

waters. 

Our lunch was accompanied by a really nice group of Pallid Swifts 

which were flying by continuously and calling; their slightly hoarse and 

rasping calls as distinctive as their sandy plumages in such good light as 

today. 

Audouin’s Gulls gave a few flybys also, while the surrounding 

garrigue and farmland yielded several Linnets and Stonechats, and a 

couple of Northern Wheatears. Around the corner we noted another 

Northern Wheatear, before continuing around the natural harbour to take 

a short walk through an abandoned fig grove. The highlight by far here 
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was provided by superb views of a singing Balearic Warbler which we 

tracked through the tops of short pine trees, often giving completely 

exposed views and singing constantly. Another male was noted further 

round the corner; a fantastic way to finish off the birding this afternoon; 

the usual ambient music of Nightingale, Wryneck and Hoopoe 

accompanying us back to the van. 

Heading back to the hotel, the group had plenty of time to organize 

cases, change clothes and have some drinks before we said farewell to 

the excellent team at Aumallia and headed to the airport in time for their 

flights home.  

Balearic Warbler 
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The Systematic List 

 

The Systematic List summarises records from the Society’s defined 

recording area astride the River Wensum valley. Most records are ad hoc 

observations and the Report is therefore unsystematic and inevitably 

incomplete, reflecting observer interests, distribution and their inclination 

to submit records. Thank you to all the members who have contributed. 

The 19,183 records for 2022 were entered into the Society’s spreadsheet 

and collated by David Gibbons. The species texts were drafted principally 

by David Gibbons with some assistance from David Laurie and the 

Systematic List was then reviewed by David Laurie and Cath Robinson 

and thanks for Alan Hughes for additional proofreading. 

 

This year's records were not greatly affected by the ongoing Covid-19 

epidemic though it did cause our traditional January post bird count social 

event to be cancelled. A severe outbreak of Avian Influenza may have 

affected some counts, particularly waterfowl. 

 

Species order, English vernacular name and current scientific name 

follow the 10th edition of The British List: A Checklist of the Birds of Britain 

(Ibis 164: 860–910, 2022). Species that are proven or near proven 

escapes are in the Appendix. 

 

Each entry describes the species’ considered local status using the 

following descriptors:- 

Vagrant   A bird well outside its usual range 

Passage Migrant  Mainly a migrant in spring and/or autumn 

Resident   Breeds and present all year 

Winter Visitor  Mainly occurs in winter 

Summer Visitor  Mainly occurs as a breeding visitor in summer 

Naturalised  Introduced deliberately or accidentally by 

     man and now breeds in the wild 
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Each species header also shows whether the species is on the Red, 

Amber or Green List of Birds of Conservation Concern 5 – The 

population status of birds in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and 

the Isle of Man. British Birds 114: 723–747 (2021). 

Red List species are those which are “Globally Threatened” according 

to International Union for Conservation of Nature criteria, those whose 

population or range has declined rapidly over a twenty-five year period 

and those which have suffered a historical decline in breeding population. 

Amber List species are those with an unfavourable conservation status 

in Europe, those whose population or range has declined moderately 

over a twenty-five period, those whose population has declined 

historically but made a substantial recent recovery, rare breeders and 

those with internationally important or localised populations. 

Green List species are those which meet none of the above criteria. 

 

Illustrations are by Gil Brooking and Jacquie Fenn. 
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Notes for Contributors 

 

All observers are requested to submit records on a monthly basis as 

this helps considerably with managing the workload and speeding up 

production of the Report. 

 

If it is not possible to submit records until the end of the year this should 

be done by the 31st Jan 2024 for the 2023 Report. Late records cause 

considerable problems in drafting the Systematic List and their inclusion 

cannot be guaranteed if received after this deadline. 

 

Where possible, observers are also asked to submit records either; 

by email to wvbs.recorder@gmail.com 

using the Society’s Records Spreadsheet 

 

or 

 

through the www.wvbs.co.uk website 

using the Submit your Bird Sightings page. 

 

This will enable records to be imported straight into the main spreadsheet 

thus reducing the workload. 

If this is not possible then records can be submitted as hard copy. 

Society Record Sheets are available at indoor meetings or can be 

downloaded from the Society’s website which also has submission 

details. 
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National and County Rarities 

 

National rarities are dealt with by the British Birds Rarities Committee 

(BBRC). A full list of species and forms considered by BBRC as well as 

full details of requirements, procedures and a downloadable reporting 

form are available on the BBRC website www.bbrc.org.uk. 

 

Species and forms considered rare at county level are dealt with by the 

County Records Committee (CRC). A full list of species or forms requiring 

descriptions and the details of requirements and procedures are on the 

CRC website at http://norfolkbirds.weebly.com. 

 

All records of rarities should be submitted as soon as possible after the 

sighting. National rarities accepted by the BBRC and county rarities 

accepted by the CRC will be published in the Report together with the 

initials of the finder / identifier. 

 

 

Abbreviations used in the Systematic List 

 

GP Gravel Pit 

HBW Hoe Bird Walk 

NDR Northern Distributor Road (A1270) 

S/W Sewage Works 

SMHOT Sculthorpe Moor Hawk & Owl Trust 

SNRW Swanton Novers Raptor Watchpoint 

West/Central area See Recording Area map on page 149. Central 

(dashed line) is an area covered by Steve Connor in a farmland breeding 

survey. The dotted line includes the West area with his additional 

breeding records and shows the entire area covered by his Owl survey 

(see page 148). 
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Canada Goose  Branta canadensis 

Common naturalised resident. 

86 records from 18 locations in all months except Nov and Dec with 

34 flocks in double figures. Highest counts were 50 at Great Ryburgh on 

2nd Jan (CR, A&JH), 54 and 62 at Pensthorpe on 30th Aug and 20th Sept, 

respectively (BP, ID, SC, KB) and 57 and 152 at Sparham Pools on 18th 

Aug and 5th Aug, respectively (BH, DL). 

Proof of breeding at Pensthorpe and Sparham Pools. 

 

Barnacle Goose  Branta leucopsis 

Mainly naturalised resident but birds from east Greenland and the 

Russian/Baltic populations possibly scarce winter visitors. Amber listed. 

Recorded from just 2 locations with the majority of sightings from 

Pensthorpe (42 of the 49) which was the only site with proof of breeding. 

Peak monthly counts there were 76 in Jan, 122 in Feb, 218 in Mar, 68 in 

Apr, 44 in May, 85 in June, 144 in July, 140 in Aug, 20 in Sept, 2 in Oct, 

4 in Nov and 5 in Dec. 

The remaining 7 records were from Great Ryburgh between Jan and 

Apr with a peak count of 200 on 3rd Mar (BP). 

There were 2 reports of hybrids. A Barnacle Goose x Ross's Goose 

on 22nd Feb at Great Ryburgh (SCr) and a Barnacle Goose x 

Canada/Cackling Goose on 30th July at Pensthorpe (KB, LK). 

 

Greylag Goose  Anser anser 

Common naturalised resident and passage migrant. Amber listed. 

148 records from 26 locations and in all months with 6 counts over 

250. At Pensthorpe 253 on 30th Aug (BP, ID), 264 on 30th July (KB, LK), 

285 on 24th Aug and 27th Sept (SC, SCr, CR, AH) and at Reed Lane GP 

350 on 6th Oct and 520 on 19th Nov (BH). There were a further 14 three 

figure counts from various sites. 

Proof of breeding was recorded at Beetley Common, Blickling Park, 

Greenacres Farm near Colton, Great Witchingham Common and 

Pensthorpe where there were at least 6 broods. 
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Pink-footed Goose  Anser brachyrhynchus 

Uncommon winter visitor to WVBS area, most birds are recorded flying 

over. Amber listed. 

36 records (30 in 2020, 68 in 2021) with 6 in the first winter period up 

to 22nd Feb and the remainder from 25th Sept with 20 sightings in Nov. 

Reported from 20 locations but at least 20 of the 36 records were of birds 

flying over. About 400 was the highest estimate of skein size. Feeding 

flocks were recorded at Great Ryburgh (NP), Swaffham (north) and 

Bintree (SCr) where 220 were seen feeding on maize stubble. 

 

White-fronted Goose  Anser albifrons 

Very scarce winter visitor. Red listed. 

There were 6 records from 3 locations (Bittering, Hoe, Great 

Ryburgh) all of 1 or 2 birds. All sightings were in the first winter period 

between 2nd Jan and 27th Feb. A record from Hoe and both records from 

Great Ryburgh (BH, NP) identified birds as the Eurasian type (race 

albifrons). 

 

Mute Swan, by Rosie Forster 
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Mute Swan  Cygnus olor 

Fairly common breeding resident. Green listed. 

153 records from 32 locations and in all months. Highest counts were 

16 at Reed Lane GP on 20th Apr (BH), 17 on 14th June and 18 on 21st 

June at Pensthorpe (KB, CR, AH, DL) and 20 at North Elmham on 2nd 

Jan (CR, A&JH) with a further 11 in lower double figures. 

There was proof of breeding at Bintree Mill, Creaky Gate Lake, 

Newton, North Elmham, Pensthorpe, Sculthorpe Moor and Sparham 

Pools.  

 

Bewick's Swan  Cygnus columbianus  

Uncommon winter visitor. Mainly flyovers. Red listed. 

A single record of 30 to 40 flying east/north east over Thorpe Marriott 

on 5th Feb (BHo). 

 

Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus 

Uncommon winter visitor. Mainly flyovers. Amber listed. 

A single record of 30 flying west over Scarning Fen on 19th Nov (IB). 

 

Egyptian Goose  Alopochen aegyptiaca 

Naturalised resident, locally common. 

115 records from 24 locations and in all months. Pensthorpe provided 

46 records and the 6 highest counts. Peak monthly numbers there were 

10 in Jan and Feb, 12 in Mar, 8 in Apr, 21 in May, 33 in June (including 

goslings), 105 in July, 53 in Aug, 17 in Sept, 12 in Oct, 7 in Nov and 5 in 

Dec. 

Highest counts elsewhere were 31 at Sparham Pools on 7th Sept (DL) 

and 30 at Great Ryburgh on 27th Jan and 18th Oct (BP). 

Proof of breeding came from Pensthorpe (at least 3 broods) and Fye 

Bridge, Norwich. 
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Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna 

Uncommon visitor to the valley. Amber listed. 

Recorded at 14 locations with a total of 64 records, the majority 

coming from Great Ryburgh (16) and Pensthorpe (30). There were 14 

double figure counts with the highest being 20 on 21st June and 25 on 

21st May at Pensthorpe (SC, SCr, AH, DL) and 27 on 15th Mar at Great 

Ryburgh (SCr). 

Proof of breeding was reported only from Pensthorpe where there 

were at least 2 broods. 

 

Mandarin Duck  Aix galericulata 

Very scarce naturalised resident. 

17 records, all from Pensthorpe between Jan and Sept with peak 

counts of 6 on 30th May (PA, RG) and 7 on 5th Jan (DL, SCr). Generally 

found in the Collection Area but 1 or 2 were seen regularly at the 

Woodland Hide. 

 

Garganey  Spatula querquedula 

Very scarce summer visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed. 

5 records, all in Mar and Apr. 4 drakes and a female were at Bintree 

Mill on 16th Mar (SCr) with 3 drakes present the following day (PR). A 

drake at Pensthorpe on the 23rd Mar (CR, DL) may have been one of 

these birds. Subsequent records were of 1 bird at Pensthorpe on the 5th 

Apr (ID, BP) and 2 on the 13th Apr (PA, SC). 

 

Shoveler  Spatula clypeata 

Winter visitor and rare breeder. Amber listed. 

Recorded in each month across 17 locations with a total of 93 records 

in which Bintree Mill, Pensthorpe and Sparham Pools featured regularly. 

Peak monthly counts at Pensthorpe were 24 in Jan, 14 in Feb, 16 in Mar, 

40 in Apr, 9 in May, 4 in June, 2 in July, 35 in Aug, 37 in Sept, 92 in Oct, 

54 in Nov and 58 in Dec. Highest counts elsewhere were 41 at Bintree 

Mill on 21st Jan (SCr) and 30 at Sparham Pools on 8th Jan (CS). 

No proof of breeding 
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Shovelers, by Gil Brooking 

 

Gadwall  Mareca strepera 

Resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed. 

Recorded in each month across 18 locations with a total of 104 

records. Commonly reported from Sparham Pools and Pensthorpe 

where peak monthly counts at the latter were 95 in Jan, 45 in Feb, 58 in 

Mar, 20 in Apr, 39 in May, 105 in June, 18 in July, 57 in Aug, 36 in Sept, 

63 in Oct, 70 in Nov and 96 in Dec. Highest counts elsewhere were 36 at 

Sparham Pools on 5th Feb (DL) and 30 at East Lexham on 2nd Jan (IBl). 

Proof of breeding was recorded at one West/Central location where 

a brood of 9 ducklings was seen (SCr). 

 

Wigeon  Mareca penelope 

Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed. 

Reported form 9 locations though Bintree Mill and Pensthorpe 

provided most of the 52 records (13 and 22, respectively). 40 records 

were in first winter period with double figure counts until 26th Mar and 5 

further single figure counts until 2th Apr when 7 were seen at Pensthorpe 

(KB, NE). Highest counts in the first winter period were 60 at North 

Tuddenham on 3rd Jan (BP) and 68 at Bintree Mill on 23rd Feb (SCr). 

(continues) 
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Wigeon (continued) 

There was a record of a single bird at Pensthorpe on the 24th Aug 

(SC, SCr). 

The 10 second winter records began on 10th Oct with 9 at Pensthorpe 

(ID, BP). Highest counts in the second winter period were 60 at Bintree 

Mill on 26th Dec (BP) and 55 on 24th Oct (RB, SCr) at Pensthorpe. Only 

2 other locations had records: 7 at Creaky Gate Lake on 19th Nov (BH) 

and 22 at Reed Lane GP on 29th Dec (BH). 

 

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 

Common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed. 

Recorded in each month across 37 locations with a total of 322 

records. Peak monthly counts at Pensthorpe were 72 in Jan, 104 in Feb, 

44 in Mar, 58 in Apr, 61 in May, 44 in June, 117 in July, 225 in Aug, 118 

in Sept, 148 in Oct, 158 in Nov and 52 in Dec. 

Highest counts elsewhere were 200 at East Lexham on 2nd Jan (IBl), 

120 at Reed Lane GP on 18th Aug (BH) and 96 at Sparham Pools on 7th 

Sept (DL). 

Proof of breeding reported from Bintree Mill, Bittering GP, Brisley, 

Dereham, East Tuddenham, Great Witchingham Common, Honingham, 

Horningtoft, Pensthorpe, Reed Lane GP, Sculthorpe Moor and Sparham 

Pools. 

 

Pintail  Anas acuta 

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed. 

23 records of 1 to 7 birds, mostly in the first winter period. There were 

2 at Great Ryburgh on 7th Feb (NP), 1 at Bintree Mill on 8th Feb (BP) and 

1 flying over at Castle Acre on 21st Oct (SCr) while all the remaining 

records came from Pensthorpe with a maximum of 7 birds on 17th Jan 

(BP, ID). 
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Teal  Anas crecca 

Fairly scarce winter visitor and rare breeder. Amber listed. 

97 records from 21 locations. Reported in each month but the majority 

of sightings and all substantial counts were in the first or second winter 

periods. Peak monthly counts at Pensthorpe were 182 in Jan, 120 in Feb, 

38 in Mar, 51 in Apr, 9 in May, 3 in June, 3 in July, 41 in Aug, 45 in Sept, 

244 in Oct, 264 in Nov and 830 in Dec. 

Elsewhere, the highest counts were 200 at Great Ryburgh on 3rd Mar 

(BP), 180 at Gorgate on 23rd Jan (SCr), 160 at Rawhall Lane GP on 2nd 

Feb (BH) and 155 at Great Ryburgh on 24th Mar (SCr). 

No proof of breeding. 

 

Pochard  Aythya ferina 

Passage migrant and winter visitor, rare breeder. Red listed. 

21 records from just 2 sites. 2 birds were at Sparham Pools in Feb 

(CS) but otherwise all records were of 1 to 4 birds at Pensthorpe, mostly 

in the first or second winter period and with a peak of 11 on 2nd Feb (CR, 

RG). 

Records in summer (May, July, Aug) may be of escapes from the 

Pensthorpe waterfowl collection. 

 

Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula 

Scarce breeder, fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor. 

Green listed. 

98 records from 15 locations. Highest counts were from Sparham 

Pools with 160 on 20th Jan and 100 on 18th Jan (CS). Peak monthly 

counts at Pensthorpe were 67 in Jan, 55 in Feb, 61 in Mar, 58 in Apr, 51 

in May, 32 in June, 30 in July and Aug, 32 in Sept, 45 in Oct, 61 in Nov 

and 40 in Dec. 

Proof of breeding recorded at Great Witchingham Common (1 brood) 

and Pensthorpe (at least 2 broods). 
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Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula 

Very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Red listed. 

A record of 2 males at Sennowe Park on 31st Jan (PJ) and the 

remaining 15 records from Pensthorpe with peak counts of 11 on 21st 

Feb (ID, BP) and 2nd Mar (B&DP). Higher numbers in winter reflect the 

addition of wild birds to residents escaped from the wildfowl collection. 

 

Smew  Mergellus albellus 

Very rare winter visitor. Red listed. 

2 records probably of the same single bird on 27th and 29th Jan at 

Taverham Fishery/ Taverham Mill (SBe, NE). 

 

Goosander  Mergus merganser 

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Green listed. 

6 first winter period records, with single birds seen at Great Ryburgh 

on 9th Feb (SCr) and 6th Mar (NP) and at Pensthrope on 15th and 17th Jan 

(LK, NE, BP, ID) and 10th Mar (PA, DL). 2 were present on 5th Jan (DL, 

SCr). The single second winter period record was a female at Ringland 

on 19th Oct (SBe). 

 

Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix  

Scarce resident, declined in recent years. Red listed. 

41 sightings from 19 locations. Recorded in each month, with 34 

records in single figures. Highest counts were from North Tuddenham 

where 13 were seen on the 15th Aug and 8th Sept but these included 9 

juveniles (BP). The same location had counts of 10 on 16th Sept and 11 

on 27th July and 10th Aug, again including juveniles (BP). A covey of 10 

was at Wendling on 7th Nov (SCr). 

In addition to North Tuddenham there was proof of breeding at 

Hockering (R&PH), Massingham Common (1 juvenile, SCr) and 

Scarning (IB). 
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Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus 

Very common naturalised resident. Thousands are released annually. 

Recorded in all months with 186 records from 35 locations. There 

were five counts in double figures with the highest being 18 near Colton 

(DL). Unusual sightings were of single birds of the Caucasus 'Black-

necked Pheasant' type at Brisley, Mileham and North Elmham and an 

almost wholly white leucistic male at Castle Acre (SCr). 

There was proof of breeding at East and North Tuddenham. 

 

Quail  Coturnix coturnix 

Scarce summer visitor. Amber listed. 

4 were recorded singing at Great Palgrave from mid-June until 23rd 

July with 1 until 4th Aug. 3 were in a large barley field and 1 in a wheat 

field 1.5km away (SCr). 

 

Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa 

Common naturalised resident. Thousands are released annually. 

Recorded in every month 

across 30 locations with a 

total of 104 records. There 

were 13 double figure counts 

with the four highest being 

28, 35, 35 and 37 at Mill 

Farm, North Tuddenham 

between Sept and Dec (BP). 

The only proof of 

breeding was an adult with 3 

young at Great Ryburgh on 

13th July (SCr). 

 

Red-legged Partridge, 

by Gil Brooking 
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Nightjar  Caprimulgus europeaus 

Scarce summer visitor. Amber listed. 

2 records, both from Marsham Heath. 2 birds on 19th May (PR) and 3 

on 23rd July (NE and others on the WVBS Nightjar evening outing). 

 

Swift  Apus apus 

Common summer visitor and passage migrant. Red listed. 

121 records from throughout the valley. The first sighting was of 1 

bird on 6th May at Old Costessey, (AB) and the last, again of a single bird, 

was on 23rd Aug at Reepham, (DG). 

Highest counts: 45 on 29th June at Beetley (SCr), 25 on 25th May at 

Pensthorpe (BP), 36 on 19th & 22 on 18th July at Neatherd Moor (BH), 21 

on 8th July at Fakenham (BH), 20 on 30th May at Pensthorpe (PA, RG) 

and 20 on 12th July at Dereham Town Centre (BP). 

The only record of breeding was along Ollands Road, Reepham. 

 

Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus 

Scarce summer visitor and passage migrant. Red listed. 

45 records this year (55 in 2021, 70 in 2020) with counts of 1 to 3 

birds over 26 sites. 

First recorded on 15th Apr at Sparham with up to 3 birds at this site 

during Apr and May (CS). Last record on 7th Aug at Pensthorpe where a 

juvenile was seen in a “bumbling” flight hunting insects, so proof of 

breeding (SF, PA). 

Other high counts: 2 on 8th May at SMHOT (DL), 2 on 15th May at 

HBW (BH) and 3 males calling on 24th May at Great Witchingham 

Common (R&CG). 

 

Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon)  Columba livia 

Common resident. Green listed. 

22 records of 1 to 35 birds throughout the valley. 
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Stock Dove  Columba oenas 

Fairly common resident. Amber listed. 

354 records from 47 sites. 

Highest counts: 60 on 26th Jan at Haveringland Hall Park (SC), 52 on 

2nd Feb at Fakenham, 32 on 25th Feb at Gressenhall and 24 on 28th Feb 

at Hoe (SCr), 64 on 6th May at Oxwich and 42 on 13th May at Great 

Ryburgh, 52 on 7th June at Colkirk and 90 on 9th June at Horningtoft 

(SCr), 46 on 20th Feb at Great Ryburgh (NP), 62 on 24th Aug and 61 on 

12th Dec at Pensthorpe (SC, SCr, AH) and 50 on 9th Oct at North 

Tuddenham (BP). 

Recorded entering a nest box at East Tuddenham in June, 1 nest at 

Bintree Mill in May. 

Also noted feeding in gardens at Potters Fen. 

 

Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus 

Very common resident. Amber listed. 

585 records, not a surprise! 

Highest counts: 1500 on 30th Mar at Weasenham and 1000 on 21st 

July at Dillington (SCr), 165 on 3rd Feb at Honingham and 130+ on 5th 

Feb at Foxley Wood (DL), 210 on 20th Nov at HBW (BH) and 98 on 26th 

Jan at Cathedral Meadows (BH). 

In most months daily counts of between 20 and 80 birds were 

recorded at Neatherd Moor, with the highest count at this site being 160 

on 14th Oct, (BH). 

Proof of breeding at Honingham, Blickling Park and Haveringland Hall 

Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Twentieth Annual Report_2022 

 85 

Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur 

Scarce summer visitor and 

passage migrant. Red listed. 

14 records this year of 1 to 2 

birds from 4 sites with the first 

record on 16th Apr (IB). However, 

records from undisclosed sites in 

the West/Central parts of the 

WVBS area saw counts of 29 

individuals across 12 sites with a 

maximum of 8 birds at one of these 

sites. Only 1 juvenile recorded.  

 

Turtle Dove, by David Laurie 

 

Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 

Fairly common resident associated with human habitation. Green listed. 

397 records usually of 1 to 8 birds. Highest counts: 16 on 16th Feb 

and 13 on 1st May at SMHOT (B&DP), 40 on 25th Sept at North 

Tuddenham (BP), 11 on 28th Oct and 18 on 6th Nov at Honingham (DL), 
27 at North Elmham on 25th November (SCr). 

Sparrowhawk predation recorded at Potters Fen. 

Proof of breeding at North Tuddenham and Honingham. 

 

Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus 

Very scarce resident and winter visitor. Green listed. 

31 records from 10 locations, with birds more often heard than seen. 

There were 12 records in the first winter period up to 20th Mar and 16 in 

the second from 4th Sept. 26 records were of 1 or 2 birds but there were 

3 at Gorgate on 20th Mar (SCr), at Pensthorpe on 24th Oct (RB, SCr) and 

Guist Common on 24th Aug (SCr). 4 were at Pensthorpe on 21st Oct (KB, 

SC). 
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Moorhen  Gallinula cloropus 

Common resident supplemented by autumn immigrants. Amber listed. 

Seen throughout the year with 265 records from 34 locations. Highest 

monthly counts at Pensthorpe were 22 in Jan, 20 in Feb, 15 in Mar, 10 

in Apr, 9 in May, 21 in June, 25 in July, 48 in Aug (the year's highest 

count), 19 in Sept, 18 in Oct, 10 in Nov and 13 in Dec. 

Other high counts were 20 at Earlham and Bowthorpe Marshes on 

26th Jan (B&DP) and at East Lexham on 2nd Jan (IBl), 23 at Gorgate on 

11th Sept (SCr) and 29 at Eades Mill on 11th Dec (DG). 

Proof of breeding came from Bintree Mill, Creaky Gate Lake, East 

Tuddenham, Hoe, Honingham, Horningtoft, North Elmham, Potters Fen 

(Dereham) and Sparham Pools. 

 

Coot  Fulica atra 

Common resident and winter visitor. Green listed. 

Recorded in every month with 107 records across 17 locations. 

Highest monthly counts at Pensthorpe were 136 in Jan, 128 in Feb, 60 

in Mar, 42 in Apr, 31 in May, 72 in June, 117 in July, 115 in Aug, 189 in 

Sept, 216 in Oct (the year's highest count), 191 in Nov and 125 in Dec. 

Highest counts elsewhere were 20 at Haveringland Hall Park on 11th 

Jan (SC), at Great Ryburgh on 3rd Mar and at Bintree Mill on 3rd Mar (BP). 

There was proof of breeding at Creaky Gate Lake, Great 

Witchingham Common, North Elmham, Pensthorpe (at least 6 broods) 

and Sparham Pools. 

 

Crane  Grus grus 

A rare visitor from the small resident population in the Broads, free flying 

from Pensthorpe’s breeding programme or less likely a continental 

vagrant. Amber listed. 

Only 3 records this year (11 in 2021). 1 bird flying NNE at Thorpe 

Marriott on 7th Apr (BH), 2 flying NE at the SNRW on 21st Oct (JC) and 1 

heard at Lower Hellesdon on 16th Oct (LK). 
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Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Scarce resident and winter visitor. Breeds in small numbers. Green 

listed. 

97 records from 13 locations and in every month of the year. 

Most records of 1 to 5 birds but there were 6 double figure counts 

with the highest three being 12 at Pensthorpe on 27th Sept (CR, AH), 15 

at Gorgate on 11th Sept and 30 at Gorgate on 9th Oct (SCr). 

There was proof of breeding at Creaky Gate Lake, Horningtoft, North 

Elmham (2 broods), Reed Lane GP and Sparham Pools (at least 2 

broods). 

 

Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus 

Scarce resident often departing to the coast in winter months. Green 

listed. 

Recorded in every month with 87 records from 16 locations. 

Generally seen in low single figures but 11, including young, were seen 

at Pensthorpe on 25th May (BP). 

Other high counts were 7 at Great Witchingham Common on 20th Aug 

(R&CG) and at Sparham Pools on 28th Sept (B&DP). 

Proof of breeding reported from Great Witchingham Common, 

Pensthorpe and at Sparham Pools where there were 3 pairs (CS). 

 

Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus 

Rare summer visitor and passage migrant.  Amber listed. 

2 records from Sculthorpe Airfield in Apr, with 2 birds on 10th (IB) and 

2 on 19th (PR). 

A pair at the same location on 6th Apr was the sole record in 2021. 
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Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus 

Scarce summer visitor. Amber listed. 

106 records from 21 locations. 1 or 2 seen at Great Ryburgh in Jan 

then regularly there and elsewhere from mid Feb with the last record on 

6th Aug. 

1 to 4 seen regularly at Neatherd Moor, Dereham (BH) and higher 

numbers at Pensthorpe where peak monthly counts were 12 in Feb, 20 

in Mar, 12 in Apr, 13 in May, 15 in June and 17 (the year's highest count) 

in July. 

Proof of breeding at Pensthorpe and at 2 locations in the 

West/Central area where sadly the nests appeared to fail (SCr). 

 

Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 

Rare summer visitor. Amber listed. 

23 records between 6th Mar and 21st July. Apart from 1 and 2 birds 

on 29th Apr and 25th May, respectively, at Dereham and 1 bird at Beetley 

on 29th Apr all sightings were at Pensthorpe where peak monthly counts 

were 10 in Mar, 8 in Apr, 11 in May, 19 (including 7 young) in June and 

6 in July. 

At Pensthorpe 5 nests and 3 pairs with young were noted. Breeding 

was also recorded at 2 locations in the West/Central area where one nest 

failed and the outcome at the second was unknown (SCr). 

 

Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus. 

Scarce summer visitor, common winter visitor and passage migrant. Red 

listed. 

122 records from 37 locations. Reported in every month but 

predominantly in Jan-mid Mar or Sept-Dec. Highest counts per month 

were 427 in Jan at Honingham (DL), 350 in Feb at Reed Lane GP (BH), 

125 in Mar (LK, KB), 15 in Apr (ID, BP), 10 in May (ID, BP), 13 in June 

(KB, CR), 55 in July (DL, SCr), 230 in Aug (SC, SCr), 177 in Sept (LK, 

DL) and 238 in Oct at Pensthorpe (ID, BP), c.120 in Nov at Sparham (CS) 

and c.130 in Dec at Honingham (DL).  (continues) 
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Lapwing (continued) 

There was proof of 

breeding of at least 3 

pairs at Pensthorpe with 

2 broods of chicks plus a 

nest with eggs. A survey 

in the West/Central area 

by SCr identified 27 pairs 

at 10 sites (14 nests at 1 

site) which raised 10 

young from 3 broods to 

flying stage. 11 nests 

were confirmed as 

predated. 

 

Lapwing, by Gil Brooking 

 

 

 

 

 

Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria 

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. Green listed. 

7 records. The single first winter period record was of c.100 birds at 

Honingham on 22nd Jan (DL). The next records were of 3 on the 27th Aug 

and 22 on 28th Aug at SNRW (NE), followed by 2 on 12th Sept at Neatherd 

Moor, Dereham (BH), 26 at West Raynham on 3rd October (SCr), c.20 at 

Honingham on 9th Dec (DL) and 60 at Neatherd Moor on 26th Dec (BH). 

 

Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola 

Very rare passage migrant. Amber listed. 

A single record of 2 briefly at Sparham Pools on the 29th Mar (CS). 
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Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula 

Very scarce passage migrant. Red listed. 

A single record of a pair at Old Beetley on 10th May (SCr). 

 

Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius 

Passage migrant and very scarce summer visitor. Green listed. 

16 records between 24th Mar and 28th June from 8 locations. 

Sightings were of 1 to 3 birds except for 4 on 17th Apr and 7 on 16th Apr 

at Beetley (PR, IB). 

7 records were from Pensthorpe but there was no evidence of 

breeding there. 2 nests possibly belonging to the same pair were found 

in the West/Central area but breeding was not successful and though 

birds were seen at two other sites there was no evidence of nesting 

(SCr). 

 

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 

Rare passage migrant. Red listed. 

4 records only. 2 birds on 15th Apr at Horsford, flying south but taking 

a brief stop at a storm pool beside the NDR (BHo), 1 on 27th & 2 on 29th 

Apr at Old Beetley (SCr) and 1 bird also on 29th Apr at School Pit, Beetley 

(PR). 

 

Curlew  Numenius arquata 

Rare passage migrant. Red listed. 

14 records with 13 of these from Castle Acre in Mar and Apr. Highest 

counts: 58 on 3rd & 65 on 9th Apr at Castle Acre (SCr). In total a minimum 

of 162 birds in this period, some of which were colour-ringed and leg-

flagged at The Wash. The only other record was of a single bird on 21st 

Oct at Pensthorpe (KB, SC). 

 

Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica  

Very rare passage migrant. Amber listed. 

2 records of single birds (possible the same one) at Pensthorpe on 

1st May (LK) and 3rd May (ID, BP). 
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Knot  Calidris canutus 

Very rare passage migrant. Amber listed. 

1 record of a single bird on 30th Mar at Horsford in a storm pool by 

the NDR (BHo, SBe). 

 

Ruff  Calidris pugnax 

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor in valley. Red listed. 

1 record of a bird on 5th Apr at Pensthorpe (ID, BP). 

 

Dunlin  Calidris alpina 

Scarce passage migrant. Red listed. 

6 records, 4 of which were from Pensthorpe with1 bird on 16th Mar 

(SC, SCr), 1 on 13th May (SCr, DL), 1 on 23rd May (NP) and 2 on 30th 

July (KB, LK). 

There was a single bird on 21st July at Sparham Pools (BH) and 

another single bird on 5th Aug at Old Beetley (SCr). 

 

Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola 

Scarce resident, fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor. Red 

listed. 

26 records from 20 locations. 17 records were in the first winter period 

up to 22nd Mar and 8 in the second winter period from 15th Nov. 

Most were of 1 or 2 birds but 3 were at Gorgate on 23rd Feb (SCr), 4 

at Fakenham on 2nd Feb, Hoe on 7th Feb and Gorgate on 17th Feb (SCr), 

5 at SMHOT on 2nd Jan (NE, EL), Gorgate on 23rd Jan and Gressenhall 

on 20th Dec (SCr), 7 at Sparham on 15th Nov (SC) and 9 at Brisley on 

28th Jan (SCr). 

In the breeding season there was 1 record of a roding bird from the 

West/Central area (SCr). 
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Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus 

Very scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. Green listed. 

5 records from 4 sites. 1 on 2nd Jan at Horsford/NDR storm drain (NE, 

EL), 3 on 20th Feb at Horsford (NE), 1 to 2 birds in Feb at Sparham (CS), 

1 on 22nd Mar in the Swaffham area (SCr) and 3 on 1st Nov at Pensthorpe 

(RS). 

 

Snipe  Gallinago gallinago 

Very scarce resident and scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. 

Amber listed. 

53 records from 27 sites. Highest counts: 15 on 14th Jan at SNRW 

(JCa), 13 on 28th Jan at Brisley (SCr), 15 on 31st Jan at Sparham (CS) 

and 11 on 20th Mar at Beetley (PR). 19 records were from Pensthorpe 

with counts of 1 to 5 birds. 

Other sites included Castle Acre, Neatherd Moor, Potters Fen, 

Tatterford, Worthing, East Tuddenham, Scarning and Dillington. 

 

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 

Rare passage migrant. Amber listed. 

10 records from 2 sites. 8 sightings were from Pensthorpe with 

highest counts of 3 on 7th and 24th Aug (SF, PA, SC, SCr). 

At the second site, around the lakes at Sparham, 3 birds on 17th and 

11 on 27th Aug (CS). 

 

Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus 

Very scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed. 

23 records from 17 sites usually of 1 to 3 birds. 

Highest counts: 6 on 12th July, 10 on 14th Aug and 6 on 24th Aug at 

Pensthorpe (DL, SCr, LK, NE, SC, SCr), 7 on 15th Aug at Castle Acre 

and 6 on 30th Nov at Longham (SCr). 
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Redshank  Tringa totanus 

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed. 

Just a single record this year with a single bird on 1st May at SMHOT 

(B&DP). 

 

Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola 

Very rare passage migrant. Amber listed. 

6 records from 3 sites. 1 on 14th and 2 on 15th Apr at Attlebridge, 

Marriott’s Way (PR, SBe). 

1 on 13th May, 1 on 21st June and 1 on 24th Aug at Pensthorpe (SCr, 

DL, AH, SC). 1 on 8th Aug at Sparham (CS). 

 

Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 

Very rare passage migrant. Amber listed. 

7 records from 5 sites of 1 to 2 birds. 1 on 3rd May at Pensthorpe (ID, 

BP), 2 on 6th and 1 on 15th May at Old Beetley (SCr), 1 on 9th Sept at 

Honingham (DL), 1 on 11th Sept at Sparham Pools (IB, PR). Also 

recorded at Castle Acre with a single bird on 31st Aug (SCr). 

 

Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

Common passage migrant and winter visitor. Scarce breeder. Amber 

listed. 

359 records from throughout the valley and in all months. Highest 

count was 3000 on 2nd Oct at Tittleshall (SCr). High counts at Pensthorpe 

in the summer months with 401 on 28th June (AH, CR), 300 on 10th July 

(SC, RB), 320 on 12th July (DL, SCr) and 362 on 27th Sept (CR, AH). 

Other sites with good numbers were 150 on 1st Jan at Haveringland Hall 

Park (SC) and 300 on 20th Apr at Salters Lane (BH). 

Proof of breeding at Pensthorpe and Sparham Pools. On 10th June 

at Pensthorpe 320 adults were counted with 31 nests on Moon Water 

with at least 9 young, 2 nests on Old Squaw and on Wader Scrape there 

were 26 broods with around 50 young (SC, SCr). On 21st June, also at 

Pensthorpe, 527 adults were recorded with a best estimate of 75+ young 

(AH, DL). 
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Mediterranean Gull  Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 

Scarce passage migrant and summer visitor. Amber listed. 

17 records from 9 sites. Highest counts: 9 on 16th and 7 on 23rd Mar 

and 6 on 5th Apr at Pensthorpe (SC, SCr, CR, DL, ID, BP). There were 5 

on 2nd Oct at Tittleshall (SCr). Other sites included Barmer, Sparham 

Pools, Foulsham, Great Ryburgh, Gateley, Salter’s Lane and SNRW. 

There was proof of breeding at Gateley with a juvenile recorded in 

Aug. 

 

Common Gull  Larus canus 

Common winter and scarce summer non-breeding visitor. Amber listed. 

215 records from 22 sites. Highest counts: 200 on 31st Jan at 

Sennowe Park (PJ), 350 on 7th Mar at Sparham (CS), 60 on 16th Mar at 

Pensthorpe (SC, SCr), 126 on 20th Apr at Salter’s Lane near Bittering 

(BH), 250 on 2nd Oct at Tittleshall, 120 on 22nd Nov at North Elmham and 

300 on 7th Dec at Horningtoft (SCr). 1 to 4 birds seen most days at 

Neatherd Moor. 

 

Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus 

Very scarce non-breeding visitor present throughout the year. Amber 

listed. 

5 records from 4 sites. Present on 2nd Jan at Great Ryburgh (EL, NE). 

1 on 2nd Jan at North Elmham (CR, A&JH), 1 on 9th Feb and 1 on 13th 

Apr at Pensthorpe (SCr, PA, SC). 1 on 19th Sept at Neatherd Moor (BH). 

 

Herring Gull  Larus argentatus 

Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor with some birds 

remaining throughout the year. Red listed. 

184 records from 23 sites. Highest counts: 31 on 2nd and 36 on 19th 

Feb at Pensthorpe (CR, RG, EL, SCr), 42 on 10th Mar, 43 on 16th Mar 

and 33 on 21st July at Pensthorpe (PA, DL, SC, SCr, BP, AN). 57 on 24th 

Aug also at Pensthorpe (SC, SCr). 23 on 1st Aug at Honingham (DL). 

Juveniles seen at Potters Fen and Pensthorpe. 
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Caspian Gull  Larus cachinnans 

Scarce visitor. 

A single bird on 15th Jan at Heigham Waterworks (EM). 

 

Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis 

Scarce visitor. Amber listed. 

4 records of single birds. 1 on 2nd Jan at Horsford NDR storm drain 

(SB, DN, MMc), 1 on 31st Jan at Wensum Park, Norwich (SBe), 1 on 29th 

Mar at Thorpe Marriott (BHo) and 1 on 30th Mar, again at the Horsford 

NDR storm drain (MMc). 

 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus 

Fairly common passage migrant, winter and summer visitor. Amber 

listed (graellsii).  

215 records from 22 sites. Highest counts were 31 on 5th Jan, 16 on 

26th Jan, 18 on 18th July and 15 on 20th July at Potters Fen (PA). 10 on 

3rd May at Pensthorpe (ID, BP), 20 on 30th July at Haveringland (SC), 15 

on 3rd Aug at Harnser Wood, Elsing and 30 on 9th Sept at North 

Tuddenham (BP), 27 on 9th Sept at Honingham, 43 on 25th Sept and 23 

on 2nd Oct at East Tuddenham (DL), 41 on 30th Oct at Little Dunham and 

104 on 7th Nov at Wendling (SCr). 

Proof of breeding at Pensthorpe in Apr and at Potters Fen in May. 

 

Common Tern  Sterna hirundo 

Scarce summer visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed. 

47 records from many sites in the valley. The first record was of a 

single bird on 12th Apr on the Tern raft lake at Sparham (CS) and the last 

record was of 6 birds on 14th Aug at Pensthorpe (LK, NE). Highest counts 

were of 13 on 10th July and 19 on 21st July at Pensthorpe (SC, RB, BP, 

AN). 

Proof of breeding at Pensthorpe with up to 4 nests with young 

hatched and at Sparham Pools with 5 to 6 nests. On 12th July at 

Pensthorpe 10 adults were recorded with 2 incubating, 2 broods of 2 and 

2 flying young (DL, SCr). 
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Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo  

Fairly common winter visitor increasing in numbers, some non-breeding 

birds present in summer. Green listed. 

136 records from 27 sites usually of 1 to 3 birds. Highest counts were 

in double figures with 11 to 20 on most of the 45 WVBS surveys at 

Pensthorpe and 5 to 12 at Sparham Pools from 25 visits.  

Proof of breeding in the West/Central area of the valley where 4 pairs 

had 7 young from broods of 3, 3 and 1 while 1 nest failed (SCr). 

Cormorant, by David Laurie 

 

Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus  

Very rare visitor. 

A new species for the WVBS area. There was a single bird on 15th 

and 25th Mar at Earlham and Bowthorpe Marshes (PR, B&DP). 
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Bittern  Botaurus stellaris 

Very scarce winter visitor. Amber listed. 

4 records from 2 sites of single birds. 

2 records on 8th Oct at Sparham Lakes 

(CS, NE, DL) and on 15th Oct at 

Pensthorpe (DL). Seen on multiple other 

dates at Sparham Lakes (CS). 

 

Bittern, by David Roberts 

 

 

Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis  

Rare but increasing visitor. 

Amber listed. 

24 records from 3 sites of 1 to 6 birds. 

Highest counts were of 6 on 15th (LK, NE) 

and 5 on 17th Jan at Pensthorpe (BP, ID), 

5 on 6th Feb (NP, PR) and 4 on 29th Mar 

at Great Ryburgh (BP) and 1 on 13th and 

2 on 15th May at Bintree Mill (PR). 

 

 

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 

Fairly common resident. Green listed. 

162 records from over 30 sites throughout the valley in most months. 

Usually of 1 to 4 birds but with some higher counts: 8 on 12th July (DL, 

SCr), 8 on 14th Nov (ID, BP) and 9 on 29th Nov (KB, PA) at Pensthorpe. 

4 on 16th Jan (BH) and 7 on 16th Oct (LE) at HBW. 6 on 11th May at 

Nowhere Lane (PN). 

Proof of breeding at Pensthorpe. There were also 13 nests in the 

West/Central areas of the valley with young seen (SCr) and 10 nests at 

the heronry on the old Norfolk Wildlife Park on Nowhere Lane, Great 

Witchingham (PN and the BTO volunteer who monitors the site). 
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Great White Egret  Ardea alba 

Scarce but now regular visitor. Amber listed. 

73 records from 16 sites, most of which were in the Pensthorpe, Great 

Ryburgh, Guist, Bintree Mill and Sparham Pools areas. Highest counts: 

3 on 5th (DL, SCr) and 17th Jan (BP, ID), 3 on 30th May (PA, RG), 4 on 

12th July (DL, SCr) and 4 on 10th Oct (BP, ID) at Pensthorpe. 

Reported as 

“Everyday birds in the 

village in winter” at 

Great Ryburgh (NP). 

Also recorded 

towards Norwich at 

Earlham and 

Bowthorpe Marshes 

with a single bird on 

26th Jan and 5th Feb 

(B&DP). 

 

Great White Egret, 

by Bryony Pearson 

 

 

 

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 

Fairly common and widespread resident. Green listed. 

164 records from 36 sites of usually 1 to 4 birds. Highest counts were 

8 on 25th May (BP), 9 on 28th June (AH, CR) and 10 on 12th July (DL, 

SCr) at Pensthorpe. 

2 pairs recorded at the heronry on the old Norfolk Wildlife Park on 

Nowhere Lane, Great Witchingham (PN & the BTO volunteer who 

monitors the site). 
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Osprey  Pandion haliaetus 

Very scarce passage migrant, increasing in frequency in recent years. 

Amber listed. 

13 records this year (only 3 in 2021), usually of single birds. 

6 sightings were in the Sparham Pools area and a further 4 in the 

Lyng area. Highest counts of 2 on 10th Sept at Lyng Easthaugh (CSt), 1 

on 8th Sept (DE) and 2 on 12th Sept at Sparham Pools (CS) and 2 on 11th 

Sept at Lyng GP (IB). 

There was a single bird on 19th Sept at Kingfisher Lakes, Lyng, 

(R&CG), 1 on 20th Sept at Fustyweed (PR) and 1 on 30th Sept at 

Lenwade (AR). 

The last record was of 1 on 18th Oct at Thorpe Marriott, flying west 

(SBe, JGe). 

 

Honey-buzzard  Pernis apivorus  

Very scarce summer visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed. 

15 records between 24th June and 21st Aug all at SNRW. 

Usually 1 or 2 birds but 3 were seen on 4th July (IB) and 4 on 17th July 

(NE). 

 

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 

Fairly common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber 

listed. 

160 records from 45 sites usually of 1 to 2 birds. Highest counts: 2 on 

18th Feb at Scarning (IB), 2 on 16th Mar and 3 on 24th Aug at Pensthorpe 

(SC, SCr), 2 on 20th Apr at Longham (SP), 2 on 27th July at Haveringland 

(SC) and 2 on 9th Aug at Reepham (DG). 

Accounts of prey taken consisted of Blackbird, Woodpigeon and 

Collared Dove. 

No proof of breeding. 
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Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis 

Uncommon resident, passage migrant and winter visitor to valley. Green 

listed. 

24 records this year (13 in 2021), 16 of which were from SNRW. 

Highest counts at this site were 3 on 27th Feb (IB, PR), 2 on 4th July (IB) 

and 2 on 21st Aug (NE). 

Other locations were Pensthorpe, Marsham, Foulsham, 

Haveringland Hall Park and Sparham Pools. 

 

Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus 

Very scarce passage migrant and increasing summer visitor to valley 

breeding in small numbers. Amber listed. 

88 records from 17 sites mostly of 1 to 3 birds. 

The most common sites were Guist/Guist Common, Pensthorpe, 

SMHOT and Great Ryburgh. 

The highest counts were at Guist / Guist Common with 4 on 2nd Jan 

(SB, DN, MMc), 5 on 21st Jan, 8 on 23rd Jan, 5 on 24th Mar, 4 on 13th Apr, 

7 on 24th Oct, 8 on 13th Nov and 8 on 5th Dec (SCr) and 4 on 13th Apr 

(BP). 

The 8 birds recorded on 23rd Jan consisted of 2 adult males, 1 

immature male, 1 juvenile and 4 females with 1 of the latter having 

Norfolk attached wing tags. 

Proof of breeding at Guist and Pensthorpe. 

 

Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus 

Uncommon winter visitor. Red listed. 

4 records of single birds on 1st Jan and 6th Apr at Foulsham (JCa), 2nd 

Jan on the WVBS bird race (PR, IB, SCr, CSt) and 26th Jan at 

Haveringland Hall Park (SC). 
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Red Kite  Milvus milvus 

Resident established from reintroductions elsewhere in England. Green 

listed. 

262 sightings from over 65 sites throughout the valley. Highest counts 

were usually at Honingham with 26 on 5th Jan, 28 on 1st Feb, 20 on 30th 

Oct, 32 on 9th Nov and 29 on 12th Dec (DL) with 45 at this same location 

on 3rd Dec (CSt, IB). 

The only other significant counts were 18 on 8th Jan at SMHOT (IB) 

and 21 on 28th Dec at Hockering (CR). 

Proof of breeding was a display on 7th Aug over Pensthorpe (SF, PA). 

 

White-tailed Eagle  Heliaeetus albicilla 

Very rare vagrant. 

2 sightings of a single bird on 5th Feb at Great Ryburgh (NE, PA) and 

Sennowe Park (IB). 

The previous sightings were of single birds in 2015 and 2017. 

 

Buzzard  Buteo buteo  

Common resident and scarce passage migrant. Green listed. 

With 410 records still the most recorded raptor in the valley. 

Highest counts: 18 on 26th Sept at Sparham (CS), 12 on 27th Feb at 

SNRW (PR, IB), 8 on 23rd Mar, 8 on 21st May and 9 on 27th Sept at 

Pensthorpe (CR, DL, SC, AH), 7 on 3rd Mar at Honingham and 6 on 22nd 

Mar at East Tuddenham (DL), 7 on 11th Feb at Tittleshall (SP) and 6 on 

26th Aug at Horsford (B&DP). 

The HBW recorded 6 on 19th June (BH) and 5 on 16th Oct (LE). 

Proof of breeding with nests at Sparham (CS), Mill Farm, North 

Tuddenham (BP) and possible breeding, with prey being carried, at East 

Tuddenham (DL). 
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Barn Owl  Tyto alba 

Fairly common resident. Green listed. 

42 records from 32 sites of single birds though 3 pairs were reported 

from Sparham (CS). Early hours records from Guist Common, Bittering, 

Fakenham and Rougham and other sites received. 

Proof of breeding at Elsing and Fakenham. 

 

Little Owl  Athene noctua 

Fairly common naturalised resident. 

65 records from 26 sites, 

usually of single birds. Most 

records were from Neatherd 

Moor with counts of 1 to 2 

birds in the months of Feb, 

Mar, Apr, June, Aug and Sept 

(BH). In the early hours of 

16thJune a family group, with 

juvenile, recorded at Beeston 

and 3 birds on 10th July at 

Swanton Morley (SCr). 5 

records from Worthing, the 

second most recorded site, of 

single birds in Jan, Feb, June, 

Oct and Dec (DK, PR, IB). 

Proof of breeding in 

addition to Beeston was at 

Neatherd Moor (BH). 

Little Owl, by Jacquie Fenn 

Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus 

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber listed. 

1 seen at Scarning/Toftwood on 15th Mar (JF, JG) and 1 on 12th Sept 

at Great Ryburgh (SCr). 
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Tawny Owl  Strix aluco 

Fairly common resident. Amber listed. 

87 records from 37 sites. Highest counts: 3 on 19th May at Hoe (1 

adult and 2 juveniles), 4 on 16th June at Litcham (1 adult and 3 juveniles), 

6 on 14th June at Tatterford and 9 on 14th June at Weasenham (5 adults 

and 4 juveniles) (SCr). 

Proof of breeding also at Bittering, Little Dunham, Massingham 

Airfield, Newton, Old Beetley, Pockthorpe, Rougham, Tittleshall, West 

Lexham, Brisley, East Bilney and Mileham (SCr). This year's records 

were augmented by night-time surveys by SCr (see page 68). 

 

Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis 

Scarce resident. Green listed. 

70 records from 29 sites usually of 1 to 2 birds. Highest counts: 2 on 

15th Apr at Rushmeadows (IB), 2 on 31st May at Eade’s Mill, Great 

Witchingham (DG), 2 on 21st June at Pensthorpe (AH, DL), 2 on 2nd June 

at Scarning (IB), 2 on 13th July at Haveringland (SC), 2 on 20th Aug at 

Great Witchingham Common (RG) 

and 3 on 6th Sept at Castle Acre (SCr). 

Also seen in Norwich during May at 

Anglia Square and Fye Bridge (SBe). 

Proof of breeding at Eade’s Mill, 

with an adult feeding a young bird and 

also in the West/Central area of the 

valley (SCr). 

 

Great Spotted Woodpecker, 

by Tine Lowe 

 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 

Dendrocopos major 

Common resident. Increasingly 

visiting garden feeders. Green listed. 

(continues) 
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Great Spotted Woodpecker (continued) 

282 records from 47 sites usually of 1 to 2 birds. Highest counts: 4 on 

17th Jan at Neatherd Moor (BH) and 3 on 21st Feb, 4 on 16th Mar, 4 on 

30th Aug at Pensthorpe (ID, BP, SC, SCr, BP, ID), 4 on 23rd Feb at 

Gorgate (SCr), 5 on 15th May at HBW (BH) and 4 on 27th July at 

Haveringland (SC). 

Proof of breeding at Honingham in June (DL), Potters Fen, also in 

June (PA), Elsing (C&FN), Cawston (BH), SMHOT (NE) and Broom 

Green (SCr). 

 

Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis 

Fairly common resident. Green listed. 

313 records from 

over 50 sites mostly of 1 

to 3 birds. Highest counts 

were 3 on 10th Feb at 

North Elmham, 10 on 

21st July at Dillington and 

5 on 17th Dec at Gorgate 

(SCr), 3 on 13th Apr, 3 on 

12th July and 4 on 24th 

Aug at Pensthorpe (PA, 

SC, DL, SCr,).  

Proof of breeding at 

Potters Fen, Neatherd 

Moor, Honingham and 

Dillington. 

 

 

 

Green Woodpecker, 

by Steve Connor 
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Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 

Fairly common resident and passage migrant. Amber listed. 

298 records from throughout the valley, usually of 1 to 2 birds. There 

were counts of 3 on 19th June at Haveringland Hall Park (SC, KB), on 3rd 

Aug at North Tuddenham (BP), on 27th Sept at Pensthorpe (CR, AH), on 

22nd Sept at Scarning and on 4th July at SNRW (IB), on 4th July at 

Fakenham, a 

family group, on 

31st Oct at Castle 

Acre (SCr) and 

on 12th Dec at 

Booton (DG). 

Proof of 

breeding at 

Mileham, Rush 

Meadows and 

possible 

breeding at East 

Tuddenham and 

Scarning Fen. 

 

 

Kestrel, by Hilary Gostling 

 

Merlin  Falco columbarius 

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. Red listed. 

Only the one record of a single bird on 4th Mar at Foulsham (JCa). 

 

Hobby  Falco subbuteo 

Very scarce summer visitor and passage migrant. Green listed. 

46 records from 18 sites usually of a single bird. Counts of 2: 13th May 

and 10th June at Pensthorpe (SCr, DL, SC), on 21st and 27th Aug at 

SNRW (NE) and on 8th Aug and 9th Sept at Foulsham (JCa). 

Prey noted on 2 occasions; Swifts and Dragonflies. 
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Peregrine  Falco peregrinus 

Very scarce passage migrant, winter visitor and rare breeder. Green 

listed. 

32 records from 21 sites (15 in 2021), but only 6 from Norwich 

Cathedral. Most records were of a single bird but counts of 2 on 2nd Jan 

at Cathedral Meadows, North Elmham (NE, EL) and on 19th Dec at 

Norwich Cathedral (PR). 

There was a regular record of a single, Finnish-ringed bird on 

Aylsham Church (PR, PA). 

Peregrine, by Stewart Betts 

 

Ring-necked Parakeet (Rose-ringed Parakeet)  Psittacula krameri 

Rare naturalised resident or escape. 

7 records of 1 to 2 birds along the Wensum from the Hellesdon Mill 

and Low Road area along to Anderson’s Meadow. Highest count was 9 

birds on 2nd Sept at Hellesdon Mill (EL). 
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Great Grey Shrike 

Lanius excubitor 

Very rare passage migrant and 

winter visitor. 

1, very likely the same bird, 

seen on five occasions 

between 23rd Mar and 13th Apr 

at Sparham (CS, EL, PR, IB, 

BP). 

 

 

 

Great Grey Shrike, by Gil Brooking 

 

 

 

 

 

Jay  

Garrulus glandarius 

Fairly common resident and winter visitor. Green listed. 

408 records from throughout the valley usually of 1 to 3 birds. Highest 

counts of 5 on 17th Apr and 18th Sept at HBW (BH), 5 on 12th July, 8 on 

14th Aug and 12 on 24th Oct at Pensthorpe (DL, SCr, LK, NE, RB), 5 on 

12th July and 4th Oct at Neatherd Moor (BH). A pair noted regularly at 

Worthing village (DK). 

 

Magpie  Pica pica 

Common resident. Green listed. 

488 records from throughout the valley mostly of 1 to 10 birds. 

Highest counts: 20 on 26th Jan at Earlham and Bowthorpe Marshes 

(B&DP), 13 on 20th, 14 on 2nd Sept and 15 on 25th Nov at Neatherd Moor 

(BH) and 17 on 14th Feb at Potters Fen (PA). 

Proof of breeding at Honingham (DL) and Potters Fen (PA). 
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Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula 

Common resident. Green listed. 

452 records from throughout the valley. Highest counts: 90 on 21st 

Feb at Worthing village (DK), 150 on 12th July and c100 on 25th Sept at 

Pensthorpe (DL, SCr, RB, PA) and 100 on 16th Oct at HBW (LE). A c1000 

pre-roost gathering at Sparham was noted during the autumn (CS). 

Proof of breeding at Castle Acre and Dereham Watermeadows. 

 

Rook  Corvus frugilegus 

Common resident. Amber listed. 

357 records from throughout the valley. Highest counts were c100 on 

2nd Jan near Colton (DL), 210 on 16th Feb at School Road, Dereham 

(BH), 120 on 23rd Mar and 140 on 7th Aug at Pensthorpe (CR, DL, SF, 

PA), c100 on 25th May at Sparham Pools (DL), c200 on 14th June at Little 

Witchingham Hall and c200 on 19th Sept at Bawdeswell (DG). As with 

Jackdaws, there was a c1000 pre-roost gathering at Sparham during the 

autumn (CS). 

Proof of breeding at Pensthorpe, Lyng, Neatherd Moor, Potters Fen 

and Reepham. 

 

Carrion Crow  Corvus corone 

Common resident. Green listed. 

461 records from throughout the valley usually of 1 to 4 birds. Highest 

counts: 31 on 5th Jan at Potters Fen (PA), 20 on 27th Jan at Great 

Ryburgh (BP), 53 on 30th Jan at Dereham S/W and 30 on 15th May and 

23 on 21st Aug at HBW (BH). 

Proof of breeding at Castle Acre, Potters Fen and Neatherd Moor. 

 

Raven  Corvus corax 

A vagrant to WVBS but increasing elsewhere in Norfolk where it has bred 

for the first time. Green listed. 

3 records this year. 1 on 26th Mar at Costessey (AG), 2 birds on 3rd 

Oct at Old Costessey (CSt) and a single bird on 16th Oct at HBW (LE). 
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Waxwing  Bombycilla garrulus 

Scarce irruptivelate autumn and winter visistor to the valley. Green 

listed. 

4 records from 3 sites. 1 on 8th and 9th Jan at SMHOT (IB, NE), 1 on 

29th Nov at Norwich Road, Costessey and 1 on 8th Dec at Gunton Lane, 

Costessey (AG). 

 

Coal Tit  Periparus ater 

Common resident. Green listed. 

97 records from 21 sites usually of 1 to 3 birds. 

Highest counts were 5 on 16th Mar at Pensthorpe (SC, SCr), 4 on 27th 

July and 5 on 30th Nov at Haveringland Hall Park (SC). 

 

Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris 

Fairly common resident. Red listed. 

73 records from 21 sites usually of 1 to 3 birds. 

Highest counts: 3 on 25th Feb at Gressenhall (SCr), 3 on 26th Oct at 

SMHOT (DL) and 3 on 30th Nov at Haveringland Hall Park (SC). There 

were 5 on 17th Jan, 4 on 30th Aug, 4 on 20th Sept, 5 on 10th Oct and 4 on 

12th Dec at Pensthorpe (BP, ID, SC, KB, AH, SCr). 

Proof of breeding at Pensthorpe. 

 

Great Tit  Parus major 

Common resident. Green listed. 

491 records from throughout the valley in all months. Highest counts: 

14 on 2nd Feb, 18 on 21st Oct and 28 on 29th Nov at Pensthorpe (CR, RG, 

KB, SC, PA). 

Proof of breeding at Guist Common, Horningtoft, Gressenhall, 

Pensthorpe, Honingham, Sparham Pools, North Tuddenham Common, 

Neatherd Moor and SMHOT. 
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Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus 

Common resident. Green listed.  

576 records from sites throughout the valley. Highest counts were of 

24 on 5th Jan at Potters Fen (PA), 23 on 7th Feb at Hoe and 22 on 10th 

Feb at North Elmham (SCr), 31+ on 27th Sept, 22 on 10th Oct, 32 on 21st 

Oct, 46 on 29th Nov and 24 on 12th 

Dec at Pensthorpe (WVBS 

monitoring team). 10+ birds were 

recorded most months at 

Neatherd Moor (BH). 

16 birds were ringed in Mar at 

Morse Close Lenwade (EL, RG). 

Proof of breeding at North 

Elmham, Gateley, Pensthorpe, 

Potters Fen, Hellesdon Mill, 

Reepham, Swanton Drive 

(Dereham), North Tuddenham 

Common, Sparham Pools, 

Honingham and Neatherd Moor. 

 

 Blue Tit, by Colin Smith 

 

Bearded Tit  Panurus biarmicus 

Rare visitor to the valley. Green listed. 

A single record of 7 on 18th Oct at Costessey House (private estate) 

(JN). 

 

Woodlark  Lullula arborea 

Scarce summer visitor. Green listed. 

7 records this year from 4 sites. Highest counts of 4 on 2nd Jan at 

Buxton Heath (SB, DN, MMc) and 7 on 5th Sept at Cawston Heath (SBe). 

Other sites were Attlebridge and Gressenhall with records of single 

birds. 
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Skylark  Alauda arvensis 

Common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Red listed. 

313 records from over 50 sites usually of 1 to 9 birds. Highest counts: 

38 on 2nd and 24 on 5th Jan at Neatherd Moor (BH), 60 on 12th Jan at 

Lyng Easthaugh (SBe), 40 on 28th Feb at Dillington (SCr), 20 on 10th Apr 

and c25 on 13th Mar at Pettywell (DG), c35 on 25th Oct at Honingham 

(DL), 40 on 7th and 9th Dec at North Tuddenham (BP) and 40 in Dec at 

Sparham (CS). Sightings of around 20 also recorded from Gorgate, 

Horningtoft, Bintree, Gressenhall, Castle Acre and Whissonsett during 

the year (SCr). 

Proof of breeding at Dillington and Horningtoft. 

 

Sand Martin  Riparia riparia 

Uncommon summer visitor and passage migrant. Decreasing. Green 

listed. 

Only 16 records (22 in 2021) from 4 sites, mostly of 1 to 5 birds. 

Highest counts: 12 on 25th May at Pensthorpe (BP) and 14 on 13th June 

at Lyng Easthaugh (PR). Other sites were on the Hoe Bird Walk and 

Sparham at the Tern raft lake. 

c65 nest holes noted at Walnut Tree Farm, Lyng Easthaugh in Apr 

(RG). 

 

Swallow  Hirundo rustica  

Common summer visitor and passage migrant. Decreasing. Green 

listed. 

106 records usually of 1 to 10 birds. Highest counts were of 52 on 

30th July and 60 on 24th Aug at Pensthorpe (KB, LK, SC, SCr), 141 on 

27th Aug at Lyng Easthaugh (RG, MB), 25 on 9th Sept at North 

Tuddenham (BP), 100 on 12th Sept at Pensthorpe and 80 on 22nd Sept 

at Tatterford (SCr), 30 on 23rd Sept at Old Costessey (AB). First sighting 

on 11th Apr at Sparham (PR), last record on 29th Sept at Neatherd Moor 

(BH). 

Proof of breeding at Greenacres Farm near Colton, Potters Fen, 

Pensthorpe, Sparham Hall Farm and Hellesdon Mill. 
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House Martin  Delichon urbicum 

Common summer visitor and passage migrant. Red listed. 

165 records from 21 sites usually of 1 to 10 birds. Highest counts: 52 

on 17th and 33 on 19th Aug at Neatherd Moor (BH), c25 on 19th Aug at 

Heydon (DG), 30 on 31st Aug at North Tuddenham (BP), 30+ on 6th Sept 

at Scarning (IB) and c30 on 20th Sept at Pensthorpe (SC, KB). First 

record on 10th Apr at Scarning (IB) and last record on 27th Sept at 

Pensthorpe (CR, AH). 

Proof of breeding at Bintree Mill, Fakenham, North Tuddenham, 

Greenacres Farm near Colton and Heydon. 

 

Cetti’s Warbler  Cettia cetti 

Uncommon resident expanding its range through valley. Green listed. 

67 records from 16 sites usually of 1 to 3 birds. Highest counts were 

4 on 13th Apr, 4 on 1st May and 7 on 21st May at Pensthorpe (PA, SC, 

LK). Other sites with regular records were Great Witchingham Common, 

Guist Common, SMHOT, Sparham Pools and Bintree Mill. 

 

Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus 

Common resident. Green listed. 

306 records from 42 sites. Highest counts: 20 on 16th June at Beetley 

Common (BP), 20 on 19th June at HBW (BH), 19 on 14th Aug at 

Honingham (DL), 30+ on 20th Sept and 33 on 21st Oct at Pensthorpe (SC, 

KB) and 26 on 31st Oct at Castle Acre (SCr). 

Proof of breeding at Sparham Pools, Guist Common, Pensthorpe, 

Honingham, East Tuddenham, Neatherd Moor, North Tuddenham 

Common and Beetley Common. 

 

Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus 

Declining summer resident and passage migrant. Amber listed. 

36 records from 19 sites. Highest counts were of 5 on 7th May at 

Foxley Wood (BH), 4 on 19th June at Buxton Heath (SC, KB) and 4 on 

14th Aug at Pensthorpe (LK, NE). First record on 12th Apr at Newton (SCr) 

and the last on 24th Aug at Pensthorpe (SC, SCr). 
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Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 

Common summer resident, passage migrant and very scarce winter 

visitor. Green listed. 

307 records from 44 sites. Highest counts: c20 on 23rd Mar along 6.5 

miles of the Marriott’s Way, from Reepham to Aylsham (DG), 9 on 23rd 

Mar, 12 on 5th Apr, 11 on 24th Apr, 11 on 14th June and 16 on 20th Sept 

at Pensthorpe (CR, DL, ID, BP, KB, NE, SC), 15 on 23rd May at Twyford, 

14 on 9th June at Horningtoft and 10 on 31st Aug at Castle Acre (SCr). 

Proof of breeding at Potters Fen and Neatherd Moor. 

 

Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

Fairly common summer resident and passage migrant. Amber listed. 

28 records from 9 sites of 1 to 8 birds. Highest counts were 5 on 3rd 

May, 8 on 25th May and 4 on 21st June at Pensthorpe (ID, BP, AH, DL). 

First and last records were at Pensthorpe on 24th Apr (KB, NE) and 

30th July (KB, LK), respectively. Other sites with several records include 

Sparham Pools, Scarning, Bintree Mill, Castle Acre and Guist Common 

where singing was noted at 10.22 pm. 

 

Reed Warbler  

Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

Fairly common summer resident and 

passage migrant. Green listed. 

41 records from 15 sites usually 

of 1 to 7 birds. Highest counts: 10 on 

10th May at Gorgate and 8 on 18th 

May at Bintree Mill (SCr), 9 on 30th 

May, 14 on 10th and 9 on 28th June 

at Pensthorpe (PA, RG, SC, SCr, 

AH, CR). First records were on 1st 

May at Sparham and Pensthorpe 

(CS, LK) while the last was on 8th 

Sept at Pensthorpe and SMHOT 

(LK, DL). Reed Warbler, by Gil Brooking 
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Grasshopper Warbler  Locustella naevia 

Very scarce summer visitor and passage migrant. Red listed. 

4 records this year of single birds (only 1 record in 2021). 

1 on 4th May at Drayton (BHo), 1 on 11th June at Scarning (IB), 1 on 

11th June at Vicarage Meadows, Dereham (PR) and 1 on 19th June at 

SMHOT (ME). 

 

Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla 

Common summer resident, passage migrant and very scarce winter 

visitor. Green listed. 

219 records. Records in Jan and Feb of single birds in Norwich, 

Thorpe Marriott and Lower Hellesdon. 

The main influx commenced on 3rd Apr at Castle Acre and Sparham. 

Highest counts: 10 on 13th Apr at Gorgate and 14 on 19th May at 

Brisley (SCr), 12 on 13th May, 9 on 25th May and 15 on 10th June at 

Pensthorpe (SCr, DL, BP, SC, SCr), 8 on 2nd May, 6 on 1st July and 7 on 

17th July at Neatherd Moor (BH), 7 on 6th May at Sparham Pools (DL) 

and 7 on 7th May at Foxley Wood (BH). 

Proof of breeding at Gateley, Neatherd Moor and Pensthorpe. 

 

Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin  

Fairly common summer visitor and passage migrant. Green listed. 

46 records of usually 1 to 3 birds. 

Highest counts of 4 on 6th and 26th May at Sparham Pools (DL, BH), 

8 on 21st and 5 on 25th May at Pensthorpe (SC, BP) and 4 on 19th June 

at Haveringland Hall Park (SC, KB). 

First record on 19th Apr at Old Costessey (AB). Last record on 22nd 

Aug at Neatherd Moor (BH). 

Proof of breeding, pair noted at Sparham Pools in May. 
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Lesser Whitethroat  Curruca curruca 

Scarce summer resident and passage migrant. Green listed. 

32 records from 19 sites of 

single birds except for 3 

records of 2 birds. 2 on 2nd June 

and 2 on 26th Aug at Neatherd 

Moor (BH) and 2 juveniles on 

6th July at Stibbard (SCr), 

hence proof of breeding at this 

site. First records on 24th Apr at 

Broom Green, Old Beetley and 

near Colton (SCr, DL). Last 

record on 6th Sept at Castle 

Acre (SCr). 

 

Lesser Whitethroat, by Gil Brooking 

 

 

 

 

 

Whitethroat  Curruca communis 

Common summer resident. Amber listed. 

132 records from 25 sites generally of 1 to 4 birds. Highest counts: 

10 on 6th May at Horningtoft (SCr), 7 on 28th May and 7 on 9th Aug at 

Neatherd Moor (BH) and 7 on 10th July at Swanton Morley (SCr). First 

records on 15th Apr at Lyng Easthaugh and Neatherd Moor (NE, BH). 

Last record on 8th Sept at SMHOT (DL). 

Proof of breeding at Mileham, Great Ryburgh and also with juveniles 

at Castle Acre in Aug. 

 

Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla 

Rare resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Green listed. 

Only 1 record this year of a single bird on 15th Apr at Horsford (MMc). 
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Goldcrest  Regulus regulus 

Common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Green listed. 

78 records from 28 sites usually of 1 to 4 birds. Highest counts: 4 on 

15th Jan and 24th Apr and 5 on 14th Aug at Pensthorpe (LK, NE, KB), 4 

on 30th Jan at Haveringland Hall Park (SC) and 6 on 25th Feb at 

Gressenhall (SCr). 4 birds ringed in Morse Close, Lenwade. 

 

Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes 

Common resident. Amber listed. 

482 records from over 40 sites. Highest counts were of 13 on 23rd 

Feb at Gorgate, 17 on 27th May at Gateley, 11 on 23rd May at Twyford, 

18 on 9th June at Horningtoft and 18 on 20th June at North Elmham (SCr). 

There were 11 on 6th Mar, 10 on 23rd Mar, 14 on 5th Apr, 16 on 1st May 

and 16 on 14th June at Pensthorpe (LK, KB, CR, DL, ID, BP), 11 on 18th 

Mar at Sparham Pools (DL) and 11 on 14th Apr at Neatherd Moor (BH). 

Proof of breeding at Foxley Wood and Neatherd Moor in June (DL, 

BH), also at Gateley and Fakenham in May and June (SCr). 

 

Nuthatch  Sitta europaea 

Fairly common resident. 

Green listed. 

106 records from 27 sites, 

mostly of 1 to 2 birds. Highest 

counts: 3 on 31st Jan at 

SMHOT (PJ), 4 on 20th Mar at 

Gorgate (SCr), 3 on 27th July 

at Haveringland (SC), 3 on 8th 

Sept and 3 on 14th Nov at 

Pensthorpe (LK, DL, ID, BP).  

Proof of breeding at 

Sparham Pools (DL) and 

North Elmham (SCr). 

 

Nuthatch, by Bryony Pearson 
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Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris 

Fairly common resident. Green listed. 

46 records from 24 sites of 1 to 2 birds. 

Highest counts were 3 on 13th Apr at Gorgate (SCr) and 4 on 21st Oct 

at Pensthorpe (KB, SC). 

Proof of breeding at Pensthorpe (KB, CR) and nest building occurring 

at Gorgate (SCr). 

 

Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 

Common resident. Red listed. 

306 records from 34 sites. 

Highest counts: 30 on 15th Jan and 110 on 26th Aug at Potters Fen 

(PA), 58 on 2nd, 54 on 30th May and 69 on 4th June at Neatherd Moor 

(BH), 45 on 16th Mar and 86 on 29th Nov at Pensthorpe (SC, SCr, KB, 

PA), c100 on 16th Feb and 48 on 4th June at Honingham, c60 on 18th Mar 

at Sparham Pools and c70 on 19th Mar near Colton (DL), 50 between 12th 

& 14th Mar at North Tuddenham (BP), 70 on 20th Oct at Castle Acre and 

300 on 21st Oct at Newton (SCr). 

Proof of breeding at Gressenhall and Brisley, Honingham, Yaxham 

Road (Dereham), Potters Fen and Neatherd Moor. 

 

Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos 

Fairly common resident and passage migrant. Amber listed. 

257 records from throughout the valley usually of 1 to 3 birds. 

Highest counts were 10 on 2nd Jan at Buxton Heath (SB, DN, MMc), 

7 on 7th Feb at Hoe and 5 on 23rd Feb at Gorgate (SCr). 

Proof of breeding at Honingham, Foulsham, Foxley Wood and 

Pensthorpe. 
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Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus 

Fairly common resident. Red listed. 

128 records from throughout the valley usually of 1 to 3 birds. 

Highest counts: 5 on 1st Jan at Haveringland Hall Park, 14 on 13th 

and 18 on 29th July at the same location (passage birds) (SC). There 

were 5 on 2nd Jan at Buxton Heath (SC, KB), 22 on 23rd Jan at Dillington, 

5 on 8th Feb at Swanton Morley, 5 on 9th June at Horningtoft (SCr) and 

12 in Aug at Sparham (CS). 

Proof of breeding at Foulsham and Horningtoft. 

 

Redwing  Turdus iliacus 

Common passage migrant and fairly common winter visitor. 

Amber listed. 

145 records from throughout the valley. 

In the 1st winter period the highest counts were of 60+ on 16th Jan at 

Haveringland Hall Park (SC), 66 on 2nd Feb at Rawhall Lane GP (BH) 

and 120 on 10th Feb at North Elmham (SCr). 

In the 2nd winter period c250 on 9th Oct at Honingham (DL), 150 on 

21st Oct at Castle Acre, 130 on 28th Nov at Twyford, 220 on 7th Dec at 

Horningtoft, 100 on 20th Dec at Gressenhall (SCr) and 108 on 29th Nov 

at Pensthorpe (KB, PA). 

 

Blackbird  Turdus merula 

Common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Green listed. 

581 records from throughout the valley. 

Highest counts: 100 on 2nd Jan at Castle Acre (IBl), 35 on 15th Jan 

and 38 on 29th Nov at Pensthorpe (LK, NE, KB, PA), 61 on 9th Feb at 

Potters Fen (PA), 26 on 23rd May at Gressenhall and 48 on 22nd Nov at 

North Elmham (SCr) and 35 on 17th Dec at Sparham (CS). 

Proof of breeding at Great Ryburgh, Gressenhall, Mileham, Brisley, 

East Tuddenham, Sparham Pools, Honingham, Potters Fen, North 

Tuddenham and Yaxham Road (Dereham). 
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Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris 

Common passage migrant and winter visitor. Red listed. 

144 records from throughout the valley. Highest counts in the 1st 

winter period: 200 on 2nd Jan at Brisley (SCr, PR, CSt, IB). 270 on 2nd 

Jan at Neatherd Moor and 

275 on 2nd Feb at Rawhall 

Lane GP (BH), c200 on 5th 

Jan at Haveringland Hall 

Park (SC), 170 on 12th Jan at 

Sparham (CS), 200+ on 23rd 

Jan at Cawston (DG), 120 on 

23rd Jan at Gorgate and 200 

on 8th Feb at Swanton Morley 

(SCr), 200 on 31st Jan at 

West Raynham Lake (PJ), 

160 on 10th Feb at Gateley 

(NP), 300 on 22nd Jan at Mill 

Farm, North Tuddenham and 

between 100 and 150 at the 

same location from the 6th to 

30th of Mar (BP). 300 on 12th 

Mar at Lyng Easthaugh 

(SBe). 25 at Brisley on 27th 

April (SCr) was the latest 

record. In the 2nd winter 

period the highest counts 

were: 120 on 28th Nov at Twyford (SCr) and 90+ on 30th Nov at 

Haveringland hall Park (SC).  Fieldfare, by Tine Lowe 

 

Ring Ouzel  Turdus torquatus 

Very rare passage migrant. Red listed. 

5 records from 3 sites. 3 on 12th Apr at Cawston Heath (PR), 6 on 13th 

and 4 on 18th Apr at Sparham (CS) and 1 on 27th and 29th Apr at Brisley 

(SCr). 
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Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata 

Uncommon and declining summer visitor. Red listed. 

14 records this year of 1 to 3 birds. 2 on 10th June, 1 on 14th and 2 on 

24th Aug at Pensthorpe (SC, SCr, NE, LK), 2 on 16th July at Elsing 

(C&FN), 2 on 18th July at Blickling (SBe), 3 on 21st Aug at HBW (BH) and 

2 pairs on 4th June through into 

July at Sparham Hall Farm 

(CS). Other sites included 

Great Ryburgh, Honingham 

Castle Acre and East 

Tuddenham. 

There were 10 birds over 8 

sites in the West/Central area 

of the valley, with proof of 

breeding at 2 of these sites 

(SCr). Proof of breeding also 

recorded at Castle Acre, 

Sparham Hall Farm, Penthorpe 

and Reepham. 

 

Spotted Flycatcher, by Steve Connor 

 

Robin  Erithacus rubecula 

Very common resident. Numbers may be augmented by passage 

migrants in autumn and winter. Green listed. 

539 records from throughout the valley. Highest counts: 8 on 6th and 

9 on 13th at Neatherd Moor (BH), 13 on 2nd Feb, 11 on 16th Mar, 20+ on 

20th Sept, 16 on 27th Sept, 15 on 29th Nov at Pensthorpe (CR, RG, SC, 

SCr, KB, AH, PA), 7 on 18th Mar at Foxley Wood (DL), 16 on 10th Feb at 

North Elmham, 16 on 23rd Feb at Gorgate and 16 on 23rd May at 

Gressenhall (SCr). 

Proof of breeding at SMHOT, Pensthorpe, Yaxham Road (Dereham), 

Neatherd Moor, Springfield Cottage, North Tuddenham Common, 

Honingham, Potters Fen and Castle Acre. 
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Pied Flycatcher 

Ficedula hypoleuca 

Very scarce passage 

migrant. 

Amber listed. 

A single record of 1 

at School Road 

Cemetery in Reepham 

on 13th Apr (JH).  

 

 

 

Pied Flycatcher, 

by Stewart Betts  

 

 

 

 

 

Black Redstart 

Phoenicurus ochruros 

Very scarce passage migrant 

and winter visitor. 

Amber listed. 

6 records from 3 sites of 1 

to 2 birds. 1 on 18th Apr at 

Reepham (JH), 1 on 14th Aug, 

2 on 2nd Oct and 1 on 15th Oct 

at Norwich Cathedral (SBe, 

IB, PR) and 1 on 29th Aug at 

Sparham (CS). 

 

Black Redstart, by Stewart Betts 
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Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

Very scarce passage migrant. Amber listed. 

A single record of a female or immature bird on 3rd Oct at Tatterford 

Common (SCr). 

 

Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra 

Very scarce passage migrant. Red listed. 

5 records from 3 sites. 1 on 13th May at Whissonsett (SCr), 1 on 29th 

Aug, 3 on 5th and 1 on 21st Sept at Sparham (CS), 1 (juvenile) on 5th Sept 

at Cawston Heath (SBe, SC). 

 

Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola 

Scarce passage migrant and very scarce resident. Green listed. 

28 records from 14 sites of 1 to 4 birds. Highest counts: 4 on 15th Aug, 

3 on 15th and 18th Sept at Castle Acre (SCr), 2 on 2nd Jan at Great 

Ryburgh (DC, JB, CR, A&JH, A&CJ), 2 on 26th Jan at Earlham and 

Bowthorpe Marshes (B&DP), 2 on 13th Apr at Cawston Heath (BP), 2 at 

Tatterford on 3rd October (SCr) and 2 on 16th Oct at HBW (LE). Also 

recorded at Bintree Mill, Pensthorpe, SMHOT, Buxton Heath, Marsham 

Heaths and Bylaugh. 

Proof of breeding at Castle Acre (SCr). 
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Wheatear, by Steve Connor 

 

Wheatear (Northern Wheatear) 

Oenanthe oenanthe 

Scarce passage migrant. Amber 

listed.  

13 records from 9 sites. Highest 

counts: 4 on 12th Apr at Castle Acre, 4 

on 13th Apr at Brisley, 5 on 13th Apr at 

Old Beetley and 4 on 13th May at 

Godwick (SCr). 1 on 12th and 14th Apr 

at North Tuddenham (BP), 2 on 14th Apr 

at Horsford (BHo) and 1 on 16th and 29th 

Aug at Sparham (CS). Also seen at 

North Elmham and Whissonsett. 

 

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 

Common but declining resident. Red listed. 

336 records from throughout the valley in all months. Highest counts: 

c30 on 9th Jan at Reepham and 50+ on 31st July at Guestwick (DG), c20 

on 12th Jan at Cawston (SC), 20+ on 20th Jan and 35+ on 12th Aug at 

Longham (SP), 22 on 28th Jan at Brisley, 30 on 6th and 26 on 8th July at 

Oaklands, Fakenham (BH), 24 on 1st May at Norwich (JL), 28 on 20th July 

at Honingham (DL), 20 on 5th Aug at Horsford (B&DP), 20 on 13th Sept 

and 20 on 21st Nov at Springfield Cottage (BP) and 35 on 11th Dec at 

Pensthorpe (LK, NE). 

Proof of breeding at Honingham, Reepham, Yaxham Road Dereham, 

Potters Fen and Springfield Cottage. 
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Dunnock  Prunella modularis 

Common sedentary resident. Amber listed. 

427 records from throughout the valley in all months. Highest counts 

were of 6 on 10th Feb at North Elmham and 11 on 29th Mar at Castle Acre 

(SCr), 9 on 5th and 8 on 29th Mar at Neatherd Moor (BH) and 6 on 13th 

Apr, 6 on 20th Sept and 9 on 11th Dec at Pensthorpe (PA, SC, KB, LK, 

NE).  

Proof of breeding at Honingham, 

SMHOT, Pensthorpe, Springfield 

Cottage, North Elmham and 

Stibbard. 

 

 

 

Dunnock, by Rosie Forster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 

Scarce resident. The valley is a stronghold in Norfolk for this species. 

Amber listed. 

71 records from 27 sites of 1 to 4 birds. 

Highest counts: 2 on 17th Jan at Potters Fen (PA), 2 on 30th Jan at 

Dereham S/W (BH), 2 on 17th Mar at Honingham (DL), 2 on 3rd Mar and 

3 on 18th Oct at Bintree Mill (BP), 2 on 26th Mar at Bintree Mill (NE, 

R&CG), 2 on 29th Apr at Hoe Rough/Common (B&DP), 3 on 24th June at 

Bylaugh S/W (SBe) and 4 on 4th July at Fakenham (SCr). 

Proof of breeding at Bylaugh S/W, Potters Fen, Bintree Mill, North 

Tuddenham Common and Fakenham. 
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Pied Wagtail (White Wagtail)  Motecilla alba 

British form M. alba yarrellii (Pied Wagtail) common resident and 

passage migrant. 

Nominate continental form M. alba alba (White Wagtail) very scarce 

passage migrant. 

Both forms Green listed. 

153 records from throughout the valley. Highest counts were 28 on 

2nd Jan at Longham (SP), 40 on 8th Oct at Rougham and 45 on 24th Oct 

at Guist Common (SCr), 475 on 8th and 117 on 16th Dec at Longwater 

roost and 365 on 8th Dec at Norwich, near Bus Station, also going to roost 

(JL). 

Proof of breeding at Colton, Elsing, Pensthorpe, Horningtoft and 

Great Ryburgh. 

Records of White Wagtail (M. alba alba) were of 2 on 29th Apr at 

Dereham (BH), 2 on 29th Apr at Beetley (PR, SCr) and 1 on 25th Sept at 

Newton (SCr). 

 

Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis 

Scarce resident and passage migrant. Fairly common winter visitor. 

Amber listed. 

58 records from 28 sites. Highest counts: 12 on 27th Jan at Neatherd 

Moor (BH), 12 on 8th Feb at Swanton Morley, 18 on 3rd Oct at West 

Raynham, 16 on 27th Oct at Castle Acre, 32 on 7th Dec at Horningtoft and 

28 on 20th Dec at Brisley (SCr), c20 on 10th Nov at Marsham Heath (SC) 

and 55 on 17th Dec at Sparham (CS). 

 

Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs 

Common but declining resident. Green listed. 

359 records from throughout the valley and in all months. 

Highest counts were of c100 on 21st Jan at Cawston Heath (SC), 34 

on 30th Jan, 59 on 2nd Feb and 38 on 10th Mar at Pensthorpe (PA, EL, 

CR, RG, DL), 50 on 31st Jan at SMHOT (PJ), 45 on 2nd Feb at Fakenham, 

60 on 10th Feb at North Elmham and 40 on 13th Oct in the Swaffham area 

(SCr) and 80 in Nov at Sparham Hall Farm (CS). 
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Brambling  Fringilla montifringilla 

Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor in variable numbers. 

Green listed. 

30 records this year (44 in 2021) from 16 sites. 

Highest counts: c10 on 12th Jan at Cawston Heath (SC), 6 on 5th Mar 

at SMHOT (SBy, JGe), 15 on 6th Mar at Guist (PR), 10 on 25th Nov and 

14 on 2nd Dec at Bintree Mill (SCr). 2 birds ringed at Morse Close, 

Lenwade in Mar (EL, RG). 

 

Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 

Very scarce resident and passage migrant. Red listed. 

3 records only this year. 1 on 30th Mar at East Tuddenham (DL), 1 on 

26th Sept at Costessey (AG) and 1 on 24th Nov at Felthorpe (CSt). 

 

Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

Fairly common resident. Amber listed. 

176 records from throughout the valley in all months. Highest counts: 

4 on 2nd Jan at Sparrow Green (SP), 6 on 2nd Jan near Colton (DL), 6 on 

31st Jan, 5 on 16th Feb, 6 on 5th Mar and 5 on 16th Oct at SMHOT (PJ, 

B&DP, SBy, JGe, NE), 4 on 14th July at Neatherd Moor (BH), 7 on 7th 

Dec at Horningtoft and 4 on 9th Dec at Great Ryburgh (SCr). 

Proof of breeding at SMHOT, Tatterford and Honingham. 

 

Greenfinch  Chloris chloris 

Resident, greatly declined in recent years. Red listed. 

237 records from throughout the valley (216 in 2021). 

Highest counts were 10 on 15th Jan at Lower Hellesdon (LK), 19 on 

31st Jan, 16 on 16th Feb and 13 on 8th Sept at SMHOT (PJ, B&DP, DL), 

16 on 2nd June at Scarning (IB), 30+ on 10th Aug at Old Costessey (AB), 

12 on 3rd Oct at Sparham (CS) and 13 on 7th Dec at Horningtoft (SCr). 

Proof of breeding at Honingham, Pensthorpe and Neatherd Moor. 
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Linnet  Linaria cannabina 

Fairly common resident. Red listed. 

266 records from throughout the valley. 

Highest counts: c40 on 2nd Jan at Worthing (DK), 100 on 7th Jan at 

Creaking Gate Pit (BP), 200 on 5th Feb at Great Ryburgh (NE), 330 on 

23rd Jan and 200 on 17th Dec at Gorgate, 250 on 2nd Feb at Fakenham, 

250 on 25th Feb at Gressenhall, 150 on 2nd Oct at Castle Acre and 140 

on 2nd Dec at Bintree Mill (SCr), 250 on 10th and 230 on 11th Nov, 110 on 

26th and 120 on 30th Dec at Neatherd Moor (BH). 

80 during Oct at Sparham Hall Farm on the bird food strip (CS). 

Proof of breeding at Castle Acre, Bintree Mill and East Tuddenham. 

 

Common Redpoll (Mealy Redpoll)  Acanthis flammea 

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber listed. 

5 records from 4 sites, usually of single birds. 1 on 2nd and 1 on 8th 

Jan at SMHOT (NE, EL, IB), 1 on 2nd Jan at Worthing (R&CG), 1 on 2nd 

Jan at Cawston Heath (SC, KB) and 2 in Nov and Dec at Sparham Hall 

Farm (CS). 

 

Lesser Redpoll  Acanthis cabaret 

Scarce and declining resident and fairly common winter visitor. 

Red listed. 

6 records from 5 sites (17 records in 2021). c10 on 10th Nov at 

Marsham Heath (SC), 3 on 12th Dec at Pensthorpe (AH, SCr), 4 on 29th 

Dec at Sparham Pools (BH), 1 on 5th Jan at Pensthorpe (DL, SCr), 1 on 

12th Jan at Lenwade (SB, DN, MMc) and a single bird on 31st Jan at 

SMHOT (PJ). 

Single birds (species not specified) were also seen at SMHOT, 

Worthing and Cawston Heath in Jan (IB, NE, EL, R&CG, SC, KB) and 2 

at Sparham in Nov/Dec (CS). 
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Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 

Common resident. Green listed. 

317 records from throughout the valley and in all months. 

Highest counts: c25 on 7th Jan and c50 on 2nd Nov at Honingham 

(DL), 28 on 17th Jan and 25+ on 20th Sept at Pensthorpe (BP, ID, SC, 

KB), 16 on 5th Apr at Longham (SP), 36 on 1st Aug and 27 on 6th Nov at 

Neatherd Moor (BH), 55 on 21st July at Dillington, 25 on 15th Aug at 

Castle Acre and 50 on 30th Oct at Beeston (SCr), 75 on 17th Aug at 

Sparham Hall Farm (CS), 30 

on 21st Aug at SNRW (PA), 20 

on 16th Oct at HBW (LE) and 

20 on 19th Nov at Sparham 

Pools (BH). 

Proof of breeding at 

Honingham, Reepham, 

Neatherd Moor, Pensthorpe, 

Springfield Cottage (North 

Tuddenham) and Fakenham. 

 

Goldfinch, by Gil Brooking 

 

Siskin  Spinus spinus 

Common or fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant. 

Green listed. 

44 records from 21 sites. 

Highest counts of 30 on 2nd Jan at SMHOT (SC, KB), 60 on 15th Jan, 

30 on 19th and 21st Feb and 30 on 12th Dec at Pensthorpe (LK, NE, EL, 

SCr, ID, BP, AH), 22 on 2nd Mar at Sparham Pools (BH), 45 on 25th Jan 

at Bintree Mill and 32 on 5th Dec at Guist Common (SCr) and 40 during 

Oct at Sparham Hall Farm (CS). 
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Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella 

Common but declining resident. Red listed. 

312 records from throughout the valley in all months mostly of 1 to 9 

birds. 

Highest counts: 20 on 2nd Jan at Buxton Heath (SB, DN, MMc), 25 on 

2nd Jan at Castle Acre (IBl), 10 on 18th Jan at Neatherd Moor, (BH), c20 

on 3rd Feb at Waterfall Farm, Swanton Morley (DK), 10 on 24th Feb and 

20 on 9th Mar at Scarning Fen (PA), 15 on 25th Feb at Gressenhall, 15 on 

7th June at Fakenham, 16 on 9th June and 18 on 7th Dec at Horningtoft 

and 14 on 7th Nov at Little Dunham (SCr). 

Proof of breeding at Sparham Pools, Horningtoft and Swanton 

Morley. 

 

Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus 

Fairly common resident. Amber listed.  

86 records from 31 sites mostly of 1 to 6 birds. 

Highest counts were of 

c20 in Jan and Feb at 

Sparham (CS), 10 to 20 on 

30th Mar at Bintree Mill (MSn) 

and 6 on 24th Oct and 13 on 

12th Dec at Pensthorpe (RB, 

SCr, AH). 

Proof of breeding at 

SMHOT (DL). 

 

 

Reed Bunting, 

by Bryony Pearson 
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Escapes 

 

These species have been recorded in the area but are clearly not 

native and it is assumed that they have not reached Britain by their 

own effort. 

 

Ferruginous Duck  Aythya nyroca 

Rare vagrant from Eastern Europe or escape. 

1 record from Pensthorpe. A single bird on 17th Jan noted as a likely 

escape from the wildfowl collection (BP, ID). 

 

 

 

Near miss 

 

Though just outside the WVBS Recording area it is worth noting the 

Lesser Grey Shrike (Lanius minor) that was present in the Cromer 

Road/NDR/Norwich Airport area on 27th and 28th May (BH, EL). 

 

 

 

Lesser Grey Shrike, 

by Chris Stone 

 

  



Twentieth Annual Report_2022 

 131 

Earliest & Latest Reported Dates of Summer Migrants 2022 

 

Species Earliest Location Obs. Latest Location Obs. 

Chiffchaff * 
3rd 

Mar 

East 

Tuddenham 
DL 

16th 

Oct 

Sparham 

Pools 
DL 

Blackcap * 
2nd 

Apr 
Costessey AG 

11th 

Oct 
Honingham DL 

House 

Martin 

10th 

Apr 
Scarning IB 

6th 

Oct 
Honingham DL 

Sand Martin 
11th 

Apr 

Lyng 

Easthaugh 
PR 

24th 

Aug 
Pensthorpe 

SCr, 

SC 

Common 

Tern 

12th 

Apr 

Sparham 

Tern Raft 
CS 

14th 

Aug 
Pensthorpe 

LK, 

NE 

Swallow 
13th 

Apr 
Cawston Heath BP 

26th 

Sept 

Neatherd 

Moor 
BH 

Willow 

Warbler 

13th 

Apr 
Pensthorpe 

PA, 

SC 

24th 

Aug 
Pensthorpe 

SC, 

SCr 

Cuckoo 
15th 

Apr 

Lyng 

Easthaugh 

Sparham 

NE 

CS 

7th 

Aug 
Pensthorpe 

SF, 

PA 

Whitethroat 
15th 

Apr 

Neatherd Moor 

Lyng 

Easthaugh 

BH 

 

NE 

8th 

Sept 
SMHOT DL 

Turtle Dove 
16th 

Apr 
Brisley IB 

28th 

June 

Alderford 

Common 
BP 

Sedge 

Warbler 

16th 

Apr 
Castle Acre SCr 

30th 

July 
Pensthorpe 

KB, 

LK 

Garden 

Warbler 

19th 

Apr 
Old Costessey AB 

22nd 

Aug 

Neatherd 

Moor 
BH 

Lesser 

Whitethroat 

24th 

Apr 

near Colton 

Broom Green 

Old Beetley 

DL 

SCr 

SCr 

6th 

Sept 
Castle Acre SCr 

(continues) 
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Earliest & Latest Reported Dates of Summer Migrants 2022 

(continued) 

Species Earliest Location Obs. Latest Location Obs. 

Reed 

Warbler 

26th 

Apr 
Castle Acre SCr 

8th 

Sept 
SMHOT DL 

Grasshopper 

Warbler 

4th 

May 
Drayton BHo 

19th 

June 
SMHOT ME 

Swift 
6th 

May 
Old Costessey AB 

6th 

Sept 
Scarning IB 

Hobby 
13th 

May 

Pensthorpe, 

Dereham 

Watermeadows 

SCr, 

DL 

 

PA 

26th 

Sept 

Neatherd 

Moor 
BH 

Spotted 

Flycatcher 

20th 

May 
Great Ryburgh NP 

6th 

Sept 
Castle Acre SCr 

 

* Very difficult to give exact dates due to over-wintering/resident birds. 

 

 

 

Latest & Earliest Reported Dates of Winter Visitors 2022 

 

 

  

Species Latest Location Obs. Earliest Location Obs. 

Fieldfare 
27th 

Apr 
Brisley SCr 

9th 

Oct 
Honingham DL 

Brambling 
13th 

Apr 
Pensthorpe 

PA, 

SC 

16th 

Oct 
SMHOT NE 

Redwing 
29th 

Apr 

Neatherd 

Moor 
BH 

20th 

Oct 

Old 

Costessey, 

Castle Acre 

 

AB, 

SCr 
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Systematic List Contributors 

 
Paul Adams (PA) 

Kevin Allenby (KA) 

Sacha Barbato (SB) 

Stewart Betts (SBe) 

Ian Black (IBl) 

Kathy Blake (KB) 

Mandy Brigham (MB) 

Ian Brittain (IB) 

Andrew Brown (AB) 

Sue Bryan (SBy) 

Ruth Buckland (RB) 

Julie Bunker (JB) 

James Cater (JCa) 

Steve Chapman (SC) 

Steve Connor (SCr) 

David Cooling (DC) 

Rosie Dickens (RD) 

Alan Dixon (AD) 

Ian Doble (ID) 

Nick Edwards (NE) 

Lawrence English (LE) 

David Esterson (DE) 

Mandy Etherington (ME) 

Sam Frisby (SF) 

John Fox (JF) 

Sue Gale (SG) 

Adrian Gardiner (AG) 

Jon Geeson (JGe) 

David Gibbons (DG) 

Jon Gibson (JG) 

Chris Gribble (CG) 

Ray Gribble (RG) 

Ray & Chris Gribble (R&CG) 

Joe Harkness (JH) 

Richard & Penny Hawker (R&PH) 

Nigel Hawketts (NH) 

Trevor Hilditch (TH) 

Brian Howe (BHo) 

Alan Hughes (AH) 

Alan & Janet Hughes (A&JH) 

Bob Hunter (BH) 

Alwyn & Carole Jackson (A&CJ) 

Paul Jeffery (PJ) 

Caroline Kett (CK) 

Laura King (LK) 

David Knight (DK) 

Justin Lansdell (JL) 

David Laurie (DL) 

Emily Leonard (EL) 

Edmund Mackrill (EM) 

Mike McCarthy (MMc) 

Phil Nash (PN) 

Charles & Fran Neale (C&FN) 

Joe Nichols (JN) 

Alan Nobbs (AN) 

David Norgate (DN) 

Nick Parsons (NP) 

Bryony & Don Pearson (B&DP) 

David Pelling (DP) 

Steph Plaster (SP) 

Barry Pooley (BPo) 

Barry Pummell (BP) 

Paul Riley (PR) 

Andy Roberts (AR) 

Cath Robinson (CR) 

Charles Sayer (CS) 

Colin & Susan Smith (C&SS) 

Marralyn Sneesby (MSn) 

Richard Spowage (RS) 

Chris Stone (CSt) 

Jacqueline Thompson (JT) 

Lynda Vincent (LV) 

Ann Walker (AW) 
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Principal Sites and their Grid References 

 

The grid references refer to the co-ordinates of the south-west corner of 

the 1km square where most of the site is located in, or where there is an 

access point (e.g. car park). 

N.B. The provision of the grid reference does not give you the right to 

visit the site. Some of the sites listed are private. Please respect 

landowners’ wishes & follow the Birdwatchers’ Code. 

 

 

Site Grid ref Site Grid ref 

Alderford/Alderford 

Common 
TG1218 Bylaugh TG0318 

Attlebridge TG1216 Bylaugh Hall TG0418 

Attlebridge, Hall Farm TG1315 Bylaugh Marshes TG0318 

Bawdeswell Heath TG0319 Bylaugh Sewage Works TG0318 

Beetley, Roosting Hills GP TF9818 Cawston, Eastgate TG1423 

Billingford TG0120 Colkirk TF9226 

Billingford Common TG0119 
Costessey Marshes 

(tetrad) 
TG1811 

Billingford Pits TG0119 Costessey Mill TG1712 

Bintree Mill TF9924 Costessey Pits TG1610 

Bintree Wood TG0021 Costessey, Gunton Lane, TG1910 

Bittering TF9317 Costessey, Tud valley, TG1910 

Bittering GP TF9217 Coxford Heath TF8330 

Brisley Common TF9521 Coxford/Coxford Abbey TF8429 

Briston Common TG0631 Daffy Green TF9610 

Broom Green TF9823 Dereham SW TF9713 
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Dereham, Badley Moor TG0111 Great Ryburgh TF9527 

Drayton TG1813 
Great Witchingham 

Common 
TG0917 

Dunton TF8830 
Great Witchingham, 

Eade’s Mill 
TG0921 

East Barsham TF9133 
Great Witchingham, 

Manor Farm 
TG1021 

East Dereham, Heathfield TF9714 
Great Witchingham, Mill 

Farm 
TG0921 

East Raynham TF8825 Gressenhall TF9616 

East Rudham TF8228 Gressenhall, Union Farm TF9716 

Easton College TG1310 Guist/Guist Common TF9925 

Elsing TG0516 Guist, Sennowe Park TF9825 

Elsing Hall TG0315 Helhoughton TF8726 

Elsing Mill/Mill 

Street/Bridge 
TG0517 Hellesdon Mill TG1910 

Elsing, Fustyweed TG0518 Hempton Marsh NR TF9130 

Elsing, Harnser Wood TG0416 Hindolveston TG0329 

Elsing, Three Bridges 

Farm 
TG0518 Hockering TG0713 

Etling Green TG0113 Hockering Wood TG0714 

Fakenham Common TF9329 Hoe TF9916 

Felthorpe TG1618 Hoe Bird Walk TF9917 

Foulsham TG0324 Hoe Rough/Common TF9817 

Foxley Wood NR TG0522 Honingham TG1011 

Frans Green TG0913 Horningtoft TF9323 

Fulmodeston TF9930 Kettlestone TF9631 

Gateley TF9624 Lenwade TG0918 
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Lenwade Bridge TG1018 
North Tuddenham 

Common 
TG0314 

Lenwade, Bridge Lake TG1018 
North Tuddenham, Elsing 

Lane 
TG0214 

Lenwade, Marriot’s Way TG1018 
North Tuddenham, Mill 

Farm 
TG0413 

Litcham TF8817 
North Tuddenham, 

Springfield Farm/Cottage 
TG0414 

Little Ryburgh TF9628 Old Costessey TG1611 

Little Snoring TF9532 Pensthorpe TF9428 

Longham TF9415 Pockthorpe TG0718 

Lyng TG0617 Pudding Norton TF9128 

Lyng Easthaugh TG0817 Reepham TG1023 

Lyng Easthaugh, Walnut 

Tree Farm 
TG0917 Ringland TG1314 

Lyng, Cadder’s Hill TG0617 Ringland Common TG1314 

Lyng, Collen's Green TG0816 Scarning TF9512 

Lyng, Kingfisher Lakes TG0618 Sculthorpe Airfield TF8631 

Lyng, Primrose Green TG0616 Sculthorpe Mill TF8930 

Mannington Hall TG1432 Sculthorpe Moor NR TF9030 

Marsham Heath TG1723 Shereford TF8829 

Mattishall Burgh TG0511 South Raynham TF8723 

Mattishall, Clippings Green TG0412 
Sparham Hall 

Farm/Fishing Lakes 
TG0718 

Mileham TF9119 Sparham Hole TG0519 

Morton-on-the Hill TG1216 Sparham Pools NR TG0717 

New Costessey TG1710 Swanton Morley TG0116 

North Elmham TF9820 Swanton Morley GP TG0119 
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Swanton Morley, Park 

Farm 
TG0216 West Raynham TF8725 

Swanton Morley, Waterfall 

Farm 
TG0118 Weston Green TG1014 

Swanton Novers Raptor 

Watchpoint 
TG0030 Weston Longville TG1115 

Taverham TG1614 Whissonsett TF9123 

Taverham Fishery TG1513 Whitwell TG0821 

Taverham, Ghost Hill 

Wood 
TG1713 Whitwell Common TG0820 

Themelthorpe TG0524 Wood Norton TG0127 

Thorpe Marriot TG1614 Worthing TF9919 

Toftrees TF8927 Worthing Church TF9919 

Twyford TG0124 Worthing, level crossing TF9919 

Wendling TF9313 Worthing, Swanton Road TG0019 

Wensum Valley Golf Club, 

Taverham. 
TG1414   

 

Abbreviations 

GP Gravel Pit 

NR Nature Reserve 

SW Sewage works 
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Ringing Report for 2021 

Ray Gribble 

 

This is a selection of 2021 records relevant to the WVBS area from the 

BTO database: 

https://app.bto.org/ring/countyrec/results2021/recGBNK2021.htm#15820 

with the addition of a few records from individual ringers working in the 

area. 

 

Mute Swan 

Adult male 28 Dec 2010 Whitlingham Broad, Norwich 

Alive* 18 May 2021 Norwich Centre on River 

    (2km; 10y 4m 20d) 

*Colour ring read. This bird was also recorded in the area in 2013 and 

earlier in 2021. 

Longevity record: 29y 1m 11d set in 2009. 

 

Marsh Harrier 

Nestling female 19 June 2013 Sculthorpe Moor 

Alive 06 Nov 2013 near Heigham Holmes, Norfolk 

Alive 31 Mar 2014 Stiffkey Fen, Norfolk 

Alive 1 Apr 2014 Blackfleet Broad, Norfolk 

Alive 25 Jan 2018 Cley Marshes, Norfolk 

Alive 19 June 2021 Horsey Corner, Norfolk  

Alive 28 Nov 2021 Hickling Broad (8y 5m 9d) 

Wing-tagging Marsh Harriers have revealed an enormous amount of data 

on their movements. Although this bird was recorded no more than 55km 

from its natal area British ringed birds have been recorded in Norway, 

Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, France, Spain, Portugal, Morocco, 

Algeria, Mauritania and Senegal. 

Longevity record: 13y 3m 8d set in 2019. 

 

  

https://app.bto.org/ring/countyrec/results2021/recGBNK2021.htm#15820
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Black-headed Gull 

Nestling 08 June 2007 Glanas, Takern, Ostergotland, 

  Sweden 

Alive* 24 July 2021 Pensthorpe, Norfolk 

    (1,066km WSW; 14y 1m 16d) 

*Ring read in field. 

 

Second-year 20 Feb 2008 Zele-Heikant, Oost-Vlaanderen, 

  Belgium 

Alive 30 Mar 2020  Norwich 

Alive 19 Feb 2021 Wensum Park, Norwich 

    (257km NW; 12y 11m 30d) 

 

Nestling 03 June 2016 Sparham Pools, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 01 Dec 2019 Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria 

Alive 09 Aug 2021 Bowness, Cumbria 

    (320km NW; 5y 2m 6d) 

The first is slightly unusual as Black-headed Gulls from northern Europe 

tend to winter in Norfolk but return to breed. The second demonstrates 

winter site fidelity and the third is a typical NW movement of the birds 

ringed by WVBS members at Sparham. 

Longevity record: 32y 3m 26d set in 2018. 

 

Common Gull 

Second year 24 Aug 2015 Etterstadsletta, Alna, Akershus, 

    Norway 

Alive (ring read) 15 Feb 2021 Norwich 

Alive (ring read) 11 Dec 2021 Norwich (999km SW; 6y 3m 17d) 

One can assume this is a Norwegian bred Common Gull spending two 

consecutive winters in Norwich. 
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Barn Owl 

Nestling 10 July 2017 Sparham, Norfolk 

Freshly dead 06 Dec 2020 Hindolveston, Norfolk 

    (14km NNW; 3y 5m 29d) 

Barn Owls tend to stay reasonably close to their natal area and this is a 

fairly typical movement. 

 

Little Owl 

Adult Female 30 May 2013 Elsing Church, Norfolk 

Caught in nestbox 23 May 2021 Elsing Church, Norfolk 

    (7y 11m 23d) 

This female Little Owl was recorded in the nestbox every year between 

2013 and 2021 (except 2015) showing incredible site fidelity. 

Longevity record: 13y 10m 3d set in 2016 

 

Kestrel 

Nestling 27 June 2021 Bylaugh Church, Norfolk 

Fresh dead* 19 July 2021 Bylaugh Park, Norfolk 

*Hit by car. Next to dead pigeon. 

 

Adult Female 29 May 2014 Swanton Morley Church, Norfolk 

Freshly dead 31 Jan 2021 Swanton Morley, Norfolk 

    (6y 8m 2d) 

These are both from the WVBS nestbox project. 

Longevity record: 15y 11m 1d set in 2003. 

 

Peregrine 

Nestling male 11 July 2011 Pohjois-Pohjanmaa, Finland 

Alive 23 Sept 2014 Aylsham Church, Norfolk 

Alive 09 Apr 2021 Aylsham Church, Norfolk 

    (1,988km WSW; 9y 8m 26d) 

This colour ringed bird was recorded every October between 2014 and 

2021 at Aylsham Church. 
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Peregrine (continued) 

Nestling Female 13 May 2019 Norwich Cathedral 

Alive 11 Feb 2021 Glasgow Cathedral 

Alive 11 Apr 2021 Glasgow Cathedral 

    (507km NW; 1y 10m 29d) 

 

Nestling Female 29 May 2013 near St Johns Church, Bath, 

    Somerset 

Alive 17 Apr 2015 Norwich 

Alive 13 Nov 2015 Norwich 

Freshly dead* 17 Apr 2021 Norwich Cathedral 

    (287km ENE; 8y 5m 13d) 

*Hit building. Longevity record: 21y 10m 24d set in 2016. 

 

Jay 

Nestling 16 June 2021 Charter Wood, Norwich 

Dead (leg only) 11 Sept 2021 Charter Wood, Norwich 

 

Nestling 16 June 2021 Charter Wood, Norwich 

Alive* 11 Sept 2021 Charter Wood, Norwich 

* Colour ring read. Very few nestling Jay are ringed. 

 

Coal Tit 

Adult 29 Nov 2020 Crow Hall, West Lexham, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 08 Dec 2020 Crow Hall, West Lexham, Norfolk 

Fresh dead* 27 Jan 2021 West Lexham, Norfolk 

*Hit glass. Distance wise a typical recovery for this sedentary species. 

 

Marsh Tit 

Adult Male 12 May 2016 Pensthorpe Natural Park, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 14 Nov 2021 Pensthorpe Natural Park, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 05 Dec 2021 Pensthorpe Natural Park, Norfolk 

    (5y 6m 23d) 

A typical lack of movement by this sedentary species  
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Blue Tit 

First year  16 Feb 2015 Hempton, Fakenham, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 18 Oct 2021 Hempton, Fakenham, Norfolk 

    (6y 8m 2d) 

 

Nestling 27 May 2021 Charter Wood, Norwich 

Caught by ringer 07 Nov 2021 Northward Hill, Kent 

    (139km SSW; 5m 11d) 

Two contrasting records. The first bird was recaptured at the same site 

every year between initial capture in 2015 and 2021, demonstrating the 

typical sedentary nature of this species. 

The second shows an atypical and particularly distant post juvenile 

dispersal. 

Longevity record: 9y 8m 16d set in 1984, so the first bird reached a 

significant age. 

 

Chiffchaff 

First year 11 Oct 2020 Beachy Head, East Sussex 

Caught by ringer 11 June 2021 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 19 June 2021 Kettlestone, Norfolk (237km N) 

 

First year 01 Sept 2021 Hempton, Fakenham, Norfolk 

Freshly dead 07 Oct 2021 Fenny Drayton, Leicestershire 

    (158km W; 1m 6d) 

The first record is of a Chiffchaff caught at a migration site as it was 

heading south to the Mediterranean area / North Africa for the winter then 

returning to breed in Norfolk. 

The origins of the second Chiffchaff are unknown. At the date ringed it 

could be a Continental migrant moving through Britain or a local bird 

showing post juvenile dispersal which can be in any direction. 
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Reed Warbler 

Juvenile 09 Aug 2020 Pensthorpe Natural Park, Norfolk 

Freshly dead* 11 July 2021 Gasteren, Drente, Netherlands 

    (388km E; 11m 2d) 

* Hit by car. An unusual cause of death for a Reed Warbler 

 

Blackcap 

First year female 18 Sept 2021 Houghton Park, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 24 Sept 2021 Pett Level, East Sussex 

    (213km S; 6d) 

This gives an indication of both the timing and speed of this Blackcap’s 

migration south. 

 

Lesser Whitethroat 

Adult female  13 June 2020 Lexham, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 08 Mar 2021 Jerusalem Bird Observatory, 

    Israel (3637km SE; 268d) 

Most summer visitors to Britain head S to SW to winter. Lesser 

Whitethroat is one of few species that have a NW <-> SE migration. 

 

Nuthatch 

First year male 19 Nov 2016 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 26 Nov 2016 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 19 Nov 2017 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 30 Nov 2019 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 21 Dec 2021 Kettlestone, Norfolk (5y 1m 2d) 

One of the oldest Nuthatches recorded during 2021. 

Longevity record: 11y 2d set in 2017. 
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Starling 

Juvenile 27 May 2021 Wicken Green, Syderstone, 

    Norfolk 

Freshly dead* 27 July 2021 Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. 

    (200km W; 2m 0d) 

*Killed by cat. One of the longest movements within Britain in 2021 and 

a far too common demise for a garden bird. 

 

Blackbird 

First year female 11 Oct 2015 Ny Lundesgard, Laeso, Denmark 

Unknown* 14 Mar 2021 Syderstone, Norfolk 

    (818km WSW) 

*Ring only. This Blackbird was caught on an island east of Denmark in 

October so was probably on migration from further north and east when 

ringed. 

 

Redwing 

First year 23 Oct 2021 Haarzuilen, Utrecht, 

    The Netherlands 

Freshly dead 13 Dec 2021 Norwich (259km WNW; 1m 20d) 

When found this Redwing would have been on passage through the 

Netherlands. 

 

Chaffinch 

Second year male 05 Sept 2016 Bomyra, Randaberg, Rogaland, 

    Norway 

Caught by ringer 06 Mar 2021 Norwich, Norfolk 

    (758km SSW; 4y 6m 1d) 

A bird from the northern forests caught before its return. 
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Bullfinch 

Second year male 20 Aug 2017 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 17 Aug 2018 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 09 July 2021 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

    (3y 10m 19d) 

 

First year male 24 Mar 2018 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 16 June 2018 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 13 July 2019 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 18 July 2020 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

Caught by ringer 24 Apr 2021 Kettlestone, Norfolk 

    (3y 1m 0d) 

 

Juvenile 22 July 2021 Hempton, Norfolk 

Freshly dead 28 Sept 2021 Sculthorpe Mill, Norfolk 

    (2km 2m; 6d) 

Sculthorpe to Kettlestone is the stronghold for Bullfinch in the WVBS 

recording area. The last recovery is about as far as Bullfinch travel! 

Longevity record: 9y 2m 9d set in 1975. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Swallow and Nestbox Projects, 2022 

Ray Gribble and Emily Leonard 

 

Following on from our article in the 2021 Annual Report about the 

monitoring of Swallows and the Nestbox Project, we have an update on 

what happened during the 2022 breeding season. 
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Swallows 

 

In 2021 42 nesting attempts were monitored and 108 nestlings were 

ringed. In 2022 overall numbers were much lower with 26 nesting 

attempts monitored and only 37 young ringed. Fewer Swallows returned 

from Africa in 2022 due to losses in bad weather during their Spring 

migration. Another contributing factor was a total of 9 nests predated of 

which 6 were in the same barn complex. Jackdaw was suspected as the 

most likely culprit as they readily enter buildings, but Jay, Magpie and 

Grey Squirrel were also present in the area. Whatever the reason, nature 

took its toll and the predators also have to survive! 

 

2022 26 nesting attempts monitored 

 Eggs Laid Eggs Hatched Young Fledged 

Total No. 110 83 73 

Average per nest 4.23 3.19 2.81 

Date First * 29th Apr 2022 26th May 2022 16th June 2022 

Date Last * 7th Aug 2022 22nd Aug 2022 10th Sept 2022 

Maximum clutch size – 6 Minimum clutch size – 1** 

* Calculated using known data in IPMR 

** Minimum size clutch that progressed to hatching. Nests of 1 and 2 

eggs were predated or abandoned prior to hatching. 

 

For comparison: 

2021  42 nesting attempts monitored 

 Eggs Laid Eggs Hatched Young Fledged 

Total No. 182 124 116 

Average per nest 4.33 2.95 2.76 

Date First  1st May 15th May 4th June 

Date Last 14th Aug*^   

Maximum clutch size – 6 Minimum clutch size - 2 

*^. *^. Nest deserted after cold weather. 

 

Although there were fewer nesting attempts the hatching and fledging 

rates were marginally higher in 2022 than 2021.  
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The Nestbox Project 

 

Clutch sizes were generally large indicating a good supply of food – 

short-tailed field voles. 

 

Kestrel – 2 nests were monitored with a clutch of 5 and another of 6. In 

both cases the young were successfully ringed. Another nestbox at 

Scarning erected by Ian Brittain was too high to monitor closely but was 

observed to fledge young. 

The nest with 6 young was in a box that had been up in Elsing for several 

years and never occupied previously. One of the young ringed on 12th 

June 2022 was recovered dead 73 days later on 24th August 55km to the 

west between Walpole and Terrington in Lincs. This is an above average 

post juvenile dispersal distance. Highest mortality rates for birds are in 

their first year while they are learning to survive. 

 

Little Owl – Unfortunately one nest was abandoned by the parents at 

the egg stage and there were no signs of the 8 year old female who is 

normally very active on the nest. Hopefully she may return next year. 

However, on a more positive note, we did have a Little Owl box with 2 

chicks which were ringed successfully. 

 

Barn Owl – They seemed to have a good year. With a box of 4 young 

and another one of 5. We also had a new plastic box which had a roosting 

Barn Owl occupying it, with pellets seen in the box. Hopefully this may 

become successful with chicks in 2023. 

 

Tawny Owl – We checked a Tawny box and were surprised to find a 

female with 3 young. All 3 young were of a very healthy weight and were 

all ringed. 

 

Total numbers ringed: 

Barn Owl: 9 Little Owl: 3 Tawny Owl: 4 Kestrel: 10 
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The approximate locations of the next boxes described above are 

marked on the Recording Area map on page 74 as open circles. Also 

shown (dotted line) is the area covered by Steve Connor in an Owl survey 

conducted mostly at night. 

 

The survey found 73 Tawny Owls (43 adults, 30 juveniles), at 30 sites. 

Mostly 1s and 2s, except; Weasenham (We, 9), Tatterford (Ta, 6), 

Bittering (Bi, 6), Tittleshall (Ti, 4), Litcham (L, 4), Wellingham (Wl, 4) and 

Brisley (Br, 4). An additional bird was heard calling in daytime at 

Pensthorpe. The 30 juveniles were at 18 sites with singles birds at 11 

sites and multiples at Weasenham (We, 4), Litcham (L, 3), Rougham (R, 

2), Tittleshall (Ti, 2), Brisley (Br, 2), Little Dunham (LD, 2) and Hoe (H, 

2). 

 

Little Owls were found at 15 sites with 13 singles, 3 at one site including 

2 together and 1 family group at another site. 

 

Single Barn Owls, one a well 

grown juvenile, were found at 11 

sites. One additional Barn Owl 

was seen at Pensthorpe carrying 

food. 

 

Comparison shows there may be 

scope for expansion of the 

WVBS Nestbox Project though 

this would need to be 

coordinated with the Nar Valley 

Ornithological Society (NarVOS) 

who have erected many boxes in 

the area where the Societies 

areas overlap.  

 

Tawny Owl, by Jacquie Fenn  
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Norfolk Ornithologists’ Association 

Hempton Marsh Report 

Emma Buck, Assistant Warden 

 

Thanks to an on-going grant from the Goldcrest Charitable Trust, it was 

possible for Hempton Marsh to be monitored by an Assistant Warden 

throughout the year. We would like to thank volunteers and visitors to the 

reserve, who have helped us to compile a comprehensive record of birds, 

mammals and insects. 

 

Birds 

The first visit of the year to Hempton was on January 5th, on a cold 

and frosty day, when Blue Tits and Great Tits were abundant at the 

feeders. A flock of 40 Siskins were feeding in the alders, and 25 

Redwings and six Fieldfares flew over. On the 6th, a Green Woodpecker 

and a Water Rail were heard, and 12 Lapwings were counted flying over. 

Four Redpoll sp. were in a mixed finch flock on the 10th, which also 

included 25 Siskins and 14 Goldfinches, while a Red Kite and a Buzzard 

circled the reserve. 

A Meadow Pipit flying over was of note on the 14th. Marsh Tits were 

regular visitors during the month, with two seen on the 19th, along with a 

Coal Tit, two Treecreepers and two Nuthatches. 

A single Snipe was flushed on the 22nd and a Tawny Owl was heard. 

On the 24th, two Teal, four Greylag Geese and a Mallard were on the 

grazing marsh, with a Great Spotted Woodpecker drumming and a Stock 

Dove heard. A Great White Egret was reported in the dyke by the 

entrance gate on the 26th, and a Barn Owl was sunning itself at the 

entrance of the Barn Owl box on the 29th. 

 

It was a windy first visit for February on the 1st, when a Water Rail 

was seen flying across a ditch, six Redwings were noted and a Red Kite 

flew over the reserve. On the 2nd, a single Brambling was seen and a 

Song Thrush was singing. Two Teal were in the ditch near the Scrape 

Hide on the 5th. 
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Two Woodcocks were the highlight on the 7th, but finch numbers were 

still high, with around 30 Siskins, 25 Goldfinches, 28 Chaffinches and two 

Lesser Redpolls. On the same day a Little Egret, a Moorhen and six 

Black-headed Gulls were on the grazing marsh, and the first Marsh 

Harrier of the year flew over the reserve on the 8th. 

The grazing marsh was fairly flooded on the 16th, with a Snipe and 

three Meadow Pipits seen feeding. On the 22nd, 35 Redwings and 30 

Fieldfares were counted flying over the marsh, and a Brambling was at 

the feeders. On the 27th, two Egyptian Geese were on the marsh, with 

four Buzzards circling. 

The reserve was busy on the 28th, with a Great White Egret, two 

Moorhens, two Greylag Geese, a Heron and a singing Reed Bunting on 

the grazing marsh, and a Marsh Harrier flying over. Bramblings had risen 

to eight, around 40 Siskins were still present, 12 Redwings and three 

Fieldfares were seen, and a Blue Tit was already taking nesting material 

into box 12 which is always the first to be occupied. 

 

A male Reed Bunting was singing again on March 2nd, and two Snipe 

were feeding on the grazing marsh. Three Red Kites and two Buzzards 

were over the reserve, and 4 Bullfinches were at the feeders. 

On the 7th and 9th, a Green Sandpiper was spotted on one of our trail 

cameras, feeding in the main drain on the grazing marsh. On the 8th a 

Woodcock was flushed and three Teal were in the ditch near the Scrape 

Hide. 

The first singing Chiffchaff was heard on the 10th, eight days later than 

in 2021, with at least three on the reserve. On the same day the first 

Kingfisher of the year was heard, 28 Redwings were feeding near the 

Scrape Hide and a Sparrowhawk darted through. 

A single Great White Egret was seen again on the 16th, and a good 

mix of raptors included three Red Kites, three Buzzards, three Marsh 

Harriers and a Sparrowhawk. Two Greenfinches were at the feeders and 

a single Fieldfare flew over. On the 22nd, four Greylag Geese, two 

Egyptian Geese, 14 Herring Gulls and three Moorhens were on the 

grazing marsh. A Magpie was seen, a Cetti’s Warbler was heard, and six 
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Bramblings were at the feeders. Brambling numbers were dramatically 

down from 2021, when 50+ were regularly seen. Highlights on the 31st 

were two Great White Egrets, a Little Egret, a male Reed Bunting, two 

Gadwall and a Grey Wagtail. 

 

On April 1st, two Cormorants in breeding plumage flew over the 

reserve, and four Bramblings remained at the feeders. A pair of Marsh 

Harriers glided low over the reserve calling to each other on the 5th, and 

a pair of Gadwall were in a ditch. A very windy visit on the 7th produced 

a Snipe, a Reed Bunting, a Grey Wagtail, two Gadwall, one Mallard and 

three Redwings on the grazing marsh. 

The first Blackcap of the year was heard singing on the 12th, eleven 

days later than in 2021. A warm and sunny visit on the 14th produced lots 

of new spring arrivals including the first Cuckoo heard, a Sedge Warbler 

seen flying across the river, and a Willow Warbler. The Sedge Warbler 

was a much earlier than in 2021, when the first was not seen until May 

5th. 

A Barn Owl was also seen on the 14th, hunting over the grazing 

marsh. On the 15th, four adult Mallards were present including one with 

14 ducklings. Spring migrants were plentiful on the 21st with a Cuckoo, 

three Willow Warblers, three Chiffchaffs, two Blackcaps and two Sedge 

Warblers. A Shelduck and two Mediterranean Gulls were also seen. 

On the 24th, a visitor was lucky enough to see a Cuckoo flying over 

the Woodland Hide. The 27th was a rather cold and dull day, but the 

Buzzard could be seen on her nest and a Reed Bunting was singing on 

the grazing marsh. With the help of a trail camera, we found that Great 

White Egrets were regular visitors to the ditch on the grazing marsh with 

at least two individuals noted, one with a black beak and one with a 

yellow beak. 

 

Unlike 2021 when May was horribly cold and wet, the spring of 2022 

was very pleasant but felt quiet. May 5th was warm and sunny, with the 

first juvenile Robin already out and a Cuckoo was heard close by; it was 

heard on most visits this month. On the 13th, two House Sparrows in the 
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willows near the reserve entrance were unusual visitors, and the first two 

Swifts flew over. 

A male and female Cuckoo were both heard on the 18th, 11 Swifts 

were recorded, an Oystercatcher flew over, and the first two Lesser 

Whitethroats arrived on the reserve. Also on the 18th a pair of Mute 

Swans drifted down the river with their five cygnets, and a flock of 12 

Long-tailed Tits moving through the reserve included many juveniles. On 

the 24th, a Kingfisher was heard zipping down the river, a Song Thrush 

was spotted carrying food, a Cetti’s Warbler was singing, and a Swallow 

flew over. 

 

The first juvenile Blue and Great Tits appeared June 1st and also 

seen were a male Sparrowhawk flying over the entrance to the reserve, 

plus a Buzzard flying low and calling near the river. On the 2nd two 

juvenile Song Thrushes were seen and a Cuckoo was heard. A pair of 

Cuckoos flew over the Woodland Hide on the 3rd and the first Reed 

Warbler of the year was spotted. 

On the 6th there was an eruption of juvenile birds including Blue and 

Great Tits but also at least two juvenile Marsh Tits, a Great Spotted 

Woodpecker and a Chiffchaff. Both Great Tits and Blue Tits had an 

excellent breeding season, and early on Great Tits even outnumbered 

Blue Tits. One small Buzzard chick could just about be made out on the 

nest on the same day. On the 9th a male and a female Reed Bunting were 

at the feeders, a Kingfisher was seen on a perch in the river, and two 

Swallows flew over. 

A Cetti’s Warbler was seen near the entrance to the reserve on the 

12th and a Sedge Warbler was carrying food in the same area on the 18th. 

On the 21st two Grey Herons and a Magpie were on the grazing marsh, 

and a pair of Bullfinches were seen at the feeders. A Collared Dove was 

of note perched near the entrance to the reserve on the 26th while five 

Swifts, a Sedge Warbler and two Chiffchaffs were also seen. Two Sedge 

Warblers were watched feeding young in the small reedbed at the 

entrance to the reserve on the 30th when four Reed Warblers were 
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moving through the willows along the river. Also found were four 

Treecreepers, three Blackcaps and three Chiffchaffs. 

 

July started with the first Grasshopper Warbler of the year heard on 

the grazing marsh on the 3rd, which was much later than in 2021 when 

one was heard on May 27th. The reserve was fairly quiet on the 4th with 

the Grasshopper Warbler heard again plus a Marsh Tit, a Kingfisher, four 

Reed Warblers, two Jays and the last two Sedge Warblers of the year. 

On the 12th the highlights were a Kingfisher and a Reed Bunting 

singing again. By mid-July the temperatures were very high, but the 

Grasshopper Warbler was heard again on the 19th when a Buzzard flew 

out of a tree at the junction of the boardwalk. 

On the 20th the Grasshopper Warbler was still singing, but this was 

the last time it was heard. Two Stock Doves were seen on the same day, 

along with up to five Chiffchaffs and three Marsh Tits. A Goldcrest was a 

nice highlight on the 26th together with two Treecreepers, two Bullfinches 

and at least eight Greenfinches, including some juveniles. 

 

August continued hot and dry. A visit on the 3rd produced a high of 

ten Chiffchaffs, many of which were juveniles, plus a Kingfisher and four 

Marsh Tits. On the 12th, a juvenile Reed Bunting was seen along with 

three Swallows and the last Reed Warbler of the year. A Cetti’s Warbler 

was singing again on the 30th when other sightings included a Green 

Sandpiper, three Blackcaps, four Chiffchaffs and a Goldcrest. 

 

In September, tit numbers were high at the feeders with juveniles 

plentiful. On the 8th a Kestrel flew over while a Chiffchaff and three 

Blackcaps were still present on the reserve, but these were the last 

Blackcaps to be recorded for the summer. 

A Pied Wagtail was a highlight on the 15th, along with four Chiffchaffs, 

two Stock Doves, two Swallows, a Treecreeper, a Moorhen on the river, 

and a Kingfisher perched next to the mist net. Chiffchaffs continued to be 

seen throughout September. 
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On the 21st a Kestrel was perched in the willow at the entrance to the 

reserve and a Buzzard flew over. The last visit to the reserve for the 

month on the 27th produced two Sparrowhawks, a Redpoll sp., a Cetti’s 

Warbler, four Magpies and a Grey Heron. 

 

October started well, with some east winds on the 4th bringing the 

first 18 Redwings of the autumn, three Goldcrests, four Redpoll sp. and 

30 Goldfinches. Goldcrests continued to trickle through the reserve 

during the month. On the 8th, three Red Kites and eight Buzzards were 

soaring above the reserve. 

The last two Chiffchaffs of the year were seen on the 12th along with 

a Kingfisher, six Redwings, three Redpoll sp. and the first Siskin of the 

autumn. Also on the 12th another Pied Wagtail flew over. On the 25th, 

birds present included eight Redpoll sp., 12 Siskins and 25 Redwings, 

along with six Goldfinches, six Chaffinches and two Bullfinches. 

 

November welcomed the bird of the year, a beautiful Cattle Egret 

which was associating with our cattle on the 1st. It was probably the first 

for Hempton Marsh, but it was only seen for a few days as the cattle were 

taken off the grazing marsh for the winter and it then relocated to 

Sculthorpe Moor Hawk and Owl reserve. Also seen on the 1st were three 

Red Kites, two Grey Herons and two Magpies. 

On the 7th 40 Woodpigeons, eight Pheasants, three Magpies and two 

Moorhens were on the grazing marsh, while 25 Redwings, 16 Siskins 

and 25 Goldfinches were feeding in the trees. A breezy and overcast day 

on the 9th produced a Water Rail near the net lane and a Buzzard next to 

the entrance gate. Forty-five Pink-footed Geese and a Skylark flew over 

on the 14th. 

Two Tawny Owls were calling on the 17th and two Woodcock were 

flushed, while two Moorhens were on the grazing marsh and 15 

Redwings were present. A Tawny Owl was heard again on the 22nd, 

maybe a sign that they might breed on site next year. Also on the 22nd 

another 30 Pink-footed Geese flew over, a Water Rail was heard and a 

Sparrowhawk buzzed the feeders. 
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Pink-footed Geese reached a high of 80 flying over on the 29th, with 

55 Redwings, ten Siskins, and four Goldcrests on the reserve, and three 

Teal on the river. A Grey Wagtail was recorded by the trail camera, also 

on the 29th. 

 

On December 1st a trail camera picked up a Woodcock feeding on 

the grazing marsh. Ten Pheasants, two Egyptian Geese and a Meadow 

Pipit were on the grazing marsh on the 2nd. The temperature had dropped 

dramatically by the 7th so the feeders were busy with Great Tits and Blue 

Tits, and a surprise male Blackcap was caught and ringed. Also on the 

7th a Tawny Owl was heard, with 20 Redwings, two Buzzards, eight 

Blackbirds, two Nuthatches, a Treecreeper and a Sparrowhawk seen. 

A very chilly and frosty visit on the 11th produced eight Snipe on the 

grazing marsh, plus ten Redwings, eight Goldfinches, 12 Siskins and a 

Water Rail elsewhere around the reserve. Six Lapwings flew over on the 

12th when a Cetti’s Warbler was singing and finch numbers were high 

with around 80 Goldfinches, four Siskins, seven Chaffinches and four 

Bullfinches feeding. A single Meadow Pipit was on the grazing marsh on 

the 21st, plus a Snipe and two Moorhens. 

The last visit of the year to the reserve was on the 27th and was quite 

productive; raptors included three Buzzards, a Red Kite and a 

Sparrowhawk while three Teal and a Woodcock were found on the 

grazing marsh. A Water Rail was feeding near the net lane and a Collared 

Dove appeared at the feeders along with a single female Brambling to 

finish the year off. 

 

Mammals 

Once again, Reeves’s Muntjacs (Muntiacus reevesi) were regular 

visitors to the reserve, using both the woodland and grazing marsh, with 

a high of six individuals seen on January 6th. There were several Roe 

Deer (Capreolus capreolus) sightings on the grazing marsh; one in April, 

two females together in May, and three sightings of two together in June. 

No Chinese Water Deer (Hydropotes inermis) were seen. 
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A Water Vole (Arvicola amphibius) was accidently caught in our Mink 

Trap (part of an East Anglian project to monitor and eradicate Mink) on 

March 1st and was swiftly released. This was the only Water Vole sighting 

for the year, but the mink raft was obviously well used as a Water Vole 

dining table with lots of poo recorded. No American Mink (Neogale vison) 

were recorded. 

On December 2nd an old Harvest Mouse (Micromys minutus) nest 

was found on the grazing marsh which could be the first record for the 

site. Harvest mice are released on the neighbouring reserve at 

Sculthorpe Moor and down the river at Pensthorpe. The only record of a 

Water Shrew (Neomys fodiens) was on November 14th when a Grey 

Heron was filmed by a trail camera with one in its beak. Bank Voles 

(Myodes glareolus) were not seen as regularly as in 2021 but were often 

around the feeders. Pygmy Shrews (Sorex minutus) were observed on 

two occasions this year, both inside the Woodland Hide; one on 

September 25th and two on October 4th. Grey Squirrels (Sciurus 

carolinenis) were a common sight at the feeders. 

Brown Hares (Lepus europaeus) were occasionally seen on the 

grazing marsh and Foxes (Vulpes vulpes) were recorded regularly on the 

grazing marsh by trail camera. Single Stoats (Mustela erminea) were 

seen, one running along the boardwalk near the Woodland Hide on 

February 16th and another near the net lane on October 4th. One was 

caught on trail camera swimming across the main drain on the grazing 

marsh on April 8th and 10th. 

Otters (Lutra lutra) were seen on the meander on February 7th, there 

were either two or three, but it was hard to tell as they ducked and dived. 

With the aid of trail cameras we could tell once again that Otters are very 

regular visitors to the reserve, as in 2021. A trail camera was left on the 

main drain for the majority of January and one to three Otters were 

recorded on half the days of the month. Once again, we would like to 

thank One Stop Nature Shop for the use of their OS Wild Trail Cameras 

which enhanced our ability to monitor not only mammals but also birds. 
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Insects 

The first butterflies emerged slightly earlier than in 2021, the first of 

which were a Brimstone (Gonepteryx rhamni) and a Small Tortoiseshell 

(Aglais urticae) on March 22nd followed by an Orange Tip (Anthocharis 

cardamines) on the 26th. 

 

It wasn’t an overly good year for odonata at Hempton; the first 

damselflies of the year were seen in April, these being three Large Red 

Damselflies (Pyrrhosoma nymphula) on the 20th, one day earlier than 

2021. The first Peacock (Aglais io) was observed on the 12th but they had 

been seen in March in 2021. Eleven Orange Tips were noted on the 21st, 

when three new species for the year were seen: Holly Blue (Celastrina 

argiolus), Comma (Polygonia c-album) and Speckled Wood (Pararge 

aegeria). The first Green-veined White (Pieris napi) for the year was seen 

on the 24th. 

 

In May Large Red Damselflies rose to a high of 20 on the 22nd. Other 

Damselfly species began to emerge including a single Banded 

Demoiselle (Calopteryx splendens) on the 18th and 22nd, with four on the 

24th. A Blue-tailed Damselfly (Ischnura elegans) was seen on the 13th 

and an Azure Damselfly (Coenagrion puella) on the 18th. May also saw 

the first two dragonfly species, Hairy Dragonfly (Brachytron pratense) 

and Broad-bodied Chaser (Libellula depressa); this was in contrast to 

2021, when no dragonflies were seen in May because of the cold 

weather. Eight species of butterfly were noted in May, including the first 

Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta) on the 18th, 16 days earlier than 2021. 

Orange Tips and Green-veined Whites were the most common species. 

 

Odonata numbers peaked in June with large numbers of Banded 

Demoiselles. Black-tailed Skimmers (Orthetrum cancellatum) were on 

the wing this month and were often seen landing on the boardwalk, the 

first was seen on the 3rd. The most numerous species of butterfly in June 

was Small Tortoiseshell, with Red Admiral coming a close second. 
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Butterflies were numerous in July with 13 species recorded. Small 

White (Pieris rapae) and Large White (Pieris brassicae) were on the wing 

and the first Ringlets (Aphantopus hyperantus) appeared on the 4th, 

mainly on the grazing marsh. On the 20th 14 Gatekeepers (Pyronia 

tithonus) were recorded. Meadow Browns (Maniola jurtina) also emerged 

this month with the first seen on the 19th. This month also saw the 

emergence of both Large Skippers (Ochlodes sylvanus) and Small 

Skippers (Thymelicus sylvestris). 

 

August was a fairly quiet month for insects, maybe because of the 

lack of rain. The last Banded Demoiselle was seen on the 3rd. The first 

Common Darters (Sympetrum striolatum) appeared this month with one 

on the 3rd and four on the 30th. The last Green-veined Whites were seen 

on the 3rd and surprisingly the last Red Admiral was also seen on this 

date, whereas in 2021 the last had been recorded in November. 

 

Common Darters carried on into September and October with the 

last seen on the 8th. A nice highlight in October was a Willow Emerald 

Damselfly (Chalcolestes viridis) on the 4th. Speckled Woods continued to 

be seen throughout September with the last on October 8th. A Brimstone 

was a surprise sighting on the same day. No butterflies or dragonflies 

were seen in November this year. 

 

A small population of Black-headed Gold (Micropterix mansuetella) 

moths was found in May. This is a scarce micro moth in Norfolk but may 

be under recorded because of its small size. Sadly the annual moth event 

at Hempton was not held this year. 
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Pensthorpe Natural Park 2022 Wildlife Report 

David Roberts, Senior Reserve Warden 

 

2022 was a very good wildlife year at Pensthorpe! 

A total of 482 different species of flora and fauna were recorded over 

the year (441 in 2021, 312 in 2020, 564 in 2019), one of the highlights 

being 142 species of bird; a year count record for the site (so far!). This 

compares to 127 bird species in 2021, 111 in 2020 and 135 in 2019. 25 

species of butterfly (24 in 2021, 20 in 2020, 21 in 2019) and 20 Odonata 

(21 in 2021, 17 in 2020, 18 in 2019) were also of note. 

Increased trapping sessions and locations lead to a record moth year: 

935 moths of 197 species (181 in 2021, 21 in 2020, 123 in 2019), with 

the best catch on the 23rd June being 139 moths of 71 species. The 

commonest macro was Uncertain and micro was Bird-cherry. Scarce 

catches included: Barred Red, Hedge Rustic, Minor Shoulder-knot and 

Pale Eggar. 

2022 was great for bird sightings, starting with the return of the Isle 

of Wight released White-tailed Eagle on 4th February, three records of 

Honey Buzzard during the summer (4th June, 29th July, 8th September), 

two Garganey viewed on the Waderscrape (13th April) and five Cranes 

flying overhead on two occasions (10th May, 5th October). 

Notable breeding birds included two singing Spotted Flycatcher in the 

woodland and in August a family party of two adults and a juvenile, the 

first recording of juvenile Grey Wagtail (31st May) and at least two families 

of Little Grebes (two juveniles on Waderscrape, four juveniles on 

Wensum Wetland).  

With a much drier spring and summer the exposed mud on the 

Waderscrape pulled in a fine array of waders; a total of 21 species were 

recorded throughout the year, highlights being Knot, Whimbrel, Spotted 

Redshank, Wood Sandpiper and both Black and Bar-tailed Godwits. 

After previously being washed out in 2021 the nesting waders on the 

Waderscrape as well as the Wensum Wetland had a successful breeding 

season with 10 Avocet and four Lapwing young successfully fledging. 
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Two pairs of Little Ringed Plover were seen displaying, but no sign of 

nesting. 

The prolonged period of draught during the summer did, however, 

affect the wildflowers, causing many to seed and die off early. As a result 

there was a noticeable reduction in meadow butterflies and 

grasshoppers/crickets. 

The warmer weather was a bonus for our reptile life with 8 Common 

Lizards seen basking on the boardwalk together (12th June). 

The cold snap in mid-December lead to water birds either heading 

offsite, to the river or congregating in the small pockets of open water on 

the lakes. As Old Squaw appears to be a suntrap, highlights were: up to 

52 Gadwall, c50 Shoveler, six Little Grebe, three Goldeneye, three 

Pochard, male Goosander and a sunbathing Bittern on two occasions 

(14th and 30th December). 

 

Arrival dates for some of our returning birds included: 

 

Avocet on 8th March (22nd March 2021, 14th March 2020, 6th March 2019) 

 

Oystercatcher on 9th February (3rd February 2021, 15th January 2020, 

8th February 2019) 

 

Swallow on 6th April (same in 2021, 12th April 2020, 7th April 2019) 

 

Common Tern on 24th April (23rd April 2021, 26th April 2020, 9th April 

2019) 

 

Cuckoo on 24th April (28th April 2021, 26th April 2020, 22nd April 2019) 

 

and Swift on 10th May (5th May 2021, 10th May 2020, 9th May 2019). 
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Comparison data for some of our Indicator bird species are very positive: 

 

Yellowhammer (breeding) 2018 4 singing birds 

   2019 3 singing birds 

   2020 2 singing birds 

   2021 2 singing birds 

   2022 4 singing birds 

 

Avocet (breeding)  2018 7 broods produced 16 young 

   2019 2 sat, 2 broods produced 0 young 

      (flooded) 

   2020  Up to 8 birds on site, multiple sitting 

      attempts, 0 young 

   2021 Max. 16 birds on site, 1 young 

      (predated) 

   2022 Max. 19 birds, 6 broods producing 

      10 young 

 

Lapwing (breeding) 2018 3 sat, 2 broods produced 4 young 

   2019  4 sat, 2 broods produced 3 young 

   2020 10 sat, 5 broods, 6 young 

   2021 5 nesting pairs, 6 young 

   2022 4 nesting pairs, 8 young 

 

Linnet (winter)  2018 max count 55 on 18th Oct 

   2019 max count 120 on 20th Dec 

   2020  max count 100 on 13th Feb 

   2021 max count 60 on 4th Jan 

   2022 max count 16 on 12th Dec 

      (under-recorded for year) 
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This year Pensthorpe are looking for individuals to become 'Guide in the 

Hide' volunteers. This role would suit anyone who has an interest and 

knowledge of wildlife and enjoys engaging with people of all ages in bird 

hides as well as across the reserve. 

 

To find out more please email volunteer@pensthorpe.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corncrake, by Colin Smith 
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Sculthorpe Moor Nature Reserve Report 

Victoria Chamberlin 

 

Wildlife highlights 

Our Dawn Chorus walk last May was a lovely way to celebrate the 

sounds of spring at Sculthorpe Moor Reserve. In particular the sound of 

at least four Cuckoos calling announced that spring was truly here. 

Sightings of interest over the spring included Great White Egret and 

Redshank, the latter breeding at our new wetland scrape for the first time. 

Also breeding here were Little Ringed Plover and Lapwing, whose chicks 

were ringed by the Iceni Bird Monitoring Group. The new wetland area 

also provided exciting sightings of Black-winged Stilts in May. 

Summer sightings included regular views of Green Sandpiper and 

Common Tern; we also had one sighting in early July of a Wood 

Sandpiper. Hobbies were spotted regularly between mid-May and early 

September. In August our ringers recorded five different warbler species:  

the resident Cetti’s Warbler, also Reed Warbler, Sedge Warbler, 

Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler. 

Autumn highlights included a Tree Sparrow spotted in early October 

and Cattle Egret spotted three weeks running in November. 

Winter has seen our Red Kite roost reach over sixty individuals, 

providing a wonderful spectacle as they come in to roost. Other 

interesting sightings have included Golden Plover, Stonechat and 

Firecrest and also Goosander, seen on our new wetland scrape, which 

has definitely been providing some wonderful wildlife moments over the 

last year.  

 

Reserve developments 

The last twelve months have seen various exciting developments across 

the reserve. Our Beavers, a male and female, arrived in April and soon 

made themselves at home in their 47-acre enclosure. Camera traps have 

been installed in the enclosure and regular monitoring is taking place. 

Recent footage of the Beavers shows dam construction and suggests 

that they may be working on building a lodge.  
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Overlooking part of our Beaver enclosure is our new Wetland hide, 

which opened in July last year. This fabulous hide was built by a team of 

our fantastic volunteers and has been providing wonderful views to our 

visitors.  

We also saw changes to our Visitor Centre last summer, with a refit 

of the shop and reception area. The new design uses recycled 

scaffolding boards and we think looks very smart! Since the autumn 

we’ve also been working on providing more interpretation on the reserve. 

A range of identification boards have been installed in different areas 

covering a variety of wildlife, from butterflies and bees to amphibians and 

reptiles, and from fungi and mammals to birds of prey. Other 

interpretation boards feature our new wetland area and the 

archaeological remains of a deer enclosure found on the reserve.  

Upcoming developments will include a new stretch of boardwalk 

looping round from the Wetland hide back to the main path by the river 

and the development of our Wildlife Garden near the dipping pond. 
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The Weather Report for 2022 

Norman Brooks, Fellow Royal Meteorological Society 

 

January 

A benign and dry month with an excess of sunshine and snow 

observed on only a single day. Many clear nights allowed frequent, but 

never severe frost to develop. There was an unusual disparity between 

the mean monthly maximum of 7.9c and the mean monthly minimum of 

1.5c. New Year's day was exceptionally mild with a maximum of 15.0c. 

Rainfall totals across Norfolk varied between 30.0mm at Toft Monks 

and 13.5mm at West Raynham. 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900 hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 0 0 1 0 3 3 11 6 7 

 

February 

Exceptionally mild with a mean temperature close to that of April. This 

mildness was evident in the widespread premature growth in the 

countryside. It was notably wet over much of the county and there was a 

total absence of sleet or snow and some areas even escaped air frost. 

There were gale force winds on the 17th and 18th. 

Rainfall totals varied between 92.5mm at Tacolneston and 33.3mm 

at Spixworth. 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900 hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 0 0 0 3 0 5 13 7 0 

 

March 

This was an exceptionally dry sunny month with frequent ground 

frosts. The period from 22nd to 26th was a prelude to spring with a 

maximum of 20.6c on the 23rd but winter returned on the 31st with snow 

in many areas.   (continues) 
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March (continued) 

Although not uncommon the fall of dust on the 16th of Saharan origin 

was very evident across our region. Evidence of this dust fall was still 

widespread in early April. 

Rainfall totals across Norfolk varied between 48.0mm at Walsingham 

and 19.7mm at Gissing. 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900 hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 0 6 8 6 4 3 0 2 2 

 

April 

Although this was a mild month the main feature was the exceptional 

dryness and a preponderance of winds between North and East 

enhanced evaporation which caused the countryside to assume a 

parched aspect. 

Nearly the whole of Norfolk measured a monthly rainfall total of less 

than 10mm. Slight snow fell on three days. 

Rainfall totals varied between 3.3mm at Starston and 16.6mm at 

Denver Sluice. 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900 hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 3 8 6 2 3 2 3 3 0 

 

May 

This was the mildest May since 1947 with only May 2017 approaching 

such a high mean temperature – nearly 3.0c above normal. It was nearly 

frost free throughout the county and with a wide variation in rainfall 

between Ashby St Mary at 60.5mm and Saham Toney with 17.0mm. 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900 hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 3 1 1 1 5 5 10 3 2 
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June 

June was dry in almost all areas except in an isolated area around 

Gorleston. It was the sunniest June since 1976. An impressive maximum 

32.9c on the 17th was followed by a dramatic fall on the 18th when the 

temperature only reached 18.2c. Unusually, this drop of nearly 15.0c was 

unaccompanied by either precipitation or thunder. 

Rainfall varied between 67.6mm at Gorleston and 22.0mm at Gissing. 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900 hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 2 1 1 4 5 8 5 4 0 

 

July 

This was the driest July in England since 1911. Only Gorleston with 

a rainfall total of 24.4mm approached the average with Wreningham and 

Toft Monks measuring only 3.0mm, Beccles 3.3mm and Winfarthing 

3.5mm. The latter totals are so low that the moisture would be evaporated 

in a single day and consequently the countryside turned ochre in hue. 

Every day recorded a maximum in excess of 21.0c and the 18th and 

19th with maxima of 39.3c and 38.4c rank as the hottest in the record for 

our region. Slight thunder was heard on the 20th 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900 hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 0 0 0 4 2 3 11 11 0 

 

August 

This was another exceptionally hot and dry month with the heat in 

Norfolk appropriate to Bordaux, 8 degrees further south in latitude. Four 

days achieved maxima in excess of 30.0c and twenty in excess of 25.0c. 

As is common in high summer there was a wide variation in rainfall 

totals with Sandringham measuring 92.7mm, Houghton St Giles 79.2mm 

and Rougham 78.5mm and in great contrast, Gorleston 1.2mm, Beccles 

1.5mm and Besthorpe 2.1mm.  (continues) 
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August (continued) 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900 hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 1 5 2 4 1 7 7 1 3 

 

September 

The prolonged dry spell continued until the 4th when subsequently, as 

so often, nature restored the balance with September being the first 

month since February to record above average rainfall over most of 

Norfolk. Totals varied between 106.7mm at West Raynham, 94mm at 

Ashby St Mary, 93.7mm at Holt and 90.5mm at Spixworth but Hunstanton 

with 39.0mm and Gissing with 35.1mm were surprisingly dry. Thunder 

was heard on three days and early on the 30th the first dense fog of 

Autumn blanketed much of the county. 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900 hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 3 1 6 0 2 3 4 8 3 

 

October 

This was the mildest October since 2006 and like the Octobers of 

2020 and 2021 devoid of frost. The monthly mean temperature was only 

1.0°c lower than the average for June. 

Rainfall totals approached or exceeded the average over most of the 

county with only Blakeney measuring 17.5mm being notably dry. The 

wettest areas were Starston with 83.0mm, Shotesham with 81.0mm and 

Denver with 77.2mm. Thunder was heard only on the 23rd. 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900 hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 0 0 1 2 7 8 11 2 0 
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November 

This was the wettest November since 2010 and the mildest since 

2015. The welcome autumnal rain caused almost the whole county to 

measure totals well above the average, the wettest being Beccles at 

160.8mm and Blakeney with 155.5mm and the driest being Burham 

Market at 60.3mm and Hunstanton with 65.0mm. Thunder was heard on 

the 1st and frost was conspicuous by its near absence. 

The Aurora Borealis was visible on the evening of the 28th and 

although a thin cloud cover prevented a clear view for many, a pale white 

cloud could be discerned low on the northern horizon. 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900 hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 0 0 1 1 5 12 5 1 5 

 

December 

The coldest December since 2010 and the first month of 2022 that 

had a below average mean temperature. A notable cold spell from the 6th 

– 17th more than offset the generally mild conditions that prevailed from 

the 18th – 31st. The temperature remained below freezing all day in some 

localities and screen minima below -7.0°c were reported on the 13th and 

14th. 

Snowfall over Norfolk was generally slight in nature but sufficient to 

dust the landscape on four mornings. 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900 hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 2 3 1 3 1 9 2 2 8 
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Monthly Summaries for 2021 
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January 16.6 29 11 17 4.7 +0.7 4.7 

February 69.8 162 2 12 7.1 +3.3 5.3 

March 26.6 57 4 15 8.1 +2.2 5.7 

April 10.3 21 6 8 9.7 +2.1 8.3 

May 39.9 88 0 1 14.2 +2.9 12.8 

June 30.7 57 0 0 16.5 +2.1 15.4 

July 10.1 18 0 0 19.5 +3.0 17.2 

August 5.1 10 0 0 20.1 +3.7 17.6 

September 85.7 158 0 0 15.2 +0.9 13.7 

October 51.7 89 0 0 13.4 +2.4 10.9 

November 102.0 145 2 3 9.2 +2.5 8.6 

December 68.8 112 11 15 4.1 -0.7 3.9 

Total or Mean 517.3 78.9 36 71 11.8 +2.1 10.3 

 

Annual Summary for 2021 

 

Total Rainfall:    517.3mm (80% of average) 

Days with rain recorded: 153 

Wettest day:    3rd November, 21.9mm 

Wet days (1mm or more): 108 

Days with sleet or snow: 10 

Days with snow lying: 4 

Total snow depth:   2cm  
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Highest maximum:  38.4c (19th July) 

Highest minimum:  20.5c (20th July) 

Lowest maximum:  -0.1c (13th Dec) 

Lowest minimum:   -7.4c (13th Dec) 

 

Air frosts: 36 

Ground frosts: 71 

Days with hail: 3 

Days with gales: 2 

Days with thunder: 12 

 

Average mean soil temperature at 10cm depth: 10.3c 

Lowest grass minimum:    -7.4c (13th Dec) 

Mean cloud cover at 0900hrs:   59% 

 

Longest period without any measurable rainfall: 18 days (7th-24th July 

inclusive) 

Annual mean maximum: 16.4c; Annual mean minimum: 7.2c; Annual 

mean 11.8c 

 

 

Wind Direction Summary at 0900hrs 

Wind N NE E SE S SW W NW Calm 

Days 14 25 27 30 38 69 82 50 30 

 

Observations made with approved Meteorological Office instrumentation 

and in accordance with standard Met Office practice at Old Costessey, 

Norwich. 
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Membership subscriptions 

 

 

To contribute to the Systematic List and to continue enjoying the 

other benefits of the WVBS please renew your 

Membership Subscription 

 

The WVBS membership year runs from 1st April to 31st March. 

During this time members will be able to participate in a programme of 

indoor and outdoor meetings as well as receiving copies of the Society’s 

monthly newsletter and the Society’s Annual Report. 

 

Membership renewals are due on 1st April each year. 

 

We request members to pay by bank transfer or standing order if 

possible. 

Bank details are given in the March Newsletter and as reference please 

use WVBS plus your initials and send a brief email to the Membership 

Secretary so our records can be updated. 

email: wvbs.memberships@gmail.com 

 

Alternatively, cheques payable to Wensum Valley Birdwatching 

Society can be sent to the WVBS Membership Secretary. 

 

New membership 

Please use the form available from the Join Us menu option on the 

wvbs.co.uk web site. 

 

Current rates are; 

£5 for a student 

£11.50 for an individual 

£17.50 for a couple or family 

 

  

file://///Users/davidlaurie/Documents/MY%20FOLDER/Wensum%20Valley%20Birdwatching%20Society/WVBS%20Annual%20Report_2022/AR%202022_PDF%20version/wvbs.co.uk
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The printed version of this report was produced by 

 

Swallowtail Print 

Drayton Industrial Park 

Taverham Road 

Drayton 

Norwich NR8 6RL 

 

www.swallowtailprint.co.uk 
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www.pensthorpe.com 

http://www.pensthorpe.com/
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Waterfall Farm 
Cottages 

 
 

Self-catering holiday accomodation 
located in the heart of rural Norfolk 

 

Central for Birdwatchers 

 

To make a reservation please call: 
Caroline 07375826095 
 
Waterfall Farm, Worthing Road, Swanton Morley, Norfolk. NR20 4QD 

 
Email: waterfallfarmcottages@outlook.com 
Web: www.waterfallfarm.co.uk 

www.waterfallfarm.co.uk 

http://www.waterfallfarm.co.uk/
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www.gjlanimalfeeds.co.uk 

http://www.gjlanimalfeeds.co.uk/
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www.norfolkbirding.com 

http://www.norfolkbirding.com/
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www.oriolebirding.com 

http://www.oriolebirding.com/
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PDF version 2 of the WVBS Twentieth Annual Report_2022 

14th December 2023 

 

Text changes.  Format changes. Corrections made in PDF version 2 - these 

also apply to the print version. 

Where Print version PDF version 2 

Introduction  Acknowledgement of advertisers 

added 

Commemorations Text only Includes colour images 

Diary of Events Edited text from items 

in the WVBS 

Newsletter 

Full text of the items in the WVBS 

Newsletter 

WVBS Trip to 

Mallorca 4th- 11th 

May 

Text only 

 

Includes colour images 

Systematic List 

 

 

 

Quail 

 

 

 

Collared Dove 

 

 

Woodpigeon and 

Tawny Owl 

 

Golden Plover 

 

 

Fieldfare 

 

 

 

Stonechat 

 

 

House Sparrow 

 

Note on Membership 

Subscriptions 

appears at the end 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note on Membership Subscriptions 

appears on page 173 

 

 

recorded singing in the West/Central 

area - changed to 

recorded singing at Great Palgrave 

 

27 at North Elmham on 25th November 

(SCr) added 

 

Weasenhall changed to Weasenham 

 

 

26 at West Raynham on 3rd October 

(SCr) added 

 

25 at Brisley on 27th April (SCr) was the 

latest record.  This refers to the first 

winter period. 

 

2 at Tatterford on 3rd October (SCr) 

added 

 

30 on 6th and 26 on 8th July at 

Oaklands, Fakenham (BH) 
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Common Redpoll 6 records from 5 

sites, usually of single 

birds. 1 on 2nd and 1 

on 8th Jan at SMHOT 

(NE, EL, IB), 1 on 2nd 

Jan at Worthing 

(R&CG), 1 on 2nd Jan 

at Cawston Heath 

(SC, KB), 1 on 3rd Oct 

at Tatterford (SCr) 

and 2 in Nov and Dec 

at Sparham Hall Farm 

(CS). 

5 records from 4 sites, usually of single 

birds. 1 on 2nd and 1 on 8th Jan at 

SMHOT (NE, EL, IB), 1 on 2nd Jan at 

Worthing (R&CG), 1 on 2nd Jan at 

Cawston Heath (SC, KB) and 2 in Nov 

and Dec at Sparham Hall Farm (CS). 

 

Cawston Heath record was of Common 

Redstart. 

Near Miss Text only Image added 

Latest & Earliest 

Reported Dates of 

Winter Visitors 

2022 

 

Fieldfare 

  

 

 

 

 

6th Apr. Gressenhall SCr 

changed to 

27th Apr. Brisley SCr 

Members 

photographs 

Grouped on centre 

pages. 

Images appear with Individual species 

Advertisements Inner front cover, 

centre colour and back 

cover 

Grouped at the end of the PDF 

 


